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Happy Mother’s Day!  Hope you remembered. We owe so much to our mothers, 
don’t we?   

What is next?  Where do we go from here?  What will the new normal be?  What 
will ministry look like post Covid?  Any of those sound familiar?  From being part 

of the 40+ members meeting at the Connecting Table to meeting one-on-one with 

pastors and men involved in our ministry, those questions always come up.  My 
response is that I do not have a crystal ball, cannot predict the future.  What I 

know is that men needed a relationship with Jesus Christ before, still do now, and 

always will.   Our mission to help make disciples will not change.  Our vision for 
HOW we do that is adjusting. 

For decades, our focus in men’s minister has been DOING.  Men are good at doing 
things with their hands, working projects and fellowship gatherings.  We have 

learned through COVID that our ministry must focus on BEING, on spiritual 

relationship building.   We have learned that even if we cannot physically gather, 

we can spiritually gather via ZOOM.  We must find the right balance going 
forward, both DOING and BEING, both in-person and via ZOOM. 

How will we do that?  That depends on you.  Church, and spreading the Gospel, 

still must happen at the local level – you.  Our role as your Conference leadership 

team must be to encourage, promote, help you find the resources to make your 
ministry as powerful for Jesus as possible.  In this newsletter, you can read how: 

                        

  Great God    Great Men    

  

  

  

Have you told your pastor you are praying for her/him lately? 



• Stillwell UMC (Kansas) is hosting anther roundtable ZOOM meeting for all 

of us to attend. (See below.) 

• St James UMC (Nebraska) is hosting an in-person gathering to discuss John 

Wesley’s approach to small groups. 

• Shawnee UMC (Kansas) completed an 8 week “Class Meeting”, hoping to 
help more than disciples by becoming disciple makers. 

Let us know what is happening in your local church, in your District, so we can let 

Jesus’ light shine.  If you have an idea you think we can share with others in our 

Conference, let us know.   PLEASE. 

The answer to every version of the questions we started with rest with each of 

you.  The answers will come when we prayerfully ask them of the Holy Spirit.  I 
know your Conference leadership team looks forward to serving with you as we 

seek the answers. 

   

 

  

Honor God, pray often, keep praying till something happens.   

Gary Spivey, GPUMMen Spiritual Guide, 402-740-1514  garyspivey2003@cox.net  

 

Vital Intercession  By Oswald Chambers  
 

…praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit… —Ephesians 6:18  

 

As we continue on in our intercession for others, we may find that our obedience 

to God in interceding is going to cost those for whom we intercede more than we 

ever thought. The danger in this is that we begin to intercede in sympathy with 
those whom God was gradually lifting up to a totally different level in direct 

answer to our prayers. Whenever we step back from our close identification with 
God’s interest and concern for others and step into having emotional sympathy 

with them, the vital connection with God is gone. We have then put our sympathy 

and concern for them in the way, and this is a deliberate rebuke to God.  
 

It is impossible for us to have living and vital intercession unless we are perfectly 

and completely sure of God. And the greatest destroyer of that confident 
relationship to God, so necessary for intercession, is our own personal sympathy 

and preconceived bias. Identification with God is the key to intercession, and 
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whenever we stop being identified with Him it is because of our sympathy with 

others, not because of sin. It is not likely that sin will interfere with our 
intercessory relationship with God, but sympathy will. It is sympathy with 

ourselves or with others that makes us say, “I will not allow that thing to happen.” 

And instantly we are out of that vital connection with God.  
 

Vital intercession leaves you with neither the time nor the inclination to pray for 
your own “sad and pitiful self.” You do not have to struggle to keep thoughts of 

yourself out, because they are not even there to be kept out of your thinking. You 

are completely and entirely identified with God’s interests and concerns in other 
lives. God gives us discernment in the lives of others to call us to intercession for 

them, never so that we may find fault with them.  

- - - - - - -  

 

Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; be persistent in prayer. Romans 12:12 

 
May we always be mindful of the needs of others and ask God for the 

discernment in the lives of others to call us to prayer.  

 

Gary 

The main thing is to keep The Main Thing the main thing - -  
Let it be Jesus and His Love!  

 

 

Happenings in NEBRASKA 
 

NEBRASKA – Doug Kallesen and John Forbes 
Tired of being stuck in the house by yourself?  Need some exercise?  The 

Columbus UMM are sponsoring their annual “Babcock or Bust”  Bike Ride or Walk.  

You can be part of this in many ways.  If you live in or near Columbus, Ne. you can 
join the crowd.  If not, you can walk with your church family or friends from the 

neighborhood wherever you are.  How will this help the Kingdom?  Well, you will 

feel great being out and getting exercise with others.  Money raised will benefit 
Camp Fontanelle and the UMMen. Yes, this is also a fund raiser.   Oh, if you feel 

you can’t walk or ride but still want to  help, you can donate by mailing your check 

to Doug Kallesen, Registrar, 3917 Adamy St. Columbus, Ne 68601.   For more 

information and registration forms, go www.greatplainsumc.org/ummen.   
 

 

http://www.greatplainsumc.org/ummen


From Craig Nordaker: 

You are cordially invited to a seminar about: 

How to Do Small Group Discipleship 

 

It will be held the evening of Friday, August 27 through afternoon of Saturday, 

August 28th, 2021. Location will be Bellevue, Nebraska at St. James UMC (west 

campus). The fee is very reasonable and has a potential discount available.  The 

training is targeted to benefit women-only, mixed and men-only small groups. 

Details, including a printable flyer and registration info are available at:  Wesley’s 
Class  or via this link:  

https://gp-email.brtapp.com/files/ummen/how+to+do+small+group+discipleship+aug+2021.pdf  

Questions can be directed to Craig Nordaker at (402) 453-6666 or 
cnordaker@cox.net . 

 

Happenings in Kansas 
 

From Steve Kirkeby (913.209.5931), President, UMMen, Stilwell UMC: 

                           “Faith Journeys” 
Stillwell UMC is helping GP UMMen launch a roundtable series about Faith 
Journeys.  We will host a breakfast meeting June 12th at 8:30 on ZOOM (BYOB - 
bring your own breakfast!)  Darryl Burton, Associate Pastor at Church of the 
Resurrection (Leawood, KS) and Co-Founder of Miracle of Innocence, which seeks 
justice for wrongly convicted inmates, will be discussing his faith journey and life’s 
mission; as someone who was unjustly convicted and spent 24 years in prison for 
a murder that he had nothing to do with. Darryl relates: “Jesus, if you’re real and 
help me get out of this place, not only will I serve you, but I’ll tell the world about 
you.” Link to additional details: Faith Journey- Miracle of Innocence. 

This event is open to men, women, young and old, alike!  The Zoom invitation/link 
is:   
https://zoom.us/j/95991457387?pwd=YWMxOGJQczU2V1p3c2RkQ3BoQmNGZz09 
Or call in via telephone:  (312) 626-6799  Meeting ID: 959 9145 7387  Passcode: 4673791 

Please spread the word.  You’ll find Darryl’s message heartfelt and compelling! 
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Understanding Men’s Ministry 
(online training opportunity) 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Spiritual Growth Process: Sanctification” 

CLASS MEETINGS: 

We are using Dr. Kevin Watson’s book, The Class Meeting, Reclaiming the Small Group 
Experience. 

If you are interested in being part of a Wesley small group that will meet weekly, at a time 

and a day we agree to, please Contact George Houle  at ummwbb11@att.net and let me 
know. 
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HOSTED BY McPHERSON UMM & GREAT PLAINS UMM 

HESSTON GOLF COURSE HESSTON, KANSAS 
 

Saturday, JULY 24, 2021 at 8 A.M. 

 

 ENTRY FEE:   $65.00 Per Participant/$260 Per Team 

 
8:00 AM Tee Off Time 

 

Go to the UMMen web site for details and to register. 

 
 

 
 

For more information about Men’s Ministry, please go to: 
 

United Methodist Men News: 

http://www.gcumm.org/news 

 

United Methodist Men Magazine: 

http://www.gcumm.org/resources/magazine 
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