Fall 2020

Greetings from your
Flint Hills District UMW Family!
Great Plains United Methodist Women
2020 Officer Training
Preparing Leadership for Such a Time as This
ZOOM Virtual Meeting
Saturday, October 24, 2020
10:00 – 11:00 CDT

•

All district and unit officers and UMW members are
invited to attend the training.
Specific training will be held for all current and newly elected UMW officers. Members who are not officers may attend any training.

•

Only one training can be attended. All trainings will be recorded and placed
on the Great Plains UMW website: https://www.greatplainsumc.org/umw:

•

To register: Please send email to Judy Grant

judy@thegrantclan.org

Include: Name, Email Phone and ONE Officer training you want to attend,
Choose One: President

Karen Dunlap / Janice Elmore

Vice President

Joyce Solomon

Secretary

Pat McGill / Susan Carlson

Treasurer

Barbara Smith

Committee on Nominations Chair

Carolyn May / Peg Walters

Journey in Action Team Leader

Gwen Sharpe

Journey in Faith Team Leader

Lori Collins/ Rose Hamilton

Journey in Giving Team Leader

Margaret Thomas

Journey in Growth Team Leader

Vicki Leech

Message from Cathryn Harrison
President of Flint Hills District UMW
‘Be a Church of Grace’
I was listening to a Mainstream town meeting from May 2020. I
heard this phrase and it made me think about these past few
months. Have you been helping your Unit and Church live into a
Church of Grace by being a person of Grace? We have a great opportunity during these days to focus on our learning, doing, and
sharing gifts. I have just completed a book study, The Color of
Compromise by Jemar Tisby. One of our closing questions was what
have you gathered from this time. I said, maybe due to the fact that we have had this time
to study justice and injustice, when we get out of this period of isolation and are confronted
with an opportunity to act or serve, we will have gathered the necessary knowledge and
courage to confront those that are doing wrong and helping those that are being wronged. A
statement shared in this group was, “until all individuals matter, all lives will not matter”.
Think about that. This series is on Netflix, the videos are tough to listen to, but the truth is
often not a pretty picture. We can make a new truth. So, I hope you are using this time to
continue in your growth studies, take advantage of our electronic world and use the resources that are available to us.
As you know many opportunities for us to be together have had to be cancelled. I have
truly missed the personal face to face contacts. I am grateful for ZOOM, at least we can see
faces and ask questions and discuss family issues. The UMW Annual Conference has been
cancelled as well as the Flint Hills District Fall Meeting. There will still be business that will
need to be voted on, either by ZOOM or written ballot. Enclosed with this newsletter will be
the slate of officers for the GP UMW Conference and the annual GP UMW budget. The budget
has been reduced to be a more realistic number for our missions to work with. The Flint Hills
District has also reduced our budget for 2021. I would like to hear from the members of the
FHD UMW regarding these issues. I know the conference will be voting online on September
19, 2020, and the FHD will try to ZOOM in October.
We are in need of some officers to fill positions on the FHD Team. We will be needing a new
Journey in Planning member and Journey in Faith. We are always in need of members for the
nomination team.
Each Unit should have the 2020-2021 Program book, ‘Knitted Together for God’s Good
Work’. This book is addressing many of the issues of this year with helpful ideas to keep your
Unit connected and growing in service.
Please continue to hold each other in prayer, check on your neighbors, and connect
with your church through Facebook, the web, or ZOOM. Let others know when you need
help, Be safe, wear your masks when needed, and WASH YOUR HANDS!!!!

Blessings always,

Cathryn Harrison
President FHD UMW

Greetings to all from FHD Team Secretary-Judeen Bachura
Hi All…And Happy Fall! I’m the Flint Hills District Team Secretary. This owl photo I’ve included has a quizzical look
that represents how I feel about submitting an article for
the Vine as the team secretary. What do I say as secretary?? I take notes to record the discussion and decisions we
make at our team meetings. What significant input do I
have for all of you in the Vine? I’ve decided to zero in on
“notes” as a connector for all of us.
We all have a weekly opportunity to take notes to review
and reflect on further. I tie this to an opportunity I had a
couple of winters ago when we made a winter RV escape to
an RV park in Foley, Alabama. While there, we became acquainted with the United
Methodist Church in Foley. Something that was included in the Sunday bulletin there
was a blank page labeled “Sermon Notes”. What a neat idea I thought. I did use that
page and paid very close attention to the minister’s sermon as I jotted down details. I
still remember points of his sermons because by writing them down, those points became more ingrained in my brain. Try it. Take a journal devoted to sermon notes
with you each Sunday. Become a spiritual growth secretary for yourself by taking
notes to reflect on later or to have for further discussion or debate points with
yourpastor.
Again, “Happy Fall!” Embrace this beautiful season with the assurance of God’s
promises throughout your life.
“As long as the world exists, there will be a time for planting and a time for
harvest. There will always be cold and heat, summer and winter,
day and night.”
Genesis 8:22

Judeen Bachura
District Team Secretary

Journey in Action·Sheryl Crooks
Wow! What a 2020 we've had so far. Every day there is a new social issue in the
news. From racial violence, voter suppression, climate change to ugly campaign
ads, and social issues begging for attention. If you are like me, it can be overwhelming. I don't know if you are a podcast listener but I found a United Methodist Women podcast. If you are looking to take a deeper look into your faith listen
to some of theses podcasts.
In this age of social media I challenge all of us to check facts before we "share" something. It is so easy to get caught up in the heat of what we feel is unjust. But sharing
posts that are not factually correct are not the thing that needs to be spread. Please
post and share carefully!

Sheryl Crooks
scrooks63@gmail.com

Greetings to everyone of you!
Some changes have happened on our
District UMW Board. Below I mention some
people are unable to serve on the board any longer.
Please encourage your membership to step forward to serve.
The positions we need to fill are: Journey in Faith, Nominations, Journey in Planning, and Journey in Growth. Remember you always have
the team to help you!
If you know of someone who might be interested please call Cathryn
Harrison or email her 620-803-23233 Email: eyesmiletoo@yahoo.com

RESOURCES
When you have questions here are some
sites to go to for answers, support,
& encouragement.

We are sad to say goodbye to
three district mission team members.
Debbie Totman, Journey in Faith
Vera Williams, Journey in Planning
Barb Lee, Nominating Committee
Thank you for your willingness to
serve on this team! We appreciate all of you!

•

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/

•

Reading program resources:

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
readingprogram
•

Response magazine information:

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
readingprogram
•

Flint Hills District information:

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/
flinthillsdistrict
•

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/

Take a look around I am sure you will a lot of
new information!

Vera Williams·Journey in Planning
This has been a long year. This coronavirus has put a
stop to many things including church activities. Many
of us are learning a new way to attend church
through zoom or other such ways.
Ron and I have been quarantined a couple of times
because of hospital admissions and I played the piano here in our apartment and it was heard at the
church. Because it was and is not safe to be in a
larger crowd we had to cancel both our spring and
fall district meetings. Hopefully, this will be in better control by next spring and we can have our district meeting with a study. We may try and
have the same study next spring that we wanted to have this spring. Time will tell.
I find this is a good time to do a lot of reading; a good time to do the UMW reading program. I
found books that I could read on my kindle to complete it. If you have read the study books,
they also count. I found some very good books.
This is also a good time to stop and think about what is happening.
John 14:27 says “Peace I leave with you. My peace I give you. I give to you
not as the world gives. Don’t be troubled or afraid.” This is an anxious time but a time to
stop, study, pray and meditate. As we get frustrated because we are afraid to go out and tired
of staying in, this verse can bring us peace. This too will end sometime and we can get back to
a new normal. We can be thankful for the new technology we now have that allows us to communicate with others and to be a part of things. There is nothing like being physically with

another person. We value those friendships that will come again.
This is my last year as your Vice-President so we need someone to
step forward to be Vice-President next year. Being on the district team is a
great pleasure. I truly enjoy the friendships I have made with all of you
while being a district officer.
Vera Williams, Vice-President
grandmaw4@cox.net 785-565-2775

Journey in Learning·Connie Converse
Dear Friends,
In this season of unprecedented change, it's exciting to see how our faith organizations adjust as they continue to meet
spiritual needs of our communities. Although many events and meetings have been canceled, national UMW leaders
felt it important to continue making selected 2020 Mission u Studies available, in alternative formats. Three spiritual
growth study opportunities are outlined here.
“Finding Peace in an Anxious World”
This study, using the book of Proverbs and “The Serenity Prayer”, is available as an individual or small group online
study. Details on obtaining the book plus signing up for the class, accessing video supplement and companion study
guide are provided at https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/finding-peace-in-an-anxious-world.
Managing Our Emotions: A Children's Study
Six video supplements, along with directions on ordering the book Managing Our Emotions, by Trudy Rankin and Faye
Wilson, can be accessed at the UMW website. Leaders hope parents and caregivers use this as a faith-based resource to
help children with their anxiety. Two or three women within my local unit have expressed interest in this study, in regards to finding guidance on helping their grandchildren during these anxious times.
Women United for Change: 150 Years in Mission
A 19 page supplement, with additional information on current issues within the denomination and UMW initiatives is
available for free download from the UMW website.
DISCUSSION OF CURRENT SOCIAL ISSUES
So You Want to Talk About Race, by Ijeoma Oluo
Individuals or groups interested in an introductory study on anti-racist learning and self-reflection may want to participate in a study of this UMW Reading Program bonus book. Again, go to the UMW website to find details for joining
the free, self-paced study.
Faith Talks---UMW Podcast
Monthly talks explore themes and resources to put faith, hope and love into action. Registration is available at: https://
www.unitedmethodistwomen/faithtalks. Check out the list of previous podcasts available. Podcasts connected to
recent RESPONSE Magazine articles are also accessible---many interesting and timely articles!
During these days of not being able to travel to visit grandchildren or to engage in our usual activities, I've found this an
ideal time to study current pressing issues and ideas in our lives. I encourage each of you to take advantage of these
opportunities available from UMW. Even better, share these opportunities with others!
I've recently been given the task of collecting individuals' Reading Program records. Even though the Program no
longer has a lending library, I hope you make use of reading recommendations by using your local library resources. This is the perfect time to read these inspirational and thought-provoking books. What an awakening to a
world that sometimes seems far removed from our lives here in the Flint Hills of eastern Kansas. Remember, we are
all God's children! (Send records to 12763 Fairview Rd, Harveyville, KS 66431 or ciconverse@embarqmail.com.)
Blessings,
Connie Converse,
Journey in Learning FHD UMW

Local Presidents: Send Individual Reading Program Reports to:
Connie Convervse
12763 Fairview Rd., Harveyville, KS 66431
Or email ciconverse@embarqmail.com

A Message from Jenny Sue Hayward·Treasurer
As of August 31, 2020, FHD has paid $19,617.25 toward it’s 2020 pledge of $60,000 to the
Great Plains Conference UMW.
The District and the Conference understand the situation with COVID-19 and aren’t expecting everyone meet their pledge for 2020, but we are encouraging all UMW units to
submit what they can whenever they can. Every little bit helps with the UMW mission objectives.
Also, if each unit could send me their pledge for 2021 by November 1, 2020, it will
help with our planning for 2021. I’ve attached info for that.
Let me know if you need anything else! Sorry that I’m a little late getting this to you.
Jenny Sue Hayward
Treasurer

PLEDGE TO MISSION
According to the Bylaws of UMW, each Unit is asked to make a Pledge to
Mission. Thanks to those who have already submitted their pledge for
2021. It helps your District UMW Team plan for the upcoming year.
Thanks to all. Jenny Sue Hayward, UMW District Treasurer
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

UNIT PLEDGE FORM 2020
Unit Treasurer, complete this form and mail or email by
November 1, 2020.
Jenny Sue Hayward
8831 Butterfly Lane
Manhattan, KS 66502-1411
rejoicesinger@cox.net
With Prayer and Dedication, our Unit pledges

$____________________ for 2021
Unit Name:
______________________________________________________

Journey in Giving · Pat Logan

We can still
support the
missions of the
UMW even if we
are not meeting
in person.
•

Della Lamb

•

Epworth
Village

•

Big Garden

Wow! What a year 2020 has been! A year of “can’ts”: I
can’t see my family, I can’t go get groceries like I usually do, I
can’t go out to eat, I can’t go to church to worship, I can’t visit
those who are in the hospital or nursing home, and so it goes.
So many things that we are used to doing, but for the health
and safety of ourselves and others, we “can’t”.
But here’s a thought: What if we focus on the “cans”?
We CAN continue to support the mission of UMW by meeting our
pledges and giving what we CAN to those areas that UMW supports.
•

.We CAN recognize and honor loved ones, friends, and mentors who have provided significant service and inspiration to
our churches by contributing $45 to the Dedicated Lights
program or individual to our treasurer and a biography to me
by November so that we can recognize that person in our
winter “Vine”.

•

This donation is one of the requirements for a 7 Star Unit or
an individual “She’s a Gem”.)

•

We CAN send in donations for our three UMW National Mission Institutions: Della Lamb, Epworth Village, and the Big
Garden. Their ministries and needs are continuing even
though other institutions may be closed.

WE CAN CONTINUE THE MISSION OF UNITED METHODIST WOMEN!
PLEASE GIVE AS YOU ARE ABLE!

Patricia Logan·Journey in Giving

“His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life
and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by
His own glory and excellence. For by these He has granted to us His
precious and magnificent promises” 2Peter 1:3-4 NASB

Communications·Anna Scharenberg
When this pandemic began, I went into seclusion.
Well, I sort of still am. Recently, after the deaths of several
people I cared deeply, I decided I need to get on with it and live
my life. Go back to volunteering at our senior center, calling
friends, and just get back to my life!
A big part of my life and yours is in communication. While most
UMW units are not meeting we still need to reach out to others.
What can we still do?


Encourage your members via email or calling your members. Check in and ask how
they are. Ask if they need anything, drop off some baked good, you can do that
safely!



FACEBOOK-for those who use FACEBOOK, search on the top left of the page for Flint
Hills District UMW. Join the page and you can post news from your unit, or if you
have an inspirational quote or some bible verse that means a lot to you.



Reading Program-even if we are not meeting our units can still participate in the
reading program. On a previous page of the newsletter I listed the internet address
with all the information.



Share the Newsletter-print off a couple newsletters to share with your members who
do not get email.



Remember our Purpose! We are to develop a creative, supportive fellowship and expand concepts of mission through participation in global ministries of the church.
We still are committed to our missions whether we are experiencing a pandemic or
not. Now more than ever UMW units need to financially support the missions.
How about for Thanksgiving or Christmas
contact one of our missions



Della Lamb



Epworth Village



Big Garden

Find out what they need and make a care
package or financial donation.

Revive your units during this pandemiclet’s live the purpose and mission of the
United Methodist Women.
Let’s keep on living outrlives in Christ,
Anna Scharenberg

Officers lists are due by November 1st.
Even if you are not meeting, we will need your officers lists for next
year. Keep some minutes of some type for documentation.
Submit the lists to
Anna Scharenberg, 1751 Road 175, Emporia, KS 66801
Or annascharenberg@gmail.com
Deadline is November 1st.

Flint Hills United Methodist Women
Anna Scharenberg-Communications
1751 Road 175, Emporia, KS 66801

