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Gateway Spring Retreat:“All God’s Children”  
at Pleasanton, 9:30-2:30. Registration page 2 

3 Mission u Opportunities 
Choose  your dates and locations 

July 15-19 at Salina KS 
July 26-28 at Kearney NE (Registration inside) 

August 17-18 at Topeka KS 
Learning Together for the Transformation  

of the World

Featured Events:

Great Plains Conference United Methodist Women  
Spiritual Retreat study based on the book Sensible Shoes by 

Sharon Garlough Brown.  
—Moving story of four women as they embark together on a spiritual 

journey. Retreat led by Rev. Billie Blair, Retired United Methodist 
Pastor, Pratt KS  

—MAY 3 – 5, 2019 Camp Comeca and Retreat Center, 
75670 RD 417, Cozad NE 69130. Registration form pg 8

Confused about when reports are due to the 
various district officers?  

Check out the table on page 6.

2019 Calendar of Events  

March 23 National Day of Giving to Legacy Fund  
  on our 150th Anniversary 

March 30 Local Unit Membership census due 

April 1  Met Tour Registration due 

April 15  Pledge to Missions for 2020 due 

April 23  Gateway District Spring Retreat   
  Pleasanton UM Church. Executive  
  meeting will follow. 

May 3-5  GP Conf UMW Retreat 
  Camp Comeca  

May 29-June 1 GP Annual Conference 
  Topeka, KS 

July 14-18 Mission U – Salina, KS 

July 26-28 Mission U weekend event; 
  Kearney, NE Holiday Inn 

August 17-18 Mission U – Topeka, KS 

Sept.20-21  Great Plains UMW Annual Meeting –  
  First UMC, Lincoln, NE 

October 8 Gateway District UMW Annual Meeting  
  Cozad UMC 
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Pleasanton United Methodist Church 
702 Sycamore Street 
9:30 AM – 2:30 PM 

REGISTRATION AND REFRESHMENTS 9:00 AM 
 

Speakers include Linda Shepard & Charlie Walker 
Pastor Anne Gahn and Pastor Seung Ho Park 

Presentation on Epworth Village by Joyce Solomon 
Lunch 

Arts/Crafts, Music and Renewal 
 

 
Please send your registration and $12 for lunch to Cortney Klein P. O. Box 283, Pleasanton, NE 
68866 or e-mail angelicck@msn.com. Phone: 308-455-0454. 
 

Register by April 12, 2019. Make checks payable to Pleasanton UMW. 

*************Registration Form – Gateway Spring Retreat 2019*********** 

 

Name_________________________   Address _____________________________ 

Telephone_____________________  E-mail_______________________________ 

Gateway District United Methodist Women 

Spring Retreat 
April 23, 2019 

 

Please bring: 

 *$2.00 for a project 
involving our 150 year 
celebration. 

*Greeting cards with the 
back cut off for a craft and 
recycling project. 

*Clean, empty pill bottles 
with label removed, and the 
cap for a recycling project. 

 



Gateway District Communications Winter 2019

2019, Issue 1  page �3

Greetings From Your President 
Dear Gateway District officers and local unit members: 

I am Kathy Mann, your newly elected Gateway 
District President, and I am looking forward to working 
with you. Your gifts and talents and willingness to do 
the work of God are of great value to our church and 
the mission of our UMW organization. 

I had the opportunity to attend the 2019 Ecumenical 
Legislative Briefing Day on Saturday, Feb.9, 2019, and 
learned many valuable ways in which United Methodist 
Women can be of help in passing legislation to continue 
working for justice in our society. Topics ranged from 
Advocacy, to Climate Change, to Redistricting Reform, 
and more. If you have any questions about the meeting, 
please contact me at 308-214-0798 or search 
Ecumenical Legislative day at  
<https://www.greatplainsumc.org.> 
Dates to keep on your calendar are: 

Spring Retreat, Tuesday April 23, 2019, 9:30-2:30. 
 Registration beginning at 8:30.  Items to bring to the 
Spring Retreat include: 

• Please bring $2.00 for a project involving our 150 
year celebration. 

• Please bring clean, empty prescription bottles 
with label removed, and the cap included for a 
recycling project. <https://m25m.org/>. 

• Please bring greeting cards with the back cut off 
for a craft and recycling project  
<https://stjudesranch.org/recycled-card-program/> 

Please check elsewhere in the newsletter for the 
calendar of activities and opportunities for each of you. 
Praise God for the events that we have to look forward 
to attend and to those who do so much planning and 
work to make them available for our members to enjoy. 

Looking forward to seeing you at the Spring 
Retreat!  
Blessings! 
Kathy Mann, , Gateway District United Methodist 
President; 308-214-0798; kman1947@gmail.com 

Journey in Planning News: 
NOT YOUR MAMMA’S LADIES AID! 

One hundred fifty years ago a small group of 
faithful women came together in Boston and formed 
the Women’s Foreign Missionary Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. Our beginning in 
Nebraska dates to 1871 with our joining that group. 
Since evolving into United Methodist Women, we 
have seen many changes, including global missions, 
local ministries, and programs and resources to 
increase understanding of Christian outreach. From 
Ladies Aid to Women’s Society of Christian Service to 
United Methodist Women, we have grown into an 
organization that worldwide hosts over 800,000 
women. 

Hopefully each and every unit will make plans to 
recognize the 150th anniversary during 2019.  Need 
ideas? Here’s a few: 

-Research history of your unit. 
-Place pictures of unit activities in local newspapers or  

 on the Gateway web page. 
-Share UMW facts every Sunday at church. 
-Read Women United for Change: 150 Years in 

Mission. 
-Have a party and invite former members. 
-Compile personal stories of UMW members. 
-Increase giving and support to UMW projects. 
-Hold an old-fashioned hymn sing. 
-Plant flowers at the church in memory of past   

 members. 
-Invite a neighboring unit for a Bible study. 
-Do something special for the girls in your church. 
-Have special recognition for babies born during 2019. 
-Put together a quilt. 
-Hold a UMW Sunday or Sundays. 
-Have a Bible study on women in the Bible. 
-Wear hats like our foremothers wore to church and   

 unit meetings. 
-Have a POTLUCK! 
Make a plan and find ways to give thanks for all 

the women through all the years who have had the 
vision and compassion to share talents, time and 
resources in the tradition of United Methodist Women. 
I’ll look forward to hearing all that Gateway units can 
do to celebrate 150 years. 

Rejoice that we are such a strong organization.  Be 
creative. Have fun.  
Rita Skiles, Gateway UMW Journey in Planning 
Leader; 308-995-7103; brskiles@atcjet.net 

Psalm 127:3-5. Children are a heritage from the LORD, 

offspring a reward from him. Like arrows in the hands of a 

warrior are children born in one’s youth. Blessed is the man 

whose quiver is full of them. They will not be put to shame 

when they contend with their opponents in court.

https://www.greatplainsumc.org.
https://m25m.org/
https://stjudesranch.org/recycled-card-program/
mailto:kman1947@gmail.com
https://www.greatplainsumc.org.
https://m25m.org/
https://stjudesranch.org/recycled-card-program/
mailto:kman1947@gmail.com
mailto:brskiles@atcjet.net
mailto:brskiles@atcjet.net
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A MESSAGE FOR GATEWAY DISTRICT UNIT SECRETARIES 
Hello, Local Unit Secretaries,  
    First, let me take a minute to introduce myself. My name is Cortney Klein 
and I am the NEW Gateway District Secretary with big shoes to fill. As the 
new secretary, I have been acquainting myself with the job responsibilities 
and I thought I would share a few good suggestions I have come across for 
keeping minutes.  
1. Record the meeting date, time, place, name of presiding officer, type of 
meeting and those present at the beginning of your minutes.  
2. All motions should be recorded exactly as stated. If it is a complicated 
motion,  don’t  be  afraid  to  have  the  person making the  motion  put  it  in 
writing.  
3. File all reports given with the minutes.  
4. Make sure to sign your name at the end of the minutes.  
    I hope to get a chance to meet all of you at the Spring Retreat on April 23, 
2019 in Pleasanton. Please take a minute to find me and introduce yourself.  
Cortney Klein, Gateway District UMW Secretary; 308-455-0454;
angelicck@msn.com

TREASURER'S REPORT 
Since I am new to the District Treasurer's position and relatively new to 

UMW there are a lot of things for me to learn and remember.  I will 
appreciate any help that you can give me by getting reports to me in a timely 
fashion and having them filled out correctly.  You should have received a 
packet with all of the necessary forms at the October Gateway meeting. 

Congratulations to all of you on Gateway's accomplishments in 2018 in 
making 100.27% of the pledge for the conference.  Let's keep up the good 
work! 

Speaking of Pledges, your 2020 pledge is due to me by April 15. This is 
good timing for the Gateway Executive committee to work on the budget at 
our Spring Fling at Pleasanton in order to make our deadline of May 1 to 
conference treasurer. All of you work so hard towards keeping your pledge 
and keeping Gateway District one of the top contributors for our mission 
work. 

Eighteen Units completed the 5-7 Star Giving in 2018.  These awards 
will be honored at our spring retreat at Pleasanton. We will also be lighting 
the Dedicated Light in Honor or Memory of those for 2018 with the light 
burning for each of these Honorees. According to the past treasurer only 13 
of the units completed the proper paper work.  These are in your packet and 
must be filled out. 

Please attend any Gateway District meetings to learn from others about 
completing the forms to get proper credit for your unit's accomplishments.  
These are great times of sharing and meeting the other treasurers – some are 
new and some have filled those positions for a number of years.  I would 
love the opportunity to meet each of you.  In the meantime, if you have 
questions, please do not hesitate to call me at 308-631-9506 or email me at 
barbhansen38@charter.net. 

I will have corsages and cards at the Spring Retreat. If you are making 
purchases for you personally or your unit, please fill out the appropriate 
forms so you  or your unit can get credit towards 5-7 Star Giving. 

Hope to see you on April 23 at Pleasanton!  
Barb Buescher, Gateway District Treasurer; 308-631-9506;    
barbhansen38@charter.net 
[Treasurers, please correct Barb’s phone number on the report form 
found in the treasurer’s packets received last fall at district meeting.]

2019 Unit Sisters 
ARAPAHOE: Nevabelle Howe 308-440-6933
BARTLEY: Nevabelle Howe 308-440-6933
BERTRAND: Sarah Hansen 402-981-2795
BRADY: Marlene Boysen 308-325-3936
BROKEN BOW: Rita Skiles 308-995-7103
BURWELL: Joyce Solomon 308-643-9461
CALLAWAY: Sonja Wagner 308-750-7085
CAMBRIDGE: Sarah Hansen 402-981-2795
COZAD: Shirley Pierce 308-325-2976
EDDYVILLE: Kathy Mann 308-214-0798
ELM CREEK: Linda Lawrence 308-308-870-2317
ELWOOD: Joyce Solomon 308-643-9461
EUSTICE: Marlene Boysen 308-325-336
FARNAM: Rose Hamilton 308-293-7100
FRANKLIN: Rose Hamilton 308-293-7100
GIBBON FAITH: Barb Buescher 308-631-9506
HAVEN’S CHAPEL: Kathy Pierce 308-216-0072
HOLDREGE: Shirley Pierce 308-325-2976
HUNTLEY: Georgia Dutt 308-697-3669
KEARNEY FIRST: Barb Buescher 308-631-9506
LEXINGTON: Doris Whitacre 308-234-2369
LITCHFIELD: Peg Walters 308-872-5384
LOUP CITY: Cortney Klein 308-455-0454
MERNA: Ardith Davenport 308-529-3637
MILLER: Linda Lawrence 308-870-2317
MINDEN: Sarah Hansen 402-981-2795
MIRA VALLEY: Sonja Wagner 308-750-7085
MORNING STAR: Sonja Wagner 308-750-7085
ORD: Peg Walters 308-872-5384
OVERTON: Cortney Klein 308-455-0454
OXFORD: Georgia Dutt 308-697-3669
PLEASANTON: Ardith Davenport 308-529-3637
REPUBLICAN CITY: Rita Skiles 308-995-7103
SCOTIA: Doris Whitacre 308-234-2369
SHELTON: Kathy Pierce 308-216-0072

Proverbs 22:6 Start children off on the 

way they should go, and even when they 

are old they will not turn from it.

mailto:barbhansen38@charter.net
mailto:barbhansen38@charter.net
mailto:barbhansen38@charter.net
mailto:barbhansen38@charter.net
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JOURNEY IN GROWTH 

Hi to all! It's hard to believe, but another year has passed 
quickly. We're in February of 2019 which means Census 
2018 is here. Our goal for 2018 is 100% for all conferences. 
Which means for Gateway District we want 100% of local 
units represented in the census. We were able to achieve that 
goal for the Census 2017. I am confident that we will also 
reach our goal this year!  
     So if you've already turned your forms into me or 
completed the online form you're in the clear! If you 
completed the form online please notify me as I am unable to 
see your online completed form. If not, please submit ASAP. 
You may send email or snail mail. If you do not have the 
form, please contact me ASAP. My phone number is (308) 
293-7100. I want to thank each one of you for your work that 
you have done to help us accomplish this very important 
mission!  
   Please remember that this year is the 150th anniversary of 
United Methodist Women! I hope that each unit is planning to 
celebrate, both in your local unit and at your church level. 
Some ideas are having a skit, UMW moments for church 
service, UMW trivia or bingo, devote a Sunday to UMW and 
members will participate in the entire service. It was 
suggested that that could be the Sunday after conference to 
give your pastor a break. Also, we are requested that each 
local unit think about our history and how UMW has 
impacted us. That is all for now. God bless àll of you!  
    “Peace I leave with you. My peace I give to you. I do not 
give to you as the world gives. Your heart must not be 
troubled or afraid.” John 14:27  
Rose Hamilton; 20 North 4th St., Miller, NE 68858; 
rosebudd61@hotmail.com

JOURNEY IN ACTION 

Hi, I am Sonja Wagner from Burwell, NE. I am your 
brand new Journey in Action Leader. When I was 
asked to take this position, I was pleased to say 
“Yes”. I am asking for volunteers to assist me with 
ideas that would benefit you and your group. What 
can you step into as a volunteer on a small project? 
With God’s help, I want to see communities 
strengthened by our UMW units. In this 150th year of 
women in mission in the church, let us all look for 
God’s calling. Let’s make our 150 year-celebration a 
special one. I look forward to meeting you at our 
Spring event.  
Sonja Wagner, Journey in Action Leader, 
308-750-7085, sonjadann@aol.com 

YOUR JOURNEY IN FAITH 

I am reminding you to think about your 
childhood walk with God. How you and your 
family made a place in your home for God. We will 
be learning about how the Lord led a woman to 
invite homeless and sometime parentless children 
into her home. How she learned to love and care for 
children that she had yet to know they needs. Please 
join us at the Spring Retreat in Pleasanton United 
Methodist Church April 2019 to hear more of her 
story. I remember Mark 10:14-16 "When Jesus saw 
this, He was indignant. He said to them" Let the 
little children come to me, and do not hinder them, 
for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. I 
tell you the truth, anyone who will  not receive the 
kingdom  of God like a little child will never enter 
it" And he took the children in his arms, put his 
hands on them and blessed them. 

May God bless you and open our eyes to the 
children with needs around us. 
    See you in April, 
Marlene Boysen, Journey in Faith Leader;
308-325-3936--marlene.boysen@gmail.com

Matthew 18:10 See that you do not despise one of 

these little ones. For I tell you that their angels in 

heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven. 

A request to all Presidents in Gateway District:  
    Gateway District UMW Communications wants to be 
effective in sending out the newsletter and other 
information to the local UMW units. Please respond by 
calling me (308-346-4880—leave a message if 
necessary), emailing me (a.r.davenport@gmail.com), or 
dropping a line in the mail (PO Box 172, Burwell NE 
68823) to tell me you received the newsletter. Only 
presidents or other contact person receives one—so share 
the news with everyone!  
Ardith Davenport, Communications Coordinator

mailto:rosebudd61@hotmail.com
mailto:a.r.davenport@gmail.com
mailto:rosebudd61@hotmail.com
mailto:a.r.davenport@gmail.com
mailto:sonjadann@aol.com
mailto:sonjadann@aol.com
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2019 Date What report? To which Gateway 
Leader?

Address

March 30 local unit census due on 
UMW.org website

Journey In Growth  
Leader

Rose Hamilton/Miller--308-293-7100--
rosebudd61@hotmail.com

October 1 Names/contact info of local 
officers

Secretary Cortney Klein, P.O. Box 283, 
Pleasanton NE 68866

December 10 final payment of UMW  Unit 
Pledge

Treasurer Barb Beuscher 300 May Ave, Gibbon, 
NE 68840

December 10 Dedicated Light Names Treasurer Barb Beuscher 300 May Ave, Gibbon, 
NE 68840

December 10 Special Mission Recognition 
Names + $40 per name

Treasurer Barb Beuscher 300 May Ave, Gibbon, 
NE 68840

December 10 Reading Program Report Learning Leader Sarah Hansen, 204 N. Center, Sargent 
NE 68874

December 10 Mission Do Report Giving Leader Sarah Hansen, 204 N. Center, Sargent 
NE 68874

December 10 Names of those lost to moving, 
deceased, etc and number of 
new members

Faith Leader Marlene Boysen, P.O. Box 161, Oconto 
NE 68860
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JOURNEY OF GIVING AND LEARNING 
Greetings Gateway District UMW sisters,  

Thank you to all for getting the reports turned in for 
Mission Do and Reading Program completion.  There is 
some change in the Reading Program such that the 
Mission Resource Center will no longer have the 
current year’s books to send out for our fall and spring 
district meetings. I am in the process of finding other 
possibilities to have at least some of the books available 
to see and purchase. The list of books that are on the 
Reading Program for a specific year will be specified in 
the previous December issue of Response Magazine. 

I look forward to seeing you all at the Spring 
Retreat in Pleasanton on April 23, 2019. 

God’s Peace, 
Sarah Hansen, Journey of Giving and Learning; 
402-981-2795; hansenst@juno.com

GREETINGS FROM GATEWAY 
NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE:  

 

We hope all of you have survived the long 
winter. 

This committee seeks nominations for these 
Gateway District UMW offices to serve the 
2020-21 term:  

Journey in Planning (VP); Journey in Growth; 
Nominations Chair; other Nominations 
Committee members; and Communications 
Coordinator.  

Nominations Chair: Linda Lawrence; 
308-836-2374; Cell: 308-870-2317; 
lawrence@gpcom.net 

When Is My Report Due?

Reports due in January not listed here.

mailto:hansenst@juno.com
mailto:hansenst@juno.com
http://UMW.org
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Gateway District Officers
President Kathy Mann/Burwell—308-214-0798--kmann1947@gmail.com
Secretary Cortney Klein/Pleasanton—308-455-0454--angelicck@msn.com
Treasurer Barb Buescher/Gibbon—308-631-9506--barbhansen38@charter.net
Journey in Planning Leader Rita Skiles/Huntley--308-995-7103--brskiles@atcjet.net
Journey in Faith Leader Marlene Boysen/Oconto--308-325-3936--marlene.boysen@gmail.com
Journey in Action Leader Sonja Wagner/Burwell--308-750-7085--sonjadann@aol.com
Journey in Giving and Learning Leader Sarah Hansen/Sargent--402-981-2795--hansenst@juno.com
Journey in Growth Leader Rose Hamilton/Miller--308-293-7100--rosebudd61@hotmail.com
Communications Coordinator Ardith Davenport/Burwell—cell:308-529-3637--a.r.davenport@gmail.com
• Committee on Nominations 
• Chair: Linda Lawrence/Callaway—308-836-2374—Cell: 308-870-2317--lawrence@gpcom.net
• Shirley Pierce/Oconto--308-325-2976--Spierce1936@gmail.com
• Kathy Pierce/Gibbon--308-216-0072--kpierce@nctc.net
• Georgia Dutt/Cambridge—308-697-3669--kdutt@swnebr.net
• Nevabelle Howe/Kearney 308-440-6933--ahowe@frontiernet.net
District Superintendent Rev. Cindy Karges/Kearney

Great Plains Conference UMW Officers in Gateway District:
Vice President: Joyce Solomon/Merna—308-643-2323—Cell: 308-643-9461--solomon.joyce@gmail.com
Communications Coordinator: Peg Walters/Broken Bow—308-870-3668—Cell: 308-872-5384--
pwaltersgpumw@gmail.com
Nominations: Doris Whitacre/Kearney 308-234-2369—whit12_1998@yahoo.com

2019: NEW YEAR: NEW YOU 
The Burwell, Nebraska, UMW 

unit kicked off the New Year with 
an ac t iv i ty a t Communi ty 
Memorial Health Center, which 
several residents attended. 

Amelia Kizer, our member 
who is 96 years young (who lives 
in her own home, drives around 
town, and attends Rosie the 
Riveter Conventions every year), 
led the group in making collages 
entitled “2019: New Year, New 
You.” We cut pictures and words 
from magazines that reflected our 
goals for the coming year. We relished this time of laughter and visiting with the residents, many of whom were 
Burwell UMC members, while working on our collages. 

The kitchen staff at CMHC provided us with brownies and beverages for us to enjoy after we completed the 
project.  

[Did you enjoy reading this social action story? Submit a story about your unit for the next newsletter.]
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Great Plains Conference United Methodist Women Spiritual Retreat 
 

SENSIBLE SHOES 
Spiritual retreat based on the book Sensible Shoes by Sharon Garlough Brown. 

Moving story of four women as they embark together on a spiritual journey. 
 

Retreat led by Rev. Billie Blair, Retired United Methodist Pastor, Pratt KS 
 

MAY 3 – 5, 2019 
 

Camp Comeca and Retreat Center, 75670 RD 417, Cozad NE  69130 
 

Registration:  Friday, May 3, 3:00 – 5:30 p.m. 
Friday dinner at 6:00 p.m. and session begins at 7:00 p.m. with opening worship. 
Saturday sessions throughout the day plus time to tour camp, walk a Labyrinth,  
visit indoor and outdoor chapels and an evening of relaxing, games and more. 

Sunday morning closing session and worship.  Dismissed by noon (lunch on own). 
 

All Women and their Friends in the Great Plains Conference are Welcome to attend! 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

REGISTRATION FORM 
 

Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email:  ____________________________________________  Tel:  ______________________________ 
 
Accommodation Choices:  Includes 2 nights lodging, Friday-dinner, Saturday-3 meals, Sunday-breakfast 
and the book “Sensible Shoes” that will be mailed when you register so you can read it in advance. 
 
______  Overlook Lodge:  $145.00/person plus $25.00 non-refundable fee (Add $50 for private room) 
        Motel type rooms-2 or 3 beds/room) Few rooms on 1st floor. Rooms on 2nd floor-no elevator. 

       First floor required due to health _____ (check line if applicable) 
 
______   Dormitory:  $110.00/person plus $25.00 non-refundable fee.  (One floor). 
        Bunk beds with bathroom facilities.    If willing to be on a top bunk, please check here _____ 

       Bring your own bedding and towels.   
  
______    Commuter:  $50.00/person plus $25.00 non-refundable fee.  No lodging provided. 

If motel desired: Rodeway Inn, 809 S. Meridian Ave., Cozad.  Tel:  308-784-4900.  
 
______    Swimming (indoor pool) on Saturday - $7.00 (in addition to cost shown above) 
 

Roommates desired - list names on reverse of this form (Lodge–1 or 2; Dorm–up to 7). 
If no roommates, roommates will be assigned. 

 
Special Dietary Requirements (including allergies): _________________________________________  
 

Bring snacks to share if desired (NO cinnamon due to an allergy to the taste and smell). 
NO perfumes or other fragrances please due to allergies. 

 
  REGISTER BY FRIDAY, APRIL 19, 2019 
Register by sending this completed form with $25.00 non-refundable fee to Rena Conner, PO Box 683, Alma 
NE 68920. Remaining amount due by mailing check to Rena by Apr 19. No refunds after Apr 19.   Make 
checks payable to Great Plains Conference UMW.  The earlier you register, the sooner you receive the book 
and more likely to get desired lodging.  Questions? Contact Rena at rc68920@gmail.com or 308.928.9231. 



Gateway District Communications Winter 2019

2019, Issue 1  page �9

Encourage Young Women of Gateway District to participate in this education and 
mission opportunity! 

Registration packet available on the GP Conference website  
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/files/umw/metour/
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