
From Your District President 

Greetings Sisters-in Christ, 

As I write the wind is blowing snow around the area this evening.  Tomorrow it will be enchanting!  All white, 

cold and crystal clear. Ahh, such is winter, but Spring will come soon. 

 

The Great West District UMW Spring Meeting will be a PARTY!   A Birthday Party: 150 Years of UMW! How fun 

(and informative) our meeting will be.   We will celebrate the history of UMW, where we have been and where 

we are going.   Has your unit planned for a celebration in your own church?  I encourage you to do so, sharing 

the joys of missions to women, children and youth. 

 

Our District Meeting will be held in Imperial at the United Methodist Church on April 6, 2019, beginning with 

registration at 9:00 am MT with coffee time. The business meeting will begin at 9:30 am MT and throughout 

the day we will have worship, the recognition of units for meeting the mission levels, a memorial service and 

much more. Did I say PARTY? Of course party, cake and all the fun stuff.   We have much to celebrate in the 

Great West district.   Our missional giving was over the TOP.  Hooray for us!  But we have work to do in 

recruitment. Several units have gone inactive, and the number of younger women joining is dwindling. OH 

DEAR!  

 

Over the last several years a Legacy Fund has had a strong presence, to preserve UMW and to continue the 

missions we value and fund. We are asking each Unit to prayerfully consider a one-time gift of $150.00 to the 

Legacy Fund to promote and continue the UMW of the future.   Also we are asking each woman attending our 

Spring Meeting to donate $1.50 to that same fund as a birthday gift to UMW.   

 

Our Missional focus is the BIG GARDEN.   A speaker will join us for the day, and we want to shower the speaker 

with gifts in kind for the garden and related projects.   Gift cards to Home Depot, Menard’s, Target, Walmart 

and other “general store” merchants are most welcome so they may purchase the items needed for the many 

gardens they supervise.  Won’t you join us in CELEBRATION and THANKSGIVING for a day of remembrances, of 

hope and joy of being a United Methodist Woman.   

 

See you in Imperial, 

In Christ’s Service through UMW,  

Kathi Yost, President 
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Program Resources 

The Reading Program 

 

Greetings Friends, 

 

For almost 150 years, United Methodist 

Women have involved in mission that includes 

prayer, study, and action. The Reading 

Program is a study opportunity, but it should 

also lead to action. As 2019 begins, steps are 

being taken to streamline the distribution of 

books on the Reading Program list.  

What this means: 

 Books are to be ordered by each unit. 

 Books will no longer be on display at 

District Meetings. 

 You will be able to purchase books 

from umwresources.org, Cokesbury, 

Amazon, and other major retailers. Just 

a few more on-line sites are 

overdrive.com, thriftbooks.com and 

don’t forget to check with your local 

library. 

 If you purchase from Amazon, the 

books are shipped free if you are a 

Prime member. If you purchase 

through Amazon Smile Program, a 

donation is made with each order to 

United Methodist Women. To learn 

more about Amazon Smile, visit 

smile.amazon.com. (Choose the United 

Methodist Women in New York, NY to 

support the national office.) 

 

Be sure to stop by the Reading Program table 

at the District Meeting and register for a 

drawing for a free Mission U Book, Practicing 

Resurrection the Gospel of Mark and Radical 

Discipleship or a free one-year subscription to 

Response Magazine. Plus there will be lots of 

free materials from the United Methodist 

Women Resources on display. I will be glad to 

help you with your on-line orders and share 

ideas about the Reading Program. Of course, 

remember that you can read books from the 

last five years for completing Reading 

Program goals. 
 

Happy Reading! 
Joann Schafer  
Program Resources 

Join us in Celebrating 

150 Years of UMW at our  

Spring Meeting in Imperial 

Great West UMW Vice President Tina Kitt 

tlkitt@yahoo.com   308-882-1844 cell 
 

The District UMW Spring Meeting is coming up 
Saturday, April 6 in Imperial, with the UMW Unit at the 
Imperial United Methodist Church hosting this special 
event. The day will begin with registration and 
refreshments at 9 a.m. MT and is expected to wrap up by 
3 p.m. MT. 

‘150 Years of Faith, Hope and Love in Action’ is the 
theme for our Spring Meeting, with lots of birthday 
party touches to mark the occasion in style.  

 We are encouraging each unit to bring or send a 
birthday card with a donation for the Legacy Fund 
enclosed. Your checks should be made payable to 
the Great Plains Conference UMW with Legacy 
Fund written on the memo line.  

 Those individuals attending the Spring Meeting 
150th Birthday Party are encouraged to chip in 
with gifts of $1.50 each, which will go to the 
Legacy Fund also. 

 To celebrate our Units and the work done these 
past 150 years, we would like those units able to 
attend the Spring Meeting to consider creating a 
Living Time Line to bring to the District gathering 
to display together with those from other units.  
Let’s really celebrate the good work done by 
UMW and the lives that have been changed!  
More info about Living Time Lines can be found 
on page 5 of this newsletter. To make these 
timelines easy to display you could us a foam 
board or tri-fold display board. 

Matt Freeman, Director of Operations and Development 
at The Big Garden in Omaha, will be our guest speaker, 
bringing us great information of the life-changing work 
done at this Mission Agency.  Instead of in-kind-gifts to 
be transported back to The Big Garden, we are asking 
units to bring gift cards to stores like Walmart, Menards, 
Home Depot, Target, etc., for Matt to take back to The 
Big Garden to help them carry on their work.                    

The registration form for the Spring Meeting is included 
in this newsletter along with an event flyer which can be 
displayed at your church. For more information contact 
District Vice President Tina Kitt at 308-882-1844 or via 
email at tlkitt@yahoo.com.  
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Calling All Units - Get Your Local Unit Officer Report Information 

Submitted by September for the upcoming 2020 Directory 

 Just a reminder that you need to submit your Local Officer Report for 2020 by September 2019.   

 The Local Officer Report form was included in the packet given to the units last fall, but if you are in 

need of one, please contact Vicki Brown. She will need your updated information by September so she 

can complete the new Directory in time for our Fall Meeting in October. 

 Submit your forms to our District Journey in Growth/ Membership Officer: 

Vicky Brown 

73496 314 Avenue  

Champion, NE 69023 

308-882-2147  Vlbrown1942@gmail.com  
 

  From the Desk of the 

Chair of Nominations 

Karen Harford  

Email: khar520@bwtelcom.net Cell number: 970-630-9125  Home number: 308-297-3310 

 

The Way of Love 

First Corinthians 13 is the Way of Love chapter.  

“Love never gives up. Love cares more for others than for self. Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have. Love 

doesn’t strut, doesn’t have a swelled head, doesn’t force itself on others, isn’t always ‘me first,’. . . . . Love 

trusts God always, always looks for the best, and keeps going to the end.”  

Marianne Williamson in her book, A Year of Miracles states that “Whatever I give to others, I am giving to 

myself. Today I give my peace to others, that I might be at peace. I withhold my judgment, that I not be judged. 

I extend my love, that love be forever mine.”  

We as members of UMW in the Great West District, show our love by being a part of an awesome board. As 

chairperson of nominations, we could have at least one more member on our nominations committee team. If 

anyone would like to be on our team, please let me know.   

I love this prayer that Marianne Williamson ends in one of her devotionals – “Dear God, Today I remember 

those whom the world has forgotten: Those who are tortured, those who are oppressed, those who are hopeless 

and feel no love around them. May the love I send to them help work miracles in their lives. Amen.”   

May we remember that being part of a team that does just that, will not only give to others, but also to 

ourselves. 

Karen Harford, Chair of Nominations 

mailto:khar520@bwtelcom.net


For more information or to register contact your Local UMW Unit President or 

Tina Kitt, District Vice President, 308-882-1844 (cell)  tlkitt@yahoo.com (email) 

Elna Johnson, Imperial UMW Unit Contact, elna@gpcom.net (email) 

308-882-6113 (Elna’s cell) 308-882-4402 (Elna’s home)   

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 

150 Years of 
    Faith 
150 Years of 
    Hope 
150 Years of 
    Love 
In Action! 

 

Saturday, 

April 6 

Imperial United 

Methodist Church 

420 Holland Street 

Imperial, NE 

Registration: 9 a.m. MT 

Gathering Music: 9:30 a.m. MT 

Guest Speaker: 

Matt Freeman 

The Big Garden 

 

All times given are Mountain Time 
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Your Gifts at Work 

From Your District Treasurer - Joyce Bley  

(308) 883-1354 (new phone number) 

 

The Great West District gave $43,574.92 in mission giving and 

$16,040.74 in supplementary giving bring in a total of $ 

59,615.66 for 2018.   

Our Great Plains Conference giving for 2018 totaled 

$646,254.26.  Our pledge was $625,000.00, so we paid 

103.4%. 

We also have 20 local units that will be receiving their 7-Star 

award, and 2 their 5-Star for 2018.   

I just want to say a big Thank you to each local unit for 

everything you do for UMW.  We could not do this without 

you.  Just remember this money goes to help women and 

children.  What a blessing. 

Great West District UMW Treasurer 

Joyce Bley 

June 1-11, 2019 

Red Bird Mission, Beverly, KY; 
The Upper Room, Nashville, TN; 

Cookson Hills Center, Cookson, OK; 
Sager Brown, Louisiana 

So much more than a mission trip! 

Journey in Faith 
District Journey In Faith - Betty Vette 
The Great West District UMW Officers drew 
for prayer partners for this year, at the 
organizational meeting in Ogallala on January 
19, 2019.  Praying for one another daily keeps 
us united and near to the God we serve. 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 

So What Do We Include in a Living Timeline? 

United Methodist Women ~ Tell Your Story! 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacy/living-timeline/livingtimeline150final.aspx 

Honoring United Methodist Women members by telling their story demonstrates the power the 

individual spirit can have on God’s people. 

Lift Up Your Unit’s History! 
•  Who were the founding members? What were the steps they took for mission? 

• What global mission from the founding days attracted members attention  and giving? 

• What local missions from the founding days did members do within  the community? 

Lift Up Your Unit’s Mission Story in the Present!  
• What mission work is presently happening within your local unit?  
• Whom does your local unit serve in the community? Describe the service and the impact it has had 
on the community.  
• Are there people in the community impacted by your unit’s mission work? Share their stories.  
Lift Up Members! 
Try to avoid asking questions that will lead to a listing of positions held in the church and United 
Methodist Women unit. We are active in our faith, so  concentrate on the acts of service as United 
Methodist Women members! 
• Tell me about some of the mission work you have done in your unit.  
• What are the most important lessons you’ve learned in your mission work?  
• Do you have a favorite story about working with your unit?  
• What is your favorite work you do for your United Methodist Women unit? Why?  
 

 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacy/living-timeline/livingtimeline150final.aspx


Registration & Noon Lunch:  $10 per person 

Unit: _________________________    Number of Members Attending: ______ 

(Do not include any Great West District Officers in your unit head count – they will be registered separately.) 

Total Due: _________________ 

Please list the names of those attending on the back of this Registration Form 

Send Registration to:  Elna Johnson 
     P.O. Box 65 
     Imperial, NE   69033 
     Email: elna@gpcom.net 

Phone: 308-882-4402 (home) 
    308-882-6113 (cell) 

 Registrations due by March 30 

 
 
 
 

 

  

Saturday, April 6 
Imperial United Methodist Church 

 420 Holland Street, Imperial, NE 

308-882-4916 (Fellowship Hall) 

 

Registration: 9 a.m. MT 

Gathering Music: 9:30 a.m. MT 
Guest Speaker:  

Matt Freeman-The Big Garden 

It’s A Birthday Party! 
~ Each Unit is asked to bring a Living Timeline 

on a foam board panel or tri-fold display to 

showcase their unit history and projects. 

~ Each Unit is also asked to consider bringing a 

birthday card and donation for the Legacy Fund 

and attendees are asked to bring a gift of $1.50. 

~ Gift cards to Menards, Home Depot, Target, 

Walmart, etc. are welcomed as in-kind gifts for 

The Big Garden. 

150 Years of  

Faith, Hope & Love 

In Action! 



Notes from the Conference Leadership Meeting 
From Karen Dunlap, President, Great Plains United Methodist Women 

 

Dear UMW Sisters in Christ:   

This is my first INFOGram all about the Winter Leadership Meeting that was held in Concordia, KS 

on Jan 11-12,2019.   Please share information in your newsletters with your district and unit 

members!  Thanks!  We Who Hope...we need to be a Sisterhood of Grace, with HOPE for our 

World, our Nation, our general conference, our churches, our neighbors, our families and 

ourselves.  We need to LISTEN and refuse to turn away from our mission.  We need to PRAY 

when the tears of God are being shed.  We who HOPE in the Lord "who will renew our strength 

and soar on wings like eagles". 

 

Conference Treasurer – Barbara Smith 

I was delighted to visit with 15 of our 17 treasurers at the meeting in Concordia.  That’s great – 

given the weather we were dealing with!  Today I finished our remittance to National.  We have 

paid our pledge and then some!  At 103.4%, we have paid $646,254.26.  Pat yourselves on the 

back!  I really appreciate everyone’s hard work and multiple remits to get the job done.  Next big 

project is preparing district budgets and pledges by May 1.  Please let me know if you have 

questions.  Barbara Smith, UMW GPC treasurer, bdasmith@sbcglobal.net   913-634-6994. 

 

Peg Walters- WEB 

Now on the Great Plains UMW website https://www.greatplainsumc.org/ 

 NE Ecumenical Legislative Day Online and Paper registrations (2/1 deadline) 

 KS LEAF Online and Paper registration and workshop list  

 GP UMW Conference Spiritual Retreat Paper Registration.  It is May 3-5 at Camp Comeca, 

but if you register early, you will be able to receive and read the book "Sensible Shoes" 

before the retreat and have first dibs on rooms at the lodge! 

 Kearney Mission u Flyer to post in your churches (registration will be available around the 

end of March?) 

 METour Flyer to post in your churches.  Registration will be on soon for April 1st deadline, 

but you can start to promote it, and maybe units/churches would like to help sponsor $450 

cost for young women 15-20 to go southeast for mission work June 1-11th!  

 District/Conference officer names/email links should now be on website.  Check to make 

sure your district is correct and let me know if not.   

 

2019 Mission u - July 14-18 in Salina KS, July 26-28 in Kearney NE 

Studies will include "Practicing Resurrection - The Gospel of Mark and Radical Discipleship" with 

study leader, Rev. Jerry Brabec, and "Women United for Change: 150 Years in Mission" with study 

leaders Karen Dunlap, Lisa Maupin, and Barbara Jo Burns. 

 

2019 Nebraska Ecumenical Legislative Day - February 9, 2019, Christ United Methodist Church, 

4530 A St, Lincoln, NE 

 

2019 L.E.A.F. (Legislative Event for Advocacy in Faith) 

"Unity of Spirit" - February 17-18, 2019, Topeka First UMC, 600 SW Topeka Blvd, Topeka, KS 

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/


2019 GP Conference Spring Spiritual Retreat 

Camp Comeca, Cozad, NE -May 3-5, 2019 

"Sensible Shoes" with Rev Billie Blair 

 

2019 METour from Topeka to Southeast June 1-11th –  

Oklahoma, Louisiana, Tennessee, and Kentucky! 

 

2019 Program Resource Change - UMW Mission Resources will no longer stock Reading 

Program books or offer consignment orders. Books may be ordered from Cokesbury, Amazon, etc, 

or obtained through interlibrary loan. 

 

Great Plains Conference UMW Library ended 

The times have changed, and it has been determined that it was time to end the GP UMW Library. 

Books have not been ordered for 2019 and remaining books have been sold or donated to the 

Prison Ministry. Special thanks to Mary Ann Bede and all her helpers for years and years of service 

to this ministry. 

 

Nebraska UMC Foundation 

A $1,000 donation from the Nebraska Foundation it was decided to give $500 to the Kansas Prison 

Ministries and $500 to begin a prison ministry in Nebraska. 

 

Tech equipment  

It was decided to purchase a LCD projector and a copier for UMW use. 

 

Mission Initiatives 

The entire program and organization of United Methodist Women focuses on mission. Our mission 

initiatives include: 

 Providing opportunities to grow spiritually 

 Equipping women & girls to be leaders 

 Providing transformative educational experiences 

 Organizing for growth & flexibility 

 Working for justice through service & advocacy 

 

The PURPOSE of United Methodist Women 

The Purpose is adopted by the General Conference of The United Methodist Church as the official 

mission statement of United Methodist Women. 

United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God 

and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, 

supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the 

global ministries of the church. 

Out of the Purpose are four mission foci that relate to the mission initiatives and priorities of United 

Methodist Women. 

To be a community of women 

To know God 

To develop a creative and supportive fellowship 

To expand concepts of mission 

 



 
 


