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What is the future of the United Methodist Men (UMM)? 

 

My short answer is that I am not gifted with prophetic powers to be able to answer that question.  

So much of the organizational future of UMM is tied to the decisions yet to be made on the 

future of the UMC.  However, to really answer that question I usually probe deeper with my own 

questions.  Do you mean the organization of UMM or the ministry of Jesus through, for, and by 

men?  What does the ministry of men look like in your local church now?  What do you want it 

to look like?  Are you really asking why you should continue to be involved with or financially 

support the UMM?   For me, and hopefully for you, those are the important questions we need to 

answer.  

 

I can say that from the national leadership at the General Commission on United Methodist Men 

down to your men’s ministry leadership within our GP Conference, we do not see any change to 

our vision.   We still need to respond to the mission given us by Jesus in Matthew 28.  Our vision 

for doing that mission will remain as stated above.  Regardless of whatever organizational 

changes may happen, men will still have a need to develop an ongrowing relationship with Jesus.  

We want to help with that spiritual growth.  Do you? 

 

We know we will have to adjust our approach to ministry.  We know the real action; the real 

ministry still happens with each of you at the local church level.   We know that the real strength 

of the ministry comes from connecting churches, Districts, and the Conference.  We know we 

have lost our connectional strength.  Restoring those connections, helping revitalize local 

ministry will be our focus this year.  For that to happen, we need men engaged at the local 

church level.  We need to build stronger relationships with District Lay Leaders to help us reach 

                        

  Great God    Great Men    

  

  

  

Have you told your pastor you are praying for her/him lately? 



out to the local churches.   We also know that with only 10 members of your leadership team, we 

cannot plan it all.   You should have noticed that we increasingly are making you aware of 

spiritual growth opportunities presented both inside and outside our Conference through 

electronic connections.  Take advantage of them. Together we can do this.  Divided we cannot.   

For me, this vision is more than HOPE.   It is FAITH as defined in Hebrews.   

 

Hebrews 11:1: "Now faith (pi'stis) is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen."  

 
REMINDER: 

October 18th is the 3rd annual GCUMM Give Day.  The GCUMM is primarily 

supported by our giving. For more information go to  

https://bit.ly/giveday21download  

 

 

 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR GROWTH 

From Craig Nordaker: 

Men Need Other Men as Part of Their Spiritual Lives 

A personal, one-to-one, relationship between a man and his Maker God is 

paramount for a Christian. I believe that God wishes my/our relationship to deepen 

and grow. I have also learned that testimony and affirmation from other men, in 

addition to God, is valuable, as God does ‘use’ other men to help deepen that 

relationship. Throughout scripture, God’s Word reminds us of these truths. It might 

best be summarized in Proverbs and 1 Thessalonians. 

We are invited to fellowship with other men in a small group. Consider joining an 

existing small group, or better yet, start a new small group. Let one of us know 

how we can assist your ‘startup’. You’ll be glad you did! 

 

Pro 27:17  Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another. 

 

1 Th 5:11  Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you 

are doing. 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__bit.ly_giveday21download&d=DwMGaQ&c=7uNTVOr7fCmsNutsKGpH7g&r=X4urHnt8aMYHHvqPRryIBQ&m=hq319J80jrps4PLCOQmlMyB8g4PEfm7C_npm_7EEJ6o&s=E-dq_7mUqRnoz1LoJzOzKQt9n1dogwaUVeb6HPW_Om0&e=


 

 

 

 

 

Chapel Hill UMC in Wichita will have four Zoom/Webinar conversations with 

people who have authority in the area of interest. Each conversation will last 

an hour – 4 to 5pm CST with opportunity for questions and answers at the end 

of the first thirty minutes.   

• October 3 – William Paul Young, author of “The Shack,” will be speaking 

to the topic…”If God is good, why do people suffer in this world?” 

• October 10 – Dr Se Kim – a scientist and pastor’s wife – will speak on  

“Science or Faith or Both?” 

• October 24 – Rev Dr James Bryan Smith, will speak on  “Why Should I 

Want to be a Christian?” 

• November 14 – Adam Hamilton, will speak on  “How Can a Good and 

Loving God send people to Hell?”  

WE WILL SEND A REMINDER WITH THE LINK 

 

  

 

 

 



Happenings in Kansas and Nebraska 

NEBRASKA 

NEBRASKA – Doug Kallesen and John Forbes 

COME and SEE – Be a Part of … 

Jumpstart: Ideas and Inspiration for post 

pandemic 

WHO/WHAT: A four-hour gathering for all men and women in 

Nebraska and Kansas interested in hearing and sharing messages of God’s 

activities and the hope that God brings. 

WHERE: First United Methodist Church, Hastings, Nebraska  (614 N 

Hastings Ave) 

WHEN: Saturday, November 13, 10:30 AM to 2:30 PM 

CONTENT: Lunch and refreshments/snacks, PLUS a variety of 

speakers, music and worship by: 

• Rev Dr Charles Murithi of Grand Island, NE, Prairie Rivers District Superintendent leading 

worship and communion 

• Music – Kevin and Heidi Cheng of Central City  www.kevinandheidicheng.com   

• George Houle of Wichita, KS, President of Great Plains UMMen – Importance of 

discipleship and small group development to rekindle spiritual growth 

• Joyce Solomon of Merna, NE, Vice President of Great Plains UM Women – UMW 

missions, ministries and more! 

• Ryan Siver, Site Director of Camp Fontanelle, amazing camp opportunities for youth and 

families 

• Pastor Laura Stubblefield, United Campus Ministry at University of Nebraska at Kearney – 

what’s up on campus? 

• Doyle Henke, Grand Island First-Faith UMMen, scouting and its blessings 

• Roger Selley, Hastings Grace UMMen, opportunities and needs for missions 

• Kathy Murphy-Buschkoetter, Blue Hill UMC, Lay Leader of Prairie Rivers District 

REGISTRATION and COST: $10.00 payable on arrival (pastors free 

and scholarships available if needed for lay). PLEASE email or phone/text 

that you plan to come so we can plan food and notify you if there happens 

to be a cancellation due to covid.  

http://www.kevinandheidicheng.com/


Message your contact information, and how many you are 

registering, to: Doug Kallesen, dkallesen@neb.rr.com or 402-563-1570 

landline/voicemail or 402-909-4088 text/voicemail. 

WHAT IF: If the covid situation worsens and we cancel, we would hope 

to re-offer this program at a later date. 

SPONSORED BY: Prairie Rivers United Methodist Men and hosted by 

Hastings FUMC UMMen 

Kansas 

CLASS MEETINGS: 

Class Meetings were foundational to Methodism with the Wesleys, not to mention with Jesus.  

Many believe it is foundational to discipleship.  As UMM leadership, we have been forming 

classes across the country.   I would like to help us launch small groups in our Conference.    

I am blessed to be helping men of Shawnee UMC in modeling and learning how a Wesley 

fellowship class can help us grow spiritually by sharing life experiences.  We are using Dr. 

Kevin Watson’s book, The Class Meeting, Reclaiming the Small Group Experience. 

If you are interested in being part of a Wesley small group that will meet weekly, at a time 

and a day we agree to, please Contact me at ummwbb11@att.net and let me know. 

 

 

For more information about Men’s Ministry, please go to: 

 

United Methodist Men News: 

http://www.gcumm.org/news 

 

United Methodist Men Magazine: 

http://www.gcumm.org/resources/magazine 

 

mailto:dkallesen@neb.rr.com
mailto:ummwbb11@att.net
http://www.gcumm.org/news
http://www.gcumm.org/resources/magazine

