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GATEWAY DISTRICT  
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

Gree$ngs and Blessings from your Gateway District President, September 2020 
Dear Sisters-in-Christ, 
 So much has changed since the prin6ng or our last newsle9er.  I glanced over all of the ac6vi6es that had been 
planned and find that many of our plans did not materialize or were cancelled during this Covid-19 pandemic. We 
are s6ll taking this change step-by-step and we must all adapt to the change. Please adhere to all guidelines put out 
by your local health departments, churches, and our Governor. Please use “safe prac6ces” of wearing a face mask 
and using social distancing to help control the pandemic. May God guide each of you and protect you. 

Thank you for submiLng ar6cles to the newsle9er. 
Thank you Ardith, for publishing the newsle9er. 
Thank you for reaching out to unit sisters. 
Thank you for doing the best you can as Journey Team Leaders. 
Thank you for par6cipa6ng in Mission u. 
Thanks to the nomina6on commi9ee for working so hard to find new officers. 
Thanks to Barb for keeping the treasurer’s report up-to-date. 
Thanks to Cortney for sending out New Officer informa6on forms to all of the units. 
Thanks to Peggy for keeping the Gateway District website up-to-date. 
Thank you all for all that you do. 
Addi6onal informa6on: 
2021-2024 United Methodist Women Handbook (pending 2021 GC) 
Great Plains United Methodist Women Policies and Procedures Adopted July 9, 2017; Amended June 29, 2019; 
Revised July 25, 2020 can be found online. 
Visit the Gateway District website here:  h9ps://www.greatplainsumc.org/gatewaydistrictumw#District%20Events 
Visit the Great Plains website here: h9ps://www.greatplainsumc.org/umw 
Visit United Methodist Women here:  h9p://unitedmethodistwomen.org 
 May God Bless each of you as you con6nue to work for the Lord.  We are being pushed to find new ways to serve 
and complete our mission work. Please share any ideas that you have as to how to meet the goals of the United 
Methodist Women. 
Blessings! 
Kathy Mann 
Gateway District President 
Kmann1947@gmail.com 
308-214-0798

Fall District Mee$ng cancelled for 2020. 

See page 7 for informa$on about  

Elec$on of District Officers 

Local Officer Training offered by the Conference
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A Message from Your Gateway District Superintendent, Cindy Karges
Gateway United Methodist Women,

Greetings from the District. I hope this finds you safe and well. What a time we are in.
Who would have dreamed, back in March, that we would still be in a Covid time 7 months later? This challenge has 
led many of us, as pastors and laity in the church, to think about who we are as the church and who God is calling us to 
be.

Dean Gregory Jones of Duke Divinity School (of which I am an alum), in a ZOOM with alum shortly after the 
pandemic began, said he was fearful too many were concentrating on not sinking the ship instead of not missing the 
boat. That is, what is God teaching us during this time that we should not forget?

Dean Jones also said the pandemic has exposed inequities (racial, economic, social). These inequities were present 
already. As UMW, I know you are aware of these realities that affect women and children with greater negative 
impact.

United Methodist Women have been not only the voice but the action in our church to change the realities for the 
most vulnerable in our society. I know you are a part of that faithful tradition. On behalf of our entire District, 
Conference and Denomination; thank you.

This pandemic has brought some things to great light. These are some things that I have heard and read that I 
believe God is calling us to recognize, to examine and to do what we can to mobilize ourselves and others. In your 
community, you may not see a lot of negative impacts of the pandemic, but we know that in every community there 
are those whose lives are not whole. Often those who suffer silently are women and children. I invite all of us to take a 
moment and think about our communities and how we might be God’s love.

1. As we all became a kind of “shut-in”, there is a new realization of the need for our members/friends who live more 
isolated lives to be in relationship with us. Not only that but the need for those of us who were temporarily 
“shut-in” to be in relationship with those who because of age, illness, or life circumstances are more “shut-in” 
than we are. We might be making use of ZOOM but picking up the telephone, writing letters and visiting (even 
if through windows) are important for God’s kingdom to be the kingdom.

2. The pandemic has negatively impacted certain segments more negatively than others. Where I live, that has been 
essential workers (especially in meat-packing plants) and nursing homes. Many small, local businesses need 
our support. Who has been negatively impacted in your area? How are children of essential workers faring? Do 
all children have adequate internet access for successful learning? Are there persons who have lost jobs, hours 
or been furloughed? How are people faring with healthy food and rent/mortgage payments?

3. Some of our healthcare workers and institutions are taxed. Some of our neighbors are struggling with affordable 
health care. What about your community?  

4. You are probably aware of other areas that this pandemic has exposed. If not, talk to the leaders of your community 
(principals, teachers, hospital administrators, physicians, nurses, nursing home administrators, mayors, pastors, 
etc.). Where are women and children, in particular, hurting in your community?

Again and again, story after story, account after account, Jesus is not only responding but calling us to follow him in 
responding.  

We have a new chance to listen to God’s calling during these days. Let us not rush to get back to “normal” in order to 
keep the ship from sinking.  Let us pause, look and listen to what we need to see and hear. Let us not miss the 
boat that God is calling us to jump on so we can be the people we are being called to be and so our community 
can be the community God would have it to be.

May you know God’s wholeness and peace,

Rev. Cindy Karges
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To Gateway Unit Treasurers, 
 What a crazy year we are having. I know that most of 
you have had to cancel many of your mee6ngs and fund 
raisers.  I hope that you have been able to think outside 
the box and compensate for the missed opportunity to 
raise money for missions.  Let me remind you again that 
according to the UMW Handbook, funds raised are to be 
used for missions, either to the conference or locally, and 
not for “pet” projects. 
 Since our District mee6ngs have all been cancelled 
this year, I feel that I have not been able to do a good job 
training and assis6ng the unit treasurers.  It would be 
possible for me to schedule some training sessions on a 
small scale.  If you are interested in a training, please 
contact me at 308-631-9506. 
 As always, I need to have all your remi9ances to me 
by December 15, to be processed and sent on to 
conference and na6onal. I would appreciate your help in 
this ma9er. As of the end of August we are pre9y much 
on track to meet our pledge.  Thank you for sending 
those in, even in these trying 6mes. 
 Most of our mee6ngs have either been cancelled or 
held via ZOOM. Those mee6ngs get the work done but 
lack the socializa6on and camaraderie of having in 
person mee6ngs.  Hopefully, we will be able to resume a 
normal schedule in 2021.  In the mean6me, be good to 
each other and pray for our Na6on. 
 Please, when you send money for anything, I need 
the remit form! Thank you for your coopera6on. 

Barb Buescher 
Gateway District Treasurer 
barbhansen38@charter.net  
308-631-9506

A Message from Journey on Planning 
To say that 2020 has been a crazy year is a HUGE 
understatement! In every way, carefully laid plans for 
work, community, family, church, and yes, even UMW, 
were tossed out or reconfigured. As new Covid-19 
informa6on was released we slowly stepped out in 
faith and tried to do what we could, but tradi6ons have 
been allowed to go dormant.   
  
In June, we held a wedding in our back yard for our 
oldest granddaughter who got the dreaded call from 
her venue that it would not be opening.  With just 3 
weeks and a lot of loving, crea6ve family members, her 
wedding came off without a hitch and we met every 
official Covid requirement. It was a beau6ful day and 
an awesome ceremony. My advice to the newlyweds 
was to not focus on the inconvenience of replanning a 
2020 Covid special ceremony, but rather cherish the 
day and the opportunity for new tradi6ons. 
  
So, I’m sharing my wedding advice for your units. 
Maybe you haven’t been able to meet. Maybe you 
weren’t able to work on money making projects. 
Maybe you weren’t able to get together for Bible study. 
No one knows how long this state of affairs will 
con6nue, but this is certainly the 6me to develop new 
tradi6ons. Send lots of cards to former members now 
residing in nursing homes. If you like technology set up 
some mee6ngs that way. If you hate technology, don’t 
do that! Spend 6me reaching out to college students. 
Send encouraging notes to teachers and school 
personnel, thanking them for their devo6on to 
educa6on and children in this trying 6me. Research 
new ideas for mission projects.Reach out to 
unchurched people living in your community. Be 
thankful you have this 6me to do nothing. 
  
Our minds may wander back and forth as to how bad 
things are, but our faith will sustain us. We know that 
eventually we will resume the UMW calendar of 
events.  We don’t know when, but we can s6ll work to 
build our faith through United Methodist Women and 
let our works be blessings to others. 
  
Rita Skiles, Vice President, 
Journey on Planning 
brskiles@atcjet.net 
308-995-7103

Gree$ngs Gateway District UMW Sisters 
 I pray this finds you all safe and well.  It has been a 
very strange year. 
 Since we are not having a live fall district mee6ng, I 
have not ordered any program books, calendars, etc.  If 
you or your local organiza6ons need any of those items 
you can access the Mission Resource Center via internet 
or phone.  Please contact me if you need further 
informa6on on those contacts.   
Journey Leader for Learning and Giving, 
Sarah Hansen 
402-981-2795 
hansenst@juno.com



Gateway District Communications Fall 2020

2020, Issue 1  page 4

   Unit Secretaries 
Hi, everyone! I hope you are all healthy and staying 

safe. Can you believe that fall is here already? 2020 has 
been a challenging year so far and it looks like it’s going to 
remain that way for at least the rest of this year. But, there is 
always next year to look forward to! With that in mind, I just 
want to remind you that it is never too soon for the 
Nomina6ng Commi9ee to start looking for candidates for 
vacancies on your board for 2021. Your board for 2021 
should be set by October 1, 2020. I sent out forms last 
month for you to use in repor6ng your officers’ informa6on 
and I’ve already started to receive some back. Thank you! 
The form is due to me by October 1, 2020. You can send it to 
me at: Cortney Klein P. O. Box 283, Pleasanton, 68866 or 
scan it and e-mail to me at: angelicck@msn.com. The 
informa6on that needs to be reported is: name, address, 
preferred phone number, and e-mail address of all the 
officers; date and 6me of your local unit mee6ngs; and the 
number of members in your local unit.   

Unfortunately this year many of the District officers 
have not been able to come and visit in person. However, if 
you have any ques6ons or concerns, please feel free to 
contact us at any 6me. If you don’t know who your District 
officer unit sister is, you can contact me at 308-455-0454 to 
get their contact informa6on. We are very much looking 
forward to geLng back to our in person visits in 2021 to find 
out what your unit has been doing and share a li9le bit 
about ourselves with you. 

We would welcome hearing about what your units 
have been doing during this trying 6me. Many of us are 
puLng our annual fundraisers on hold due to the situa6on. 
If your unit has thought of an innova6ve way to fundraise 
without the need for personal contact, we would love to 
hear about it and pass it on. The Pleasanton unit is unable to 
host their Country Store this year. However, for our other 
fundraiser, we do community calendars. Local businesses 
put ads in the calendars and then we sell them for $3. They 
have everyone in the community’s birthday on it (the people 
who consent), dates of local events such as school board 
mee6ngs, village board mee6ngs, and other group 
mee6ngs. They also have the school athle6c events 
schedule already printed on them. Everyone loves them. 
Please share your ideas with me or Kathy Mann at: 
308-214-0798 or kmann1947@gmail.com. 

Cortney Klein 
District Secretary  
angelicck@msn.com 
308-455-0454

Journey in Ac$on Fall 2020 
Gree6ngs to all of you.   
 Due to the COVID 19 pandemic, we have all had 
to make changes in how we meet our goals and 
con6nue to reach out to others.  Locally, in Burwell, 
we have con6nued to use our Clothing Closet to 
reach out to others during locally sponsored events 
such as City Wide Garage Sales, Nebraska’s Big 
Rodeo, Maker’s Market, and the Junk Jaunt. 
 Addi6onally when possible, we have taken 
clothes to those living in government subsidized 
housing and the nursing home. The residents have 
greatly appreciated having a new piece of “gently” 
used clothing.   
 Our local UMW is stepping out of the box to try 
a “To Go” soup and sandwich bazaar to help raise 
money for missions. 
 I hope these ideas will inspire you try to try a 
new way to accomplish your unit goals for social 
jus6ce and ac6on. 
 Please let me know what ac6vi6es you are able 
to do in your community to promote UMW with the 
restric6ons that we are working under. 

 Call me at 308-750-7085  
 email me at sonjadann@aol.com.  
or write to me at Sonja Wagner, 46042 825th Rd. 
Burwell, NE 68823 
 
We can do more for others and for one another if 
we share our ideas.  Thanks for sharing. 

When communica$ng with me include: 
Name of your unit 
Contact person and informa$on 
Journey in Ac$on Ac$vity 
Other Special Ac$vity

Looking for ways to support our na$onal missions 
within the Great Plains Conference area? Find 

links to Della Lamb, The Big Garden, and Epworth 
Village ministries within the Great Plains UMW 

pages.
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Journey in Faith 

Here is hoping that your Journey in Faith is not taking a 
vaca6on! 

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your strength.” Deuteronomy 5:6 

“Love your neighbor as yourself.” Levi6cus 19:18 

 This month I lost my brother—and last remaining 
original family member—to suicide. Oh how I wish I 
had known he was hur6ng. 
 This covid-19 thing has isolated many of us and we 
are not mee6ng or having church and fellowship 6mes 
that we all long to be a part of. 
 Make it a point to con6nue to be the church and a 
sister to those in your area. The phone calls and text 
messages are so important. 
 Drop a card and let people know that you care and 
value them in your life. The li9le things mean so much 
to someone who is lonesome. 
 We had a chance to do a virtual Mission U this 
month. It was at no cost. They plan to have others and 
we hope you take the 6me to be a part of them. 
Finding Peace In An Anxious World is a study that was 
6med at a perfect 6me for what we are living in. God is 
so smart to plan ahead! 
 May God con6nue to walk with you as we deal with 
the pandemic and isola6on. Stay safe! 

Kathy Pierce Kathy Pierce, Journey in Faith, 
kpierce@nctc.net, 
308-216-0072

Journey in Growth  

L.O.C.K.D.O.W.N. is a 6me to:  

L - isten to God's voice and reflect. 
O - bey His Word and His teaching. 
C - all on Jesus' name and be calm. 
K - now what is the purpose of all this. 
D -well in His presence. Do not panic! 
O - ffer a prayer for everyone's safety.  
W - ait & be pa6ent. This too shall pass. 
N - uture our personal rela6onship w/ Him.  

Let's face it. These are scary 6mes! What can we as 
Chris6an women do to help us through this 6me of 
pandemic?  

1. PRAY. 
2. READ SCRIPTURE. 
3. LISTEN TO CHRISTIAN RADIO.  
4. LISTEN TO/ATTEND CHURCH.  

My actual report is very short. I want to compliment 
all of our ac6ve units. We reached our goal of 100% 
par6cipa6on in the UMW 2019 Na6onal Census for 
our Gateway District. We have a total of 969 UMW 
members in the Gateway District.  
 
That is all for now. God bless all of you! 
 
“Let all who take refuge in You be glad; let them ever 
sing for joy. Spread your protec6on over them, that 
those who love your name may rejoice in You.” 
Psalms 5:11.  

Rose Hamilton 
Gateway District Journey in Growth 
20 North 4th St., Miller NE 68858 
jump4joy007@gmail.com

New to your UMW office? 

Sign up for training with your conference officers. See the 

registration information on page 7 in this newsletter.
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Words from Epworth Village 
UMW Sisters: 
In these uncertain 6mes, the following statement has been shared oyen in recent months.   Epworth 
Village needs help from its village, United Methodist Women, United Methodist churches, York and 
surrounding community members. 
Epworth’s Heart of the MaVer – It Takes a Village is s$ll scheduled for Thursday, October 15, 2020. 
      
The Heart of the Ma9er commi9ee has decided to offer the event as a virtual auc6on this year.  Our 
plans are to live stream the live auc6on from York First United Methodist Church.   Details on how to 
do this are s6ll being worked out.  Our tradi6onal silent auc6on will also be offered online.  You will 
be able to bid on online items from October 1, 2020 to October 15, 2020.  The auc6on will be held at 
www.charityauc6on.bid/EpworthVillage2020.  We will be providing further informa6on on how folks 
can par6cipate in both the silent and live virtual auc6ons as the event dates are closer. 
We need you to rally with Epworth in this new venture.   
Please assist us by dona6ng or solici6ng dona6on items for both the Live Auc6on and Online 
Auc6on.  We are asking units to help us think crea6vely and unconven6onally for items to offer for 
the Live and Online auc6on. 
Live auc$on – These items have usually included 6ckets to area spor6ng events.   This may not be 
the most popular item this year if area colleges are allowed to compete.   With your help we can 
come up with different op6ons for our auc6on items.  Suggested op6ons include finding someone 
willing to donate a butchered steer or pig that can be auc6oned. Or maybe you know someone that 
has an experience that we can auc6on, such as a stay at an Airbnb or Bed and Breakfast?  We have 
lots of cool places in Kansas or Nebraska to visit.  Do you have a connec6on to one of these cool 
places that we could auc6on off the experience?   
Online auc$on - We are looking to include the usual themed or specialty baskets, quilted and 
woodworking Items. We would also like to include giy cer6ficates to experiences in Nebraska and 
Kansas that we men6oned to include in the live auc6on. 
If your unit/church is thinking we would like to help but we can’t come up with an idea for an online 
auc6on item/basket. Let us help get you started.  We will get you started with one item. Then you 
can brainstorm ideas with your group (church, UMW, etc.) on what to add to it for a themed item/
basket.     You can call and visit with Jan about op6ons for your starter item.  Or we can send you an 
item randomly to start with, what a fun idea!  If you would like to par6cipate in our annual 
fundraiser for Epworth Village, please contact Jan at 402-450-8207(text or phone call). We will work 
with units on geLng items picked up by September 17, 2020.   
We need you to be a part of the Epworth Heart of the MaVer annual fundraiser for 2020, 
especially during these uncertain $mes. 
We would love to hear from you with your ideas.   
Heart of the Ma9er – It Takes A Village co-chairs 
Jan Hauser and Stacey Brandenburgh 
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Gateway District Nomina$ons 

2020 Ballot   

Each unit should consider the nomina6ons 
listed below. Units many also nominate 
persons “from the floor.” Elec6on in your unit 
for these district offices may be done via 
paper ballot, phone, or email. Approve the 
officers as listed or write in candidates. Please 
report your elec6on results to President, 
Kathy Mann no later than November 6, 2020. 
Ballots are to be mailed to her at 

Kathy Mann 

46479 826th Rd. 

Burwell NE 68823

Offices to be elected in Even Years

Nominated To Serve 2021–2022

President, Kathy Mann (Burwell)

Secretary, Cortney Klein (Pleasanton)

Journey in Faith Leader, Kathy Pierce (Gibbon)

Journey in Learning and Giving Leader, Doris 
Whitacre (Kearney)

Communications Coordinator, Sandy Manning 
(Broken Bow)

Addi$onal nomina$ons

Vice President (one year) ______________________

Journey in Growth Leader (one year), Verna Gifford

Committee on Nominations:

Ardith Davenport

_____________________________________________


____________________________________________

Offices to be elected in Odd Years (2019)

Serving 2020-21

Treasurer, Barb Buescher, Gibbon

Journey in Action Leader, Sonja Wagner (Burwell)

Nominations Chair, Nevabelle Howe

Thank you to these officers who con$nue to 
serve!

Dear Gateway UMWomen: 

I have enjoyed working with all of you as your 
communica6ons coordinator for the past several years. 
The newsle9er sent to the units of Gateway is our key 
method of keeping you all informed. Be sure to share, 
make copies, or give pages to officers for reports. 
Everything included is meant to be used by someone in 
your unit! Every unit and every member is important to 
us, so please help us include each one by making our 
newsle9er available to all. Be sure to support your next 
communica6ons coordinator. Thanks. 

Ardith Davenport 

 
Great Plains United Methodist Women

  2020 Officer Training
 

Preparing Leadership for such a time as this
ZOOM Virtual Meeting

Saturday October 24, 2020
10:00 – 11:00 CDT

           9:00 – 10: 00 MDT
 

All district and unit officers and UMW members are invited to attend the training.
Specific training will be held for all current and newly elected UMW officers.
Members who are not officers may attend any training.
 
Only one training can be attended. All trainings will be recorded and placed on the
Great Plains UMW website: https://www.greatplainsumc.org/umw
 
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER:
Please send email to Judy Grant include :Name, Email Phone and ONE Officer
training you want to attend,
 
Choose One:

President            Karen Dunlap / Janice Elmore
Vice President    Joyce Solomon
Secretary            Pat McGill / Susan Carlson
Treasurer            Barbara Smith
Committee on Nominations Chair   Carolyn May / Peg Walters
Journey in Action Team Leader … Gwen Sharpe
Journey in Faith Team Leader ….. Lori Collins/ Rose Hamilton
Journey in Giving Team Leader .. Margaret Thomas
Journey in Growth Team Leader Vicki Leech
Journey in Learning Team Leader Ann Cerveny

 
 

umw.org 

visit the website for program ideas, missions studies, 

webinars, reading program information and much, much 

more!
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Gateway District United Methodist Women 
Ardith Davenport 
208 East 46th Street 
Kearney NE 68847
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