
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November.  The  month of thanksgiving.  Yes, Thanksgiving Day is an annual holiday in the U.S 

and Canada. The one day each year we set aside for parades, delicious food with families and 

maybe a football game. We are not sure how and when the tradition began but most historians tie 

it back to Colonial Massachusetts.  

Is one day of Thanksgiving enough?  As Disciples of Jesus should we not be thankful very day?  

Several Psalms have thankfulness and praise for God as the theme.  Psalm 31 speaks of the 

abundance of God’s love; all that God has accomplished for God’s people and the shelter God 

provides for those who take refuge in God.   

Our elections are over.  As I write this, I still am not sure of the results.  I know this. I still live in 

the Kingdom of God, in God’s shelter where I take refuge. 

Psalm 31:21 applies everyday:  “Blessed be the Lord, for he has wondrously shown his steadfast 

love for me when I was beset as a city under siege.”  Do you feel like a city under siege by the 

pandemic?  The economic downturn?  The social upheaval?   

Now is the time for us to live 2 Chronicles 7:14, to humble ourselves, to pray, to seek his face, to 

repent and God will heal our land. On Nov. 14 we will have a chance to do just that.  The men of 

the South Central Jurisdiction have organized a time of prayer on ZOOM  (See flier below) .  

Will you join Lisa Maupin, Conference Lay Leader, and I as we join with others in the SCJ in 

prayer?  

                        

  Great God    Great Men    

  

  

  

Have you told your pastor you are praying for her/him lately? 



 

We hope you are noticing our emphasis on the prayer side of ministry. We recently held a 

national time of prayer lead by bishops across the country.  Saturday Oct 31, leadership from the 

African American Episcopal Church, the African Methodist Episcopal Zion (AMEZ) and 

Christian Methodist Episcopal (CME) Church joined with the GCUMM in virtual prayer. 

 

 

SPIRITUAL INSIGHT   

By Gary Spivey, GPUMMen Spiritual Guide, 402-740-1514  garyspivey2003@cox.net  

  

Honor God, pray often, keep praying till something happens.   

 

  

I am starting a series on  Making Sense of God’s Will.  Much of the thoughts I will share are 

influenced by Rev Adam Hamilton’s book of that name. 

Rev. Hamilton says: “It is easy to understand why so many people have turned away from God 

when they have been taught that every disappointment, every tragedy, every loss and every 

painful experience was the will of God.” 

We often ask ourselves questions like: 

• Why Do the Innocent Suffer?   

• Does Everything that happens have a reason? 

Hamilton also says that “When God does not meet our expectations, we are disappointed, 

disillusioned, and confused.” He maintains we need to “ begin to consider an alternative way to 

make sense of the relationship between God and suffering.” We need to understand that “The 

sweeping message of the Bible is not a promise that those who believe and do good will not 



suffer. Instead the Bible is largely a book about people who refused to let go of their faith in the 

face of suffering.” 

Yes, in Genesis 1, we are given dominion over creation: 

Genesis 1:27-28 

27 So God created man in His own image; 

    in the image of God He created him; 

    male and female He created them. 

28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and replenish the earth and 

subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing 

that moves on the earth.” 

However, we must remember three principles: 

“1. God Places Humanity in Charge of Earth”   

“2. To be Human Is to Be Free” 

“3. A Predisposition to Stray from God’s Path”                                 

 

MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS – CELEBRATIONS 

WHAT DOES YOUR DISTRICT OR LOCAL CHURCH HAVE TO CELBRATE? 

In this section we are celebrating the ministry happening around the Conference.  Please let us 

know what is happening in your local area.  So often I hear about what we cannot do, especially 

in theses pandemic times.  Here is a story of what the community of Beloit, Ks has done as all 

the churches in the community gathered more than 100 people in an old time revival.   

 

Charles File: Spiritual Advisor for the Great Plains Methodist Men 

 



This event that I am about to share with you is too long to bring to you in one month. It will be a 

three part series. It started for me about eight years ago, when I believe God had Rev. Glenn 

Patterson, pastor at that time of the Cawker City United Methodist Church, tell me the story about 

a place between Downs and Cawker City, Kansas called “Lincoln Park Chautauqua”.  At the start 

of the late eighteen hundreds they held Methodist Tent Revivals there. I will share more about it 

in the next series. 

Fast forward - July 18th 2020...in the middle of the coronavirus pandemic. I am in Nebraska at the 

end of the Aglow International Conference. I found myself in a bus owned by Dawn Jones talking 

about ministries that God was starting during the pandemic...one being open-air tent revivals. That 

opened the spiritual door to “Lincoln Park” of the past. Dawn said, ‘Why don't we redo it in Beloit 

Kansas...the old-time Tent Revival?’ God was resetting an event of the past that brought unity to 

our nation. God put three believers together that day with the Holy Spirit moving us forward to 

God's glory in healing a nation.  

We prayed through every detail and God laid out his plan before us.  They included:  The location 

(Beloit Chautauqua Park), the date of October 25th, picnic in the park, taking it to the Beloit 

Ministerial Alliance to partner with us, the name and purpose of the event, ‘Heartland Awakening 

(Celebrating CommUNIt in Christ)’, and the flyer including God’s scripture introducing his 

events.  

Revelation 22:1-7 God is going to restore Eden. Then the angel showed me the river of the water 

of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the 

great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, 

yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. No 

longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his 

servants will serve him. They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. There will 

be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God 

will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever.  The angel said to me, “These words 

are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God who inspires the prophets, sent his angel to show his 

servants the things that must soon take place.” “Look, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who 

keeps the words of the prophecy written in this scroll.” 

Beloit, Kansas on October 25th at 12:00 noon in the Chautauqua Park, we had a picnic in the park 

with the harp played by Earlene Tice and singing by Ron Tice. Then two shofars were blown by 

Deb Horton and Loretta Nelson at 1:00 sharp. Kristi Arasmith was God's lead for the Awakening 

and welcomed everyone. God had us mix the clergy with five different praise and worship groups. 

We had nine testimonies mixed in with five clergy messages of grace, relationship, forgiveness, 

and unity of the body of Christ. Numerous denominations and non-denominations, various 

ministries, unchurched, with one purpose...to celebrate Jesus Christ. 

At the end, an invitation was extended for anyone having a heart desire to make a public 

commitment by baptism to receive Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. A woman's hand shot up 

in the back, and this brave soul made that eternal commitment.  

We all gathered around the stock tank to witness and support this woman in this life-changing 

decision. Pastor Al Paredes and accompanying Pastor Curt Horton baptized her in the name of the 



Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Applause ensued and emotions poured as we were led into the last 

song, ‘Trading Sorrows’ to seal this absolutely amazing moment with fitting lyrics of, “And we 

say Yes Lord, Yes Lord, Yes Yes Lord!” We couldn't have ended the day more perfectly. The 

Holy Spirit laid on our hearts, “It is Finished.” All glory and praise is to God. 

 

Next month: How God brought His details to life in this event. 

 

DONATIONS: 

When you go to our website you may notice a new “DONATE” button.  WAIT!  We are not 

really asking you to donate right now, we just want to offer you the opportunity.  Unfortunately, 

the pandemic has prevented us from spending money on the events we had planned.    

Everything we did was virtual.  Pray 2021 will be different.  Give if the Holy Spirit leads you. 

 

CLASS MEETINGS: 

Class Meetings were foundational to Methodism with the Wesleys not to mention with Jesus.  

Many believe it is foundational to discipleship.  Dallas Willard, in his book Living in Christ’s 

Presence,  says discipleship is pulling people along with us as we grow.  We have to be in 

relationship to be able to pull them with us.  Rev Dr. Kevin Watson has a wonderful book, The 

Class Meeting, Reclaiming the Small Group Experience. As UMM, we have been forming 

classes across the country using this book.   I would like to use it to help us launch small groups 

in our Conference.   

If you are interested in being part of a small group that will meet weekly, at a time and a 

day we agree to, please Contact me at ummwbb11@att.net and let me know. 

 

15th Annual UMMen 100 Club Scholarship BBQ Dinner 

 

The Annual BBQ raised about $5,000, was attended by 30 people, and was hosted by Dwight 

and Bette Trumble.  The main meal was catered by Jane Van Horn.....properly socially distanced 

in Dwight's amazing farm shed! 
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GREAT PLAINS UMMEN INTERNET LINKS 

 

If questions… Craig Nordaker, GPUMMen Sec & Web Coord, 402) 453-6666  

nordaker@cox.net   

  

The Internet is an incredible resource. It certainly has its advantages and also 

disadvantages! The links below are offered only as some potential resources for 

each of us to consider as we minister to other men about Jesus Christ.  

These links are not to be considered recommendations by your GPUMMen 

leadership team. Remembering that we must always use the Word of God (the 

Bible) as our foundation is our hope and prayer.   

  

Foundation- Nebraska UMC  

Foundation- Kansas Area UMC  

Great Plains Conference of the United Methodist Church  

SCJUMMen  

5 Ways to Reach Younger Men  

CBMC Heartland comochristian.com  

GCUMM  

GCUMM video introduction  

GodTube - Video Sharing - Browse by Category Iron 

Sharpens Iron National Men's Conferences  

kidsarecute's Video Channel - Watch Videos - GodTube  

LIVE BOLD  

Man in the Mirror  

ManToMan  

Men At The Cross  

Pastor Prayer Team | Pray For and Affirm Your Pastor  

REAL MOMENTUM | a movement of men transforming families & churches to the ends of the 

earth  

Rough Cut Men | Real Men - Real Life - Real Impact  

SoSA HomePage  

UMC.org  

UMMen store- Promotional Products  

UMTV.org  

Upper Room Living Prayer Center  

Ark Encounter  

https://numf.umfstatements.com/Login.aspx
https://numf.umfstatements.com/Login.aspx
https://numf.umfstatements.com/Login.aspx
https://numf.umfstatements.com/Login.aspx
http://kaumf.org/page.php?id=96&cid=3
http://kaumf.org/page.php?id=96&cid=3
http://kaumf.org/page.php?id=96&cid=3
http://kaumf.org/page.php?id=96&cid=3
http://www.greatplainsumc.org/
http://www.greatplainsumc.org/
http://scj-umm.org/
http://scj-umm.org/
http://www.gcumm.org/resources/5-ways-to-reach-younger-men
http://www.gcumm.org/resources/5-ways-to-reach-younger-men
https://heartland.cbmc.com/
https://heartland.cbmc.com/
http://comochristian.com/
http://comochristian.com/
http://www.gcumm.org/
http://www.gcumm.org/
https://m.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=ppiNVMPCWHc
https://m.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=ppiNVMPCWHc
http://www.godtube.com/browse/
http://www.godtube.com/browse/
http://www.godtube.com/browse/
http://www.godtube.com/browse/
http://www.godtube.com/browse/
http://www.godtube.com/browse/
http://www.ironsharpensiron.net/
http://www.ironsharpensiron.net/
http://www.ironsharpensiron.net/
http://www.godtube.com/kidsarecute/
http://www.godtube.com/kidsarecute/
http://www.godtube.com/kidsarecute/
http://www.godtube.com/kidsarecute/
http://www.godtube.com/kidsarecute/
http://www.godtube.com/kidsarecute/
http://www.livebold.org/
http://www.livebold.org/
http://www.maninthemirror.org/
http://www.maninthemirror.org/
http://www.mantomanonline.org/
http://www.mantomanonline.org/
http://menatthecross.org/
http://menatthecross.org/
http://pastorprayerteam.com/
http://pastorprayerteam.com/
http://realmomentum.org/
http://realmomentum.org/
http://realmomentum.org/
http://realmomentum.org/
http://realmomentum.org/
http://www.roughcutmen.com/
http://www.roughcutmen.com/
http://www.roughcutmen.com/
http://www.roughcutmen.com/
http://www.roughcutmen.com/
http://www.roughcutmen.com/
http://www.endhunger.org/
http://www.endhunger.org/
http://www.umc.org/site/c.lwL4KnN1LtH/b.1353935/k.4713/Our_mission_is_to_make_disciples_of_Jesus_Christ_for_the_transformation_of_the_world.htm
http://www.umc.org/site/c.lwL4KnN1LtH/b.1353935/k.4713/Our_mission_is_to_make_disciples_of_Jesus_Christ_for_the_transformation_of_the_world.htm
http://umm.logoshop.com/
http://umm.logoshop.com/
http://umm.logoshop.com/
http://umm.logoshop.com/
http://umtv.org/
http://umtv.org/
http://prayer-center.upperroom.org/
http://prayer-center.upperroom.org/
https://arkencounter.com/
https://arkencounter.com/

