
 
  June 2021  

 

We hope you have noticed the increased emphasis on discipleship for our ministry.  We hope you 

agree it should be our primary focus.  Wasn’t the last thing Jesus said to his apostles in Matthew 28 

was to go and make disciples?  He said it with all the authority in both heaven and earth.  However, 

I wish I better understood that word – disciple.  We use it so often I sometime wonder if I even know 

what it means any more.  I know from talking with others, the understanding of how to define a 

disciple varies.   Are all of us who claim to be disciple of Jesus the same?    

 

When you think of yourself as a disciple, who do you identify with?   For me it is Peter, not because 

I think I am special but more because I can be impetuous and often stick my foot in my mouth.  

When I study Peter in Matthew, I see a lot of myself.  Do you see yourself in his story?   

 

When we first meet Peter in Ch. 4, he is content at work.  I imagine that like you and me he attends 

worship on Sabbath and knows/hopes the Messiah will come soon.  Then he meets Jesus at work 

one day.   Where did you first encounter Jesus?  Jesus invites Peter to follow him.  Peter accepts.  So 

did I.  Peter then becomes the student, listening to Jesus teach and watching Him perform miracles.   

I imagine we are all students.  By Ch 14 they are good enough friends that Peter invites Jesus to 

have dinner at Peter’s mothers’ house.  We watch as Peter, the seeker, the pupil grows in faith and 

trust to where in that same chapter he steps out of the boat and walks on water – at least for a little 

while.   Not sure about you but I have stepped out of the boat a few times just to climb back in to be 

safe and comfortable.  Then I believe we reach the pinnacle of Peter’s growth as a disciple in tis 

exchange: 

Matthew 16:  15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You 

are the Messiah,[a] the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon 

son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 

 

 When asked who Jesus is, as a disciple, do we boldly respond the same way? 

                                                

    Great God        Great Men        

    

    

    

Have you told your pastor you are praying for her/him lately?   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2016%3A15%2D17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23689a


 

Even acknowledging Jesus as the Son  of God, Peter is still not afraid to question, even challenge 

Jesus.    

Matthew 16:22-23  “And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, 

Lord! This must never happen to you.”  But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! 

You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human 

things.” 

In the Garden, Peter goes from willing to fight for Jesus to quickly denying even knowing him.   

 

I am that disciple who studies, proudly proclaims, boldly steps out then sheepishly withdraws, 

seeking the comfort and safety of the boat.   Yes, in my own way I have denied, not acknowledge 

knowing Jesus in a crowd.   However, I have hope.  Hope that the Holy Spirit who empowered 

Peter to overcome his flaws will empower me to overcome mine and you yours. 

 

As we near the end of Peter’s discipleship journey, we see him in Acts 2,  boldly and forever 

testifies to the glory of Jesus.   

 

Peter Has finally become that “fisher of men” Jesus called him to be.  Lord, may we all reach that 

level of discipleship. 

 

 

 

Is the Spirit Prodding You? 
 

Volunteers needed.  YEAH.  Restrictions are being lifted!  We are beginning to 

meet in-person again.  Does that mean no more ZOOM?  Definitely NOT!    We 

have learned that ZOOM is a gift that can help us be more effective in our 

ministry.  We MUST continue to use it so we can reach all of you in both states.  In 

fact, we believe we need to use it more.  We need a team of men who are willing 

to serve as our ZOOM support and help us host more zoom presentations.   This is 

an easy way for you to use the knowledge and skills God has given you to help this 

ministry.  Please contact me (George) at ummwbb11@att.net) or Craig Nordaker 

cnordaker@cox.net . 

 

   

  

mailto:ummwbb11@att.net


   

Honor God, pray often, keep praying till something happens.    

Gary Spivey, GPUMMen Spiritual Guide, 402-740-1514  garyspivey2003@cox.net   

  

By Oswald Chambers 

He Himself has said….So we may boldly say… —Hebrews 13:5-6 

My assurance is to be built upon God’s assurance to me. God says, “I will never leave you,” so that then I 
“may boldly say, ‘The Lord is my helper; I will not fear’ ” (Hebrews 13:5-6). In other words, I will not be 
obsessed with apprehension. This does not mean that I will not be tempted to fear, but I will remember 
God’s words of assurance. I will be full of courage, like a child who strives to reach the standard his father 
has set for him. The faith of many people begins to falter when apprehensions enter their thinking, and 
they forget the meaning of God’s assurance— they forget to take a deep spiritual breath. The only way to 
remove the fear from our lives is to listen to God’s assurance to us. 

What are you fearing? Whatever it may be, you are not a coward about it— you are determined to face it, 
yet you still have a feeling of fear. When it seems that there is nothing and no one to help you, say to 
yourself, “But ‘The Lord is my helper’ this very moment, even in my present circumstance.” Are you 
learning to listen to God before you speak, or are you saying things and then trying to make God’s Word fit 
what you have said? Take hold of the Father’s assurance, and then say with strong courage, “I will not 
fear.” It does not matter what evil or wrong may be in our way, because “He Himself has said, ‘I will never 
leave you….’ ” 

So, - - - -  "be full of courage" "like a child who strives to reach the standard" "The only way to remove the 
fear from our lives is to listen to God’s assurance to us." “The Lord is my helper,”                              "The 
main thing is to keep  

The Main Thing the Main Thing!" 

We are blessed & forgiven. 

                                       Gary 

 

 

  

https://utmost.org/oswald-chambers-bio
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A5-6
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13:5-6


 

 

 

 

 

Happenings in NEBRASKA  
  

NEBRASKA – Doug Kallesen and John Forbes  -- “Back to NORMAL!” 

 

 
Columbus, NE, May 29, 2021: Ten of the thirteen bikers and walkers who raised $3,000 for Camp 

Fontanelle and $500 for Great Plains UMMen ministries from  35 donor families.  

 

 

 
Columbus, NE, June 1, 2021: Fourteen men enjoyed a picnic in the city park and “competed” in the 

men’s lawn game Olympics – winners might be headed for Japan to compete? (after they get their local 

summer projects done at home -- Habitat for Humanity work day, supper for Rescue Mission, striping 

the parking lot and finishing up the new church bathroom). 



  

  
From Craig Nordaker:  

You are cordially invited to a seminar about:  

How to Do Small Group Discipleship  
  

It will be held the evening of Friday, August 27 through afternoon of Saturday, 

August 28th, 2021. Location will be Bellevue, Nebraska at St. James UMC (west 

campus). The fee is very reasonable and has a potential discount available.  The 

training is targeted to benefit women-only, mixed and men-only small groups. 

Details, including a printable flyer and registration info are available at:  Wesley’s 

Class  or via this link:  https://gp-

email.brtapp.com/files/ummen/how+to+do+small+group+discipleship+aug+2021.pdf   

Questions can be directed to Craig Nordaker at (402) 453-6666 or 

cnordaker@cox.net .  

Happenings in Kansas 

  

From Steve Kirkeby (913.209.5931), President, UMMen, Stilwell UMC:  

 

                           “Faith Journeys”   

 

Stillwell UMC is helping GP UMMen launch a roundtable series about Faith 

Journeys.  We will host a breakfast meeting June 12th at 8:30 on ZOOM (BYOB - 

bring your own breakfast!)  Darryl Burton, Associate Pastor at Church of the 

Resurrection (Leawood, KS) and Co-Founder of Miracle of Innocence, which seeks 

justice for wrongly convicted inmates, will be discussing his faith journey and life’s 

mission; as someone who was unjustly convicted and spent 24 years in prison for 

a murder that he had nothing to do with. Darryl relates: “Jesus, if you’re real and 

help me get out of this place, not only will I serve you, but I’ll tell the world about 

you.” Link to additional details: Faith Journey- Miracle of Innocence.  

This event is open to men, women, young and old, alike!  The Zoom invitation/link 
is:    
https://zoom.us/j/95991457387?pwd=YWMxOGJQczU2V1p3c2RkQ3BoQmNGZz09  

https://gp-email.brtapp.com/files/ummen/how+to+do+small+group+discipleship+aug+2021.pdf
https://gp-email.brtapp.com/files/ummen/how+to+do+small+group+discipleship+aug+2021.pdf
https://gp-email.brtapp.com/files/ummen/how+to+do+small+group+discipleship+aug+2021.pdf
https://gp-email.brtapp.com/files/ummen/how+to+do+small+group+discipleship+aug+2021.pdf
https://gp-email.brtapp.com/files/ummen/how+to+do+small+group+discipleship+aug+2021.pdf
https://gp-email.brtapp.com/files/ummen/how+to+do+small+group+discipleship+aug+2021.pdf
https://gp-email.brtapp.com/files/ummen/how+to+do+small+group+discipleship+aug+2021.pdf
https://gp-email.brtapp.com/files/ummen/how+to+do+small+group+discipleship+aug+2021.pdf
https://gp-email.brtapp.com/files/ummen/how+to+do+small+group+discipleship+aug+2021.pdf
https://gp-email.brtapp.com/files/ummen/how+to+do+small+group+discipleship+aug+2021.pdf
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/files/ummen/miracle+of+innocence+darryl+burton.pdf
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/files/ummen/miracle+of+innocence+darryl+burton.pdf
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/files/ummen/miracle+of+innocence+darryl+burton.pdf
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/files/ummen/miracle+of+innocence+darryl+burton.pdf
https://zoom.us/j/95991457387?pwd=YWMxOGJQczU2V1p3c2RkQ3BoQmNGZz09
https://zoom.us/j/95991457387?pwd=YWMxOGJQczU2V1p3c2RkQ3BoQmNGZz09


Or call in via telephone:  (312) 626-6799  Meeting ID: 959 9145 7387  Passcode: 4673791 

Please spread the word.  You’ll find Darryl’s message heartfelt and compelling!  

  

   

Pastor Prayer Teams 
 

Pastoral ministry can be challenging and often lonely. Our Pastors need to know 
that a critical mass of the men of their church really support them. They need 
aggressive intercession along with intentional affirmation to be the spiritual leader 
of the church. Iron Sharpens Iron launched PastorPrayerTeam.com to assist every 
willing church in mobilizing a team of men who will cover the pastor in prayer and 
affirm him every day of every month. 
 
Our local church (St James UMC, Belleview, NE) initiated this prayer effort for our 
Pastor with positive effect. What seemed to work best was a personal, face-to-face 
invitation to 31 men of our congregation to commit to a once-a-month prayer for 
our Pastor. You do not need to recruit 31 men to begin. 

We explained that each man could pick how they wanted to pray, changing it 
if they wished from month to month. Some made face-to-face appointments, some 
sent a prayer via e-mail, some prayed with the Pastor over the phone, etc. 

We chose not to even tell our Pastor what we were doing for the first month 
or so. The automatic email from the ‘tool’ to each prayer warrior just prior to ‘their 
day to pray’ was most helpful. 
 How to set up the ‘daily prayer for your Pastor’ (fairly simple) is detailed at: 

  www.pastorprayerteam.com 
 
Feel free to holler if any questions! Craig Nordaker (402) 453-6666 or cnordaker@cox.net 

 
 

 

The General Commission on United Methodist Men has produced a short video that 

highlights the ministries of the Centers for Men’s and Scouting Ministries.  Below you 

will find a link to download the video. 

 

http://www.pastorprayerteam.com/
http://www.pastorprayerteam.com/
mailto:cnordaker@cox.net


This is a great resource to help inform your church about what is happening through the 

GCUMM 

Video Link:  https://gcumm.sharefile.com/d-

s0377c1b6fe48490981c7d27fd2b60cde 

 

  
“The Spiritual Growth Process: Sanctification”  

CLASS MEETINGS:  

We are using Dr. Kevin Watson’s book, The Class Meeting, Reclaiming the Small Group 
Experience.  

If you are interested in being part of a Wesley small group that will meet weekly, at a time 

and a day we agree to, please Contact George Houle  at ummwbb11@att.net and let me 

know.  

  

  

  

  
HOSTED BY McPHERSON UMM & GREAT PLAINS UMM  
HESSTON GOLF COURSE HESSTON, KANSAS  

  
Saturday, JULY 24, 2021 at 8 A.M.  

  

ENTRY FEE:   $65.00 Per Participant/$260 Per Team  

  

8:00 AM Tee Off Time  

  
Go to the UMMen web site for details and to register.  

   

For more information about Men’s Ministry, please go to:  

  

United Methodist Men News: 

http://www.gcumm.org/news  

  

United Methodist Men Magazine:  

http://www.gcumm.org/resources/magazine  
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