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One of my spiritual mentors (I hope you have at least one) recently encouraged me to connect with the 

Rev Dr Stephen Rankin, a friend of his who he knew was incredibly supportive of the role men have in 

sharing the Gospel of Jesus.  What a blessing the lunch meeting was.  You can read more about Rev Rankin 

and his ministry in another part of this newsletter.  That luncheon discussion, and the paper he shared 

with me, “Our Role as Christian Men”  have been on my heart every day for weeks as I talked with God.  

Rev Rankin shares that “Men in the church have more value – and more responsibility – than our times 

realize.”  He goes on to say that “This is not a zero sum game, of course.  For men to take responsibility 

does not mean that women should take a back seat.  Christian  men need to recognize the signs of the 

times.  We need to answer the bell.  Our society needs us to lead and to lead well.”  Stephen, yes, my new 

brother in Christ and friend allows me to call him by name and not title, goes on to share that we need to 

lead in love as Christ did because God is at work in us.  (Philippians 2:13) 

 

The concept of a “zero sum game” bothers me.  Our society, yes even our church, has become divided 

with many taking “sides”.  Why is it so difficult for us to fully accept Galatians 3:28?  Allow me to share 

my thoughts as I spent time in prayer, remembering more than 30 years of serving Jesus in ministry to 

and through men. My first opportunity to serve outside the local church was after I retired in 1991 from 

the Air Force.  I was blessed to be accepted to serve as an Ambassador for Promise Keepers to New 

England.  Since I had been born and raised in R.I and had not lived near my family since I left for the Air 

Force in 1965, this was a real personal blessing.  I admit.  It was a total shock to me when we hosted an 

event at an arena in Worcester. Ma.  Protestors from the National Organization of Women (NOW) 

protested outside the arena, with news cameras running,  film at 6!  Did these women represent the 

majority of Christian women?  Of course not, but their influence really did hurt the movement for ministry 
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Have you told your pastor you are praying for her/him lately? 



to and by men.  Has the divide healed?  I am not sure.  It certainly is not as openly hostile.  I was recently 

blessed to have a conversation with a woman who is a leader in her church.  We were talking about the 

challenges of bringing men’s ministry to the church.  I deeply appreciated the honesty of our discussion 

when she talked about how many women were informed, had matured, with a distrust of men’s ministry.  

While that was not news to me, the fact that this distrust still exists within a church is disturbing.  The 

distrust is not reserved to women.  I know men who are distrustful of women’s ministry.  How do we, as 

ministers of Jesus’ Gospel, truly live the words of Galatians 3:28?  How do we understand that there is a 

need to be inclusive AND also a time where we need to be gender and age specific in our ministry?  

Stephen spoke of one of my favorite scriptures, 1 John 2:12-14.  He says, “God works in and through us at 

every age.” and I would add both genders. 

TOGETHER we can live as our Lord commanded us  (in my words) neither Jew or Gentile, slave or free, 

male or female or even ordained and laity. 

 GP UMM Annual 2020 Report 

Our Annual Conference is only a few months away.  It will be mostly virtual this year.  Each 

year our ministry is required to report to the Annual Conference on our efforts.  Sometimes we 

are given time to give a verbal report from the floor as wells as a written report.  This year we 

are submitting written, one page reports.  We thought you might be interested in what we are 

saying. 

1 Thessalonians 5: 11 Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you 

are doing.  17 pray continually, 

We persevered.  We adjusted.  We listened, learned, and loved in ministry to men, for men and 

through men in service to His church.  Our emphasis was on Connection, Prayer and Making 

Disciples.   

 How and what? 

CONNECTION: 

A major accomplishment was to gather contact information from Conference and District 

sources of all the men they had in their data bases that were somehow connected to UMM.   We 

gathered it all into a single data base by District and other groupings.   

Using that data base, we Initiated a monthly newsletter.  We are also able to connect by District 

for any special events and to keep everybody informed on what is happening and where. 

Monthly leadership meetings on Zoom. 

Monthly SCJ meetings on Zoom. 

Traveled to Nashville to participate in National Association of Conference Presidents meeting in 

March.  This was our last in-person connection. 

One day strategic planning using Zoom. 

Hosted a Zoom booth at Annual Conference. 



PRAYER: 

Every Friday night leaders from the SCJ gather for  prayer time on Zoom. 

Helped plan a New Year’s Eve Watch Night that rolled through each of the 4 US times zones.  

Coordinated with Lisa Maupin as prayer partners presenter during the SCJ time slot. 

MAKING DISCIPLES: 

Coached Ohio UMM leaders weekly for three months on Wesley Fellowship groups using the 

Wesleyan Building Brothers process.  Our in-person presentation in Ohio was cancelled. 

Mentored on discipleship through Wesley Fellowship using material from Wesley Building 

Brothers and Rev Kevin Watson’s “The Class Meeting”. 

Submitted by George Houle 

Director for Men’s Ministry for Great Plains UMC 

 

SPIRITUAL INSIGHT   

By Gary Spivey, GPUMMen Spiritual Guide, 402-740-1514  garyspivey2003@cox.net  

  

Honor God, pray often, keep praying till something happens.   

 

  

For many many years I have been reading "My Utmost for His Highest!"  by Oswald 

Chambers.  It never fails to bring light and wisdom to my quest in walking the walk and talking 

the talk.   

We offer this devotion from "My Utmost" as an encouragement and recommendation for you to 

consider.  

March 2  

Have You Felt the Pain Inflicted by the Lord? 

By Oswald Chambers 

He said to him the third time, "…do you love Me?" —John 21:17 

Have you ever felt the pain, inflicted by the Lord, at the very center of your being, deep down in 

the most sensitive area of your life? The devil never inflicts pain there, and neither can sin nor 

human emotions. Nothing can cut through to that part of our being but the Word of God. “Peter 

was grieved because He said to him the third time, ‘Do you love Me?’ ” Yet he was awakened to 

the fact that at the center of his personal life he was devoted to Jesus. And then he began to see 

what Jesus’ patient questioning meant. There was not the slightest bit of doubt left in Peter’s 

https://utmost.org/
https://utmost.org/oswald-chambers-bio
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21%3A17


mind; he could never be deceived again. And there was no need for an impassioned response; no 

need for immediate action or an emotional display. It was a revelation to him to realize how 

much he did love the Lord, and with amazement he simply said, “Lord, You know all things….” 

Peter began to see how very much he did love Jesus, and there was no need to say, “Look at this 

or that as proof of my love.” Peter was beginning to discover within himself just how much he 

really did love the Lord. He discovered that his eyes were so fixed on Jesus Christ that he saw no 

one else in heaven above or on the earth below. But he did not know it until the probing, hurting 

questions of the Lord were asked. The Lord’s questions always reveal the true me to myself. 

Oh, the wonder of the patient directness and skill of Jesus Christ with Peter! Our Lord never asks 

questions until the perfect time. Rarely, but probably once in each of our lives, He will back us 

into a corner where He will hurt us with His piercing questions. Then we will realize that we do 

love Him far more deeply than our words can ever say. 

Share this devotional with a friend 

WISDOM FROM OSWALD CHAMBERS 

Awe is the condition of a man’s spirit realizing Who God is and what He has done for him 

personally. Our Lord emphasizes the attitude of a child; no attitude can express such solemn awe 

and familiarity as that of a child. Not Knowing Whither, 882 L 

- - - - - - - 

(I once asked my family for a Birthday / Christmas gift of "The Complete Works of Oswald 

Chambers" and - wow - I got it! 

It is bigger and better than I could ever have hoped! It is nearly 1500 pages in one huge volume 

weighing nearly 10 lbs.) 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the "Main Thing" that this book is about.  Go tell about it               

"The main thing is to keep The Main Thing the Main Thing!" 

We are blessed & forgiven. 

                                               

Happenings in Kansas and Nebraska 

NEBRASKA 

Doug Kallesen-Nebraska: The Prairie River District will hold their annual meeting via ZOOM 

on March 27th. 



Kansas 

 

Charles File March 1, 2021 Spiritual Advisor for the Great Plains Methodist Men    

                                                      

As I bring to you the final letters of this four-part series, I realize much will be reviewed from 

the other three letters to finish the new Heartland Awakening (Celebrating CommUNITY in 

Christ). 

The event actually started eight years ago in Cawker City with a meeting between Glenn 

Patterson and myself, and the original “Chautauqua” event he had been researching. Driving 

away from this meeting and praying, God spoke these words to me, “In my timing, this  event 

will be reborn.” And then, eight years later, on July 18th, 2020, in the middle of the coronavirus 

and the pandemic, at the end of the Aglow International Conference in Hastings, Nebraska, on a 

bus owned by Dawn Jones, that timing was revealed again. Talking about new ministries with 

Dawn, an old ministry was restarted as we discussed the possibility of this new “Chautauqua”. 

Remember, everything starts with prayer and finishes with prayer. God has always said, “The 

Miracles are in the details...follow the details” 

Here are the details as I best remember them. Dawn Jones, License Pastor of Ministry; Kristi 

Arasmith, Founding Director of Boost Ministries and Lay Minister, and myself Charles File, Lay 

Minister, met at Boost Ministries building in Beloit Kansas and asked God to reveal what his 

event was to be, when, and where. Within one week, the Holy Spirit gave two of us the date and 

location. He also started to add team members from Boost Ministries as well as Kevin Marozas 

helped with the flyer. God gave him a vision of the Solomon River flowing through the southside 

of Beloit for the front cover. From that picture, God told me these words, “I am the River of 

Life”, and gave me the scripture which introduces the purpose for his new event. 

 

Revelation 22:1-7. God is going to restore Eden. Then the angel showed me the river of the 

water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb down the 

middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the Tree of Life, bearing 12 

crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the 

nations. No longer will there be any curse. The Throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the 

city, and his servants will serve him. They will see his face, and his name will be on their 

foreheads. There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the 

sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign forever and ever. The angel said 

to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, The God who inspires the prophets, 



sent his angel to show his servant the things that must soon take place. Look I am coming soon! 

Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy written in the scroll.” 

That scripture tells it all. He gave Kristi the name, “Heartland Awakening” and then Linda 

Mealiff later added, “Celebrating CommUNITY in Christ.”  He gave Kevin the vision of the 

scene of the river, Kristi and I the date, October 25th 2020. All of us were to ask the Beloit 

Ministerial Alliance to partner with us, the City of Beloit, all the churches in the Beloit area, 

Dave Dubert for the big tent, all the musical groups (five-six), the baptismal tank with heater, 

Devin Treaster provided the water for the tank, water cooler and refreshments, space heaters, and 

at least a 125 people. God provided two shofar horns blown by Deb Horton and Loretta Nelson 

at 1:00 sharp. Kristi Arasmith was God’s lead for the Awakening and welcomed everyone. We 

had nine testimonies, including myself, mixed in with five clergy messages of grace, 

relationship, forgiveness, and unity of the body of Christ.  

At the end, an invitation was extended for anyone having a heart desire to make a public 

commitment by baptism to receive Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. A woman’s hand shot 

up in the back, and this brave soul made that eternal commitment. We all gathered around the 

stock tank to witness and support this woman in this life-changing decision. Pastor Al Paredes 

and accompanying Pastor Curt Horton baptized her in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit. Applause ensued and emotions poured as we were led into the last song, “Trading 

Sorrows” to seal this amazing moment with fitting lyrics of, “And We Say, ‘Yes Lord, Yes Lord, 

Yes, Yes Lord!” We couldn’t have ended the day more perfectly. Before the event, the Holy 

Spirit laid on Kristi’s heart that it will be made known when it is to be finished, and at the end of 

the event, it was indeed laid on our hearts, “It is finished.” All glory and praise is to God.  

Then, after the event was over for two weeks, we found out there was a book on the internet 

about the history of the Lincoln Park Chautauqua and Beloit Chautauqua of 1902 that would 

have given us some of the guidelines of this event, but we prayed and allowed the Holy Spirit to 

do that for us. To God’s glory. Amen and Amen. 

 

“The Growth Process”  

CLASS MEETINGS: 

Class Meetings were foundational to Methodism with the Wesleys not to mention with Jesus.  

Many believe it is foundational to discipleship.  As UMM leadership, we have been forming 

classes across the country.   I would like to help us launch small groups in our Conference.    

I am blessed to be helping men of Shawnee UMC in modeling and learning how a Wesley 

fellowship class can help us grow spiritually by sharing life experiences.  We are using Dr. 

Kevin Watson has a wonderful book, The Class Meeting, Reclaiming the Small Group 

Experience. 

If you are interested in being part of a Wesley small group that will meet weekly, at a time 

and a day we agree to, please Contact me at ummwbb11@att.net and let me know. 

 

mailto:ummwbb11@att.net


NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

 

Your men’s ministry leadership is always looking for opportunities to help you and you church 

grow in discipleship and in service to our Lord.  The General Commission on UMM has a long 

ministry relationship with Man in the Mirror(MIM).  Since 2006, we have worked with them 

promoting strategic ministry planning using their No Man Left Behind model – don’t be fooled 

by the name.   The wisdom shared in this class works to integrate ALL ministry within a 

church.  We have presented it to church leaders, both  women and men.  It works. 

A FLIER PROMOTING A WEBINAR PRESENTED BY Man In the Mirror has been sent 

in a separate email.  THIS WILL BE A FREE TO ALL CHURCH LEADERS WHO 

REGISTER.  YES FREE!  How can we do that you ask.   We have decided to re-invest the 

money that you and your churches invest in our ministry through Legacy or church Charters to 

fund this growth opportunity.  If you are interested in the webinar and want to register contact 

George Houle at ummwbb11@att.net.  If you are not currently supporting the ministry as a 

Charter church or personally, go to www.gcumm.org and explore the Ministry to Men and 

Support tabs.   

 

A second opportunity for spiritual growth is a new ministry called the Spiritual Maturity 

Project being formed by Rev Dr. Stephen Rankin.  Check out their web site at 

www.spiritualmaturityproject.org   Rev Rankin is originally from Kansas and pastored for 12 

years before joining the faculty at Southwestern College.  He is recently retired from the 

Southern Methodist University where he served as their chaplain.  He describes himself as a 

Pastor, Campus Minister, Professor, and Chaplain.   

 
HOSTED BY McPHERSON UMM & GREAT PLAINS UMM 

HESSTON GOLF COURSE HESSTON, KANSAS 

 

FRIDAY, JULY 24, 2021 at 8 A.M. 

 

ENTRY FEE:   $65.00 Per Participant/$260 Per Team 

 

8:00 AM Tee Off Time 
 

Go to the UMMen web site for details and to register. 
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