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The Challenger is published by the Kansas City District United Methodist Women, Great Plains
Conference. At District expense it is printed and mailed upon request to the elected officers of the Great Plains Conference and local unit presidents. The editor is:
Jean Gaslin, 703 Cottonwood Drive, Lansing, KS 66043 e-mail: jean000000@aol.com.

Greetings from your KC District UMW president!
Will you help make a difference in God’s kingdom? Join United
Methodist Women—at the local, district or Conference level.
We need new women on the KC District team. If you care about improving the lives of women, children, and youth, please join us!
In Mission Together,
Jean Gaslin, Acting KC District UMW president
913-351-3615, Jean000000@aol.com

UMW P URPOSE
The organized unit of United
Methodist Women shall be a
community of women whose
purpose is to know God and
to experience freedom as
whole persons through Jesus
Christ; to develop creative,
supportive fellowship; and to
expand concepts of mission
through participation in the
global ministries of the
church.

I NSIDE
~~~Save the Date~~~
KC District Fall Gathering Including Installation Service
October 12, 2019 at Basehor UMC

~~~ Save the Dates ~~~
GP UMW Annual Celebration & 150th Anniversary
September 20-21 in Lincoln NE
Register by August 31. See page 9-10
for more information.

LEAF, Topeka KS
Feb 16-17, 2020
www.greatplainsumc.org/umw

~~~Save the Date~~~
South Central Jurisdiction UMW Quadrennial Meeting
Little Rock, AR
March 26-29, 2020
www.umwscj.org
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From your Chair of Nominations:
Good day to you, fellow United Methodist Women family & friends!
OUR UNITED METHODIST PURPOSE says …….
“The organized unit of the United Methodist Women shall be a community of women . .. .”
- Do you know that a person does NOT have to be a United Methodist to join a local or
district team. (The ONE exception is the office of president.)
** “U” have many friends from church, kids’ school activities, bowling league, volunteer work at the
hospital etc. “U” have noticed recently a couple women are quite successful in organizing community
activities. “U” step forward and give me a call & suggest that perhaps they could be a great asset to the
KC District UMW team. I called just to visit and “U” were correct!
“…….. whose purpose is to know God and experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative , supportive fellowsip; ……..”
- Joining this great, fun district leadership team is THE way to make this happen! All the
leaders really do work together to provide good fellowship, great opportunities for mission projects
throughout the Kansas City district and encourage participation in various service projects.
** “U” have 3 children and in just a couple weeks your “baby” will be off to college. So much more extra time, “U” think. “U” overheard some women discussing several UMW events – mainly Mission u
and L.E.A.F. “U” wanted to know more about happenings, so “U” asked how that works. They suggested that “U” call Emily Weems, the Journey in Learning Leader, and visit with her. “U” did call and
now “U” work to see that all women know the why, where & what these happenings are!
“ …… and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries
of the church.“
- This expansion is brought to life through participation in the many local, district and conference programs and mission projects (as well as your generous mission giving) throughout the year!
** “U” are a woman of deep faith and are greatly rewarded when “U” develop daily devotions and pray
for others in need. It didn’t take “U” long to discover that being on the KC District team as Journey in
Faith leader defines “U”.
** “U” have a cousin who likes working with numbers and even helps “U” do your taxes each year.
Wonderful! We need a district treasurer for the 2020 team. Ask her to call our current treasurer, Libby Schoeni, and visit. No commitment. Just interesting conversation.
It really is quite rewarding to be a part of this Kansas City District team and live out the United Methodist Women Purpose and there are many opportunities for you to do just that.
Let’s work together to fill the gaps in the District Nominative Slate for 2020.
“U” can help! I hope to hear from “U” soon!
Jackie Lee, Chair of Nominations, Ph 816-810-1430; Jackie-lee@att.net
** My hypothetical stories starring “U”.
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Journey in Action
Are you looking for a social action program for your unit? There are four priority issues that UMW is
focusing on for 2016-2020. One of these is Criminalization of Communities of Color. Several webinars are scheduled increase our understanding about the important topic of interrupting the school-toprison pipeline, which is a key component of this issue. Please save the dates for the webinars that are
of most interest to you. If you would like more information on registration information, please contact me. So that I can provide this information to you once it becomes available.
— The Reality of It All: Injustice of Our Education System, led by Khaylan De La Hoz and Star Rodriguez (United Methodist Women High School Summer Interns); Tuesday, August 13; 12PM-1PM EST Two high school students will share their experience and knowledge about the real challenges students and teachers face due to the school-to-prison pipeline.
— Understanding and Interrupting the School-to-Prison Pipeline 101 with Emily Jones; Monday, August 19, 7PM8PM EST You’ll participate in an introduction to understanding the school-to-prison pipeline using a Wesleyan lens.
— Trauma-Informed Care with Kenya Cummings; Monday, September 16; 7:30PM-9PM EST
You’ll build a deeper understanding of trauma-informed approaches to education, care and community-building, including an introduction to key concepts and tools that you can use in caring for young people, yourself and others in your community. This
webinar is especially helpful for those who support, teach, facilitate, organize, or otherwise care for children, young people and/
or adults.
— Bible Study: Using the School-to-Prison Pipeline Bible Study with Emily Jones; Monday, September 30; 12PM-1PM
EST You’ll experience a taste of the school-to-prison Bible study tool in an interactive online session and then learn more about
how you might use the full resource in your unit, circle or church. Explore how Scripture helps us understand and interrupt the
school-to-prison pipeline.
— Organizing Skills: The Campaign Essentials and Base-Building with Kenya Cummings
Monday, October 14; 7:30PM-9PM EST You’ll learn new concepts and practices for strengthening your organizing. This webinar is most helpful for those who are already familiar with the school-to-prison pipeline and are trying to learn more skills and
tools to organize to interrupt/dismantle it.

Another option is to view and discuss a documentary which HBO recently released entitled “True Justice: Bryan Stevenson’s Fight for Equality.” Bryan is the author of Just Mercy, a compelling book that was on the UMW Reading List
a few years back. If you are an HBO subscriber, it is available via streaming. Even if you are not a subscriber, you can
learn a lot about the program just by searching for the title on the HBO web page, hbo.com. I have added it to my Netflix queue and will keep an eye out for an availability date.
The other three issue priorities are Economic Inequality, Climate Justice and Maternal and Child Health.
Go to www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/issues if you would like more info about any of these topics.
Please keep me updated on actions your unit is taking to help with this important mission to make a difference in our
world. I will share these in future newsletter articles so that we can learn from experiences across our district.
Blessings, Janis Kirkeby
News from the Big Garden
The Big Garden is Growing! I am excited to let you know that The Big Garden
(biggarden.org), one of our conference’s National Mission Institutions, will soon have a presence in the KC area, based at Stilwell UMC, 19335 Metcalf, Stilwell, KS. This expansion will
allow The Big Garden to more easily serve many locations in Kansas and continue to help grow
healthy food, healthy kids, and healthy communities.
I will provide updates on progress and information about how UMW can get involved with their
important mission.

Journey in Action Leader
Janis Kirkeby (913) 897-7716
Janis.kirkeby@gmail.com
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UMW Reading Program
Lynn Bain, KCD UMW Program Resource Coordinator

BE INSPIRED!!
Books recommended by UMW are inspiring! Beyond being inspiring, you become empowered to
speak out, to stand out and reach out! The UMW books make you ever cognizant of the need to invest
in “we” over “me” and help in creating a better world for all!
One of those books, which the Asbury reading group just finished, is Where Do We Go From Here:
Chaos or Community, by Martin Luther King Jr.. This book written in 1967, but just as relevant
today, was MLK’s last book before being assassinated. I would like to share a few of my favorite quotes
with my own thoughts in parentheses:
“Not fighting for equality with the white man – (not that low), but true democracy that would raise
black and white up … raise America Up.”
“Violence happens when remedies are postponed.” (climate change, immigration and racial issues etc)
“Violence the inseparable twin of materialism.” (self-control difficult with all our wants!)
“It is dangerous to organize around self-defense. The line between defensive and aggressive violence is
thin. The minute a program of violence is enunciated, even for self-defense, the atmosphere is filled
with talk of violence.” (nuclear?)

“Guarantee secure employment or minimum income and dignity will come.” (Wow! Speaking of guaranteed income in 1967!)
Groups of people, like our UMW units, need to agitate for social change. We can’t wait for a future
good. To ignore the needs of the world; climate change, women and children’s rights, racism etc. is to
become an accomplice to it. UMW has the organization to accomplish so much; we must get on
board. Come on ladies!

Save the date, mark your calendars and spread the word! Kansas City District Fall Gathering is Saturday, October 12, at Basehor United Methodist Church, 18660 158th Street in Basehor. Come meet
your other fellow UMW members, do a little networking, discuss programs and enjoy a great fall day.
Della Lamb will provide the guest speaker. We are all aware of the work that Della Lamb does for refugee families, but did you know they also have an extensive youth sports program? Our ingathering
will be for Della Lamb also. The details for this meeting and how to register, what to bring for Della
Lamb, etc. are on page 11 of this newsletter.
If I can be of assistance to you in finding a program for your unit, I would be happy to help with that.
Feel free to contact me and I look forward to seeing you in October.

We are Women of Action and support mission in many ways.

THE CHALLENGER– FALL 2019

PAGE 5

Important Information for GPC UMW Units
During the past year, Great Plains UMW discovered that we were using the tax-exempt form issued to the Great Plains Annual Conference for our UMW expenses, which is technically illegal.
Our Conference Treasurer, Barbara Smith, applied for tax-exempt status with both Kansas and
Nebraska for our UMW Great Plains Conference. After appeals with both states, she could clearly
see that UMW does not qualify for tax-exempt status in either state.
Please do not use tax exemption letters issued for your local church to avoid paying sales
tax for local, district or conference expenses!
For clarification purposes, this phrase was added to our Policies and Procedures, “The Great
Plains Conference United Methodist Women is a non-profit organization and does not pay state or
federal income tax; however, it is not a tax exempt organization. Thus we do pay tax on all purchases we make including for hotels at meetings. Kansas also pays sales tax for books purchased at Mission u, District and Conference meetings.”
Libby Schoeni, KC District Treasurer
Great Plains United Methodist Women Tshirt or Polo can be ordered for Annual Conference or to
wear anytime. Order NOW through August 26, 2019 at this link :
https://shirts101.store/great_plains_united_methodist/shop/home
Free shipping if you pick up at GP UMW Annual Meeting. After you enter your shipping address it
will ask you where you want it shipped. Pick Shirts101. They will be at GP UMW Annual Meeting in Lincoln on September 20 if you pick this option.
Message from Journey in Giving Leader, Pat Matthews
Each unit’s annual pledge enables our Kansas City District to effectively indicate what we can
do financially to enable United Methodist Women globally to live out our purpose.
Please help us by completing the Pledge Card 2020.

Pledge Card 2020 — 2020 Pledge to Mission
(unit)_________________________________United Methodist Women
Prayerfully pledges ($) _____________________
to Kansas City District, Great Plains Conference United Methodist Women
Treasurer: (name) ________________________________________
Phone: _______________________

Email: ____________________________

Please bring Pledge Card to Fall District Gathering, Oct 12, 2019
Or mail to Pat Matthews, 17629 166th St, Basehor, KS 66007
Or email information to Pat Matthews at pamatthews94@gmail.com
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UMW is autonomous
With much uncertainty about the future of the United Methodist Church right now, I find it helpful
and “comforting” to know that UMW is autonomous. It is reassuring to know that all the money we
send through channels will continue to serve women, youth and children through the designated
UMW ministries here in the United States and throughout the world.
What has recently led us to where we are now as United Methodist Women?
In 1964 - The tradition of women being present to build relationships and support work with women, children and youth was severed by the agreements of 1964, which assigned administration of
the work that the women had built to the Board of Missions of the Methodist Church.
In 2012 -The United Methodist Church 2012 General Conference voted to make United Methodist
Women’s national policymaking body autonomous. The transition began Oct.1, 2012.
In 2019 - At the Boston 150th anniversary celebration on March 23, the General Secretary of the
UMC said, “We acknowledge and repent of the harm done to women and to women’s work in the
1964 reorganization” and the patriarchy that was at its root.
And today - The United Methodist Women National Office provides support and structure for the
mission of United Methodist Women at all levels of the organization. At the national level, United
Methodist Women is led by a 25-member Board of Directors with advisory input from the Program
Advisory Group, which provides representation from each of the Annual Conferences and from 6
other general agencies. This group gives voice from the membership directly into the working programs and initiatives of the organization and provides new connection across the denomination.
The work is guided by the PURPOSE and implemented by the staff. The board of directors
sets the policy, secures funds from the members and determines the budget. Other work includes
governance, strategic planning, and oversight of properties.
About 70 percent of Mission Giving funds from members goes to programs and projects supporting women, children and youth in the USA and around the world.
Around 20 to 30 percent stays with the local, district, and conference organizations of United
Methodist Women for local mission.
And only 9 percent is used to cover administrative costs!
I hope this information is helpful as we move forward as United Methodist Women dedicated to
funding programs and projects supporting women, children and youth.
Libby Schoeni, Treasurer for the KC District UMW

We are Women of Action and support mission in many ways.
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We are Women of Action and support mission in many ways.
STARS and GEMS
Have you or your unit participated in mission giving to UMW? If you have,
you might qualify for unit or individual recognition. It’s a win-win scenario. When
you or your unit gives to mission — you change lives of women, children, and youth and
you get bragging rights! Here are the requirements for STARS and GEMS.
Requirements to be a 5-STAR Unit:
— Make a Pledge to Mission through the KC District— A United Methodist Woman pledges
an amount to her local unit to help fund the District Pledge to Mission that goes to the Conference
to help fulfill the Purpose of United Methodist Women.
— Give a Special Mission Recognition Pin ($40 minimum) — A meaningful way to honor
members and others who have dedicated time and effort to service.
— Give at least one Gift to Mission Card (minimum $5) — Cards for a variety of occasions
including Congratulations, Thank You, Thinking of You, Birthday, etc. The cards are available from
the district treasurer and at district gatherings.
— Give at least one Gift in Memory Card (minimum $5) — A card to honor someone who
has passed. The cards are available from the district treasurer and at district gatherings.
— Participate in the World Thank Offering through the KC District — An opportunity to respond to God’s abundance and grace with a gift of gratitude in any amount.
Requirements to be a 7-STAR Unit: Meet the above requirements for a 5-STAR UNIT, and:
— Give a Dedicated Light in Honor or Memory of someone ($45) (Opportunity for mission
giving “in honor of” or “in memory of”. Available from the district treasurer
— Give Corsages for Mission ($1 each, minimum of $5) Each Corsage for Mission is $1 and
goes toward pledge to mission. Available from District Treasurer and at various UMW gatherings.
The corsages are made by Women Helping Women Inside at the Topeka Correctional Facility
Your unit record of annual giving (Jan – Dec) is tracked by the District Treasurer working
with your unit treasurer. At the end of the year, check with the District treasurer to verify your unit’s
qualification for 5– or 7-star unit.
“She’s a Gem” is our way of recognizing an individual woman’s giving. A member chooses her
level of giving, keeps her own records, and at the end of the year verifies with her local Treasurer
who submits the information to the District Treasurer. The levels are based on the type and
amount of mission giving: Pearl, Sapphire, Amethyst, Emerald, or Ruby. The unit gets credit for the
individual giving.
(Minimum Requirements)
PEARL
Pledge
1 Gift to Mission Card
1 Gift in Memory Card
World Thank Offering

SAPPHIRE
Pledge
1 Gift to Mission Card
1 Gift in Memory Card
World Thank Offering
1 SMR* pin

(*SMR – Special Mission Recognition)

AMETHYST
Pledge
1 Gift to Mission Card
1 Gift in Memory Card
World Thank Offering
1 SMR* pin
5 Corsages

EMERALD
Pledge
1 Gift to Mission Card
1 Gift in Memory Card
World Thank Offering
1 SMR* pin or
1 Dedicated light
8 Corsages

RUBY
Pledge
1 Gift to Mission Card
1 Gift in Memory Card
World Thank Offering
1 SMR* pin
1 Dedicated light

10 corsages

Be a STAR unit or a GEM woman and support our 2019 Kansas City District
Mission Giving. Your mission giving helps United Methodist Women change lives!
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KANSAS CITY DISTRICT UMW LEADERSHIP TEAM
President (Acting): Jean Gaslin,
703 Cottonwood Drive, Lansing KS 66043,
913-351-3615, Jean000000@aol.com

Journey in Learning: Emily Weems,
weemsemily@hotmail.com

Vice President: Reba McQuinn,
719 West 132nd Terrace, Kansas City, MO
64145, 816-582-3060, Rm.mcquinn@yahoo.com

Journey in Action: Janis Kirkeby,
16241 Cambridge Drive, Stilwell KS 66085,
913-897-7716, janis.kirkeby@gmail.com

Secretary: Kendee Seymour,
8719 Waverly Rd, DeSoto KS 66018,
913-634-4972, seydude@yahoo.com

Journey in Growth: Susan Cockrum,
8919 Hirning Rd, Lenexa KS 66220,
913-541-1226, ehcribs@aol.com

Treasurer: Libby Schoeni,
Contact through the President.

Journey in Giving: Pat Matthews,
17629 166th Street, Basehor KS 66007,
913-724-1454, pamatthews94@gmail.com

Communication Coordinator: Jean Gaslin,
703 Cottonwood Drive, Lansing KS 66043,
913 351-3615, jean000000@aol.com

Chair of Committee on Nominations: Jackie Lee,
17053 Fairmount Rd, Basehor, KS 66007,
816-810-1430, jackie-lee@att.net

Program Resources Coordinator: Lynn Bain,
6008 Maple St, Mission KS 66202,
913-980-0679, lynnbain@yahoo.com

Nominations Committee: Michelle Lentell,
2844 West 138th Terrace, Leawood KS 66224,
816-582-5788, mlentell@att.net

Journey in Faith: Jill Hershberger,
hershberger1969@gmail.com

Nominations Committee: Leslie Hubbel,
Contact through the Chair of Nominations

A great opportunity for young women, ages 15-20, to do
hands-on mission work at United Methodist Mission sites.

Save the dates NOW for next summer.
May 30—June 7, 2020
The young women have a wonderful “family”
group experience, including worshipping and sightseeing together.
Mission Sites include: Red Bird Mission, Beverly, KY; The Upper Room,
Nashville, TN; Cookson Hills Center, Cookson, OK.
For more information:
Www.greatplainsumc.org/metourmissioneducationtour.
METour Director: Venedith Vargas, 308-352-8085

* Scholarships available*
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Celebrating 150 Years of United Methodist Women
Great Plains United Methodist Women Conference Annual Meeting
September 20-21, 2019
First United Methodist Church, 2723 N. 50th St., Lincoln, NE

Friday: Registration: 12:30 PM
Officer Update: 1:15 – 3 PM (some options below will be available to non-officers, or you
may attend an Officer Update Session)
Mission Options: 3-5 PM
—The Big Garden – Hands on Mission: in-kind giving as follows: Quality garden tools, 4-12 oz. Mason jars, lids and rings, canning supplies, mailing labels-Avery 5160, copy paper, markers, etc
—Walking Tours – Wesleyan campus and Historic University Place
—ConnectioN Point – UN-L East Campus/Community Ministry
—Mats for the Homeless – bring your plastic bags
Friday Dinner: 5:30 – Birthday Celebration
Friday Worship and Communion: 7:00 PM
- Keynote Speaker: Joyce Sohl, former CEO of United Methodist Women
- Communion with Bishop Saenz
Saturday: 8:00 AM

- Business Meeting

- Recognition of Guests

- Looking forward: Lisa Maupin, Conference Lay Leader
Saturday Breakout Sessions: 9:45-10:30 and 10:45-11:30 (choose 2)
Justice Seminar – Presenter Deb Hayes, Seminar attendee, will present a recap of the Conference Seminar in New York City
Holistic Health Care – Presenter Dave Sanford, CEO Grace Medical Health Clinic - Outreach
ministry to deliver quality medical care to the whole person
Gender Bias – Presenter Dr. Gerise Herndon, Professor, NWU; Recognizing Rape Culture
and Responding to Violence –
Immigration Issues – Presenter from Immigration Legal Center
The Big Garden – Presenter – Nathan Morgan, Executive Director for Outreach and activities
of the Big Garden
Charter for Racial Justice – Presenter to be named later
Child Advocacy – Presenter to be named later
Closing Worship and Brown Bag Lunch – 11:45 – 12:00 - Safe Trip Home
*Great Plains UMW t-shirt or polo are available to order through UMW website*
Questions? Contact Joyce Solomon via email – solomon.joyce@gmail.com
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GP UMW Annual Meeting — REGISTRATION
Name___________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________
City ____________________________State______Zip____________
Phone__________________________________cell/home
Email______________________________________________________________
Conf Office ______________or District Office_______________District______________

___I need a single room (cost $55.00 for officers)

___I need a double room

Roommate requested______________________

___I am a commuter

____I need handicap parking

Dietary needs_____________________________

Friday Mission Options (Please indicate 1st and 2nd choice to plan transportation and tour walkers)
______ ConnectioN Point (2 tours, one at 3 PM; one at 4 PM)
______ Walking Tours – Wesleyan Campus and University Place
**Big Garden and Mats for the Homeless will be on-going til 5 PM**
Saturday Breakout Sessions – first session 9:45-10:30; second session 10:45-11:00

(select two; one each session)
____Charter for Racial Justice
____Holistic Health
____Immigration Issues ____Justice Seminar
____The Big Garden
____Gender Bias
____Child Advocacy
Closing Worship and Brown Bag Lunch – 11:45 – Noon

RETURN this form with your $40 registration payable to “Great Plains United Methodist
Women” and mail to: Shirley Baum, 7311 Garland Street, Lincoln, NE 68505
**Registration deadline is August 31, 2019**
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Hotel information (for those other than Conference and District Officers) to be made and paid for
by the attendee. All rooms are $99 – ask for the Great Plains United Methodist Women rate.

**NOTE: Hotel registration deadline is August 21, 2019**
Hampton Inn phone – 402-435-4600

Sleep Inn & Suites University phone – 402-477-0645

7343 Husker Circle, Lincoln, NE 68504

2803 Folkways Blvd, Bldg A, Lincoln, NE 68504

** Please note: If you would like to attend GP UMW Annual meeting but need financial assistance,
scholarships are available. Contact (acting) president Jean Gaslin for information and to apply.
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Kansas City District
United Methodist Women
Fall Gathering
Saturday, October 12, 2019
Basehor United Methodist Church
18660 158th Street
Basehor, Kansas

Gathering/Registration at 8:30 am
Program begins at 9:00 am
Our guest speaker will be Robin Bayiha, Development Director and one of the girls
basketball coaches from Della Lamb Youth Sports.
Our ingathering will support Della Lamb as they enter the winter season. We can all
help by bringing donations of the following items for boys or girls, ages infant through
14/16 years.
New sweatsuits, underwear, socks and children’s books

--------------------Clip and keep the top portion for your records-------------Kansas City UMW District Fall Meeting – Registration due by October 5
Please let us know if you plan to attend. Although there is no registration fee for this
meeting, it is helpful to have some idea of attendance for planning purposes and advance preparation of name tags.
Church Name: _______________________________________________
Attendees: __________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
Number of first time attendees________ (Indicate by the name(s) which are attending for the first time.)
Please send your registration by mail, email or phone to:
Jackie Lee, 17053 Fairmount Road, Basehor, KS 66007
Email: Jackie-lee@att.net
Phone: 816-810-1430

THE CHALLENGER– FALL 2019

PAGE 12

THE CHALLENGER
KCD UMW, Jean Gaslin
703 Cottonwood Drive
Lansing KS 66043

Calendar

2019 – 2020

Aug 9-10

Mini Mission U at Countryside UMW in Topeka, KS

September 20-21

GP UMW Annual Meeting, Lincoln, NE

October 12

KC District Fall Gathering, Basehor UMC, Basehor, KS
- including Installation Ceremony

Feb 16-17, 2020

Legislative Event (LEAF), Topeka, KS

March 26-29, 2020

South Central Jurisdiction UMW Quad Meeting, Little Rock, AR

May 30-June 7, 2020 Mission Education Tour (METour), South East Route

.

UMW Unit Happenings:

If you would like your UMW unit event/fundraiser announced in The Challenger, please submit information to the newsletter editor, Jean Gaslin, jean000000@aol.com. Items will be included on a space available basis. Deadlines for submission are January 1, May 1, and August 1.

