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Calendar of Events  

March 23 National Day of Giving for the Legacy Fund 
March 26-29 South Central Jurisdiction Quadrennial Meeting 
 Little Rock, Arkansas 
March 30 Local Unit Membership Census due to National UMW 
April 1 Registration Deadline for METtour 
April 12-16, 2021 Midwest Mission Distribution Center Mission Trip – 
 Chatham, IL 
March 30-April 3 Midwest Mission Distribution Center Mission Trip –  
 Chatham, IL 
April 23 Gateway District Spring  Retreat—Scotia NE UMC 
May 28-30 Great Plains United Methodist Church Conference –   
 Topeka, KS [TBA GP UMW Lunch at Annual Conference] 
May 30-June 7 METour –SE USA  (Red Bird, Upper Room in    
 Nashville, Cookson Hills Center) 
June 26-27 Summer Leadership Team Meeting – TBA 
July 1 Eunice Harrington Award Nominee deadline 
July 12-16 Mission u Weekday Event –KS Wesleyan, Salina, KS 
July 24-26 Mission u Weekend Event – Kearney First UMC,   
 Kearney, NE 
August 7-8 Mission u – Countryside UMC, Topeka, KS 
September 18-19 Great Plains United Methodist Women  
        Annual Meeting – Garden City, KS 
October District Annual Meetings 
October 4-8, 2021 Midwest Mission Distribution Center Mission Trip  
 Chatham, IL 
October 12-16 Midwest Mission Distribution Center Mission Trip –   
 Chatham, IL 
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Stay informed: check out these sources for the 

latest UMW news: 

Gateway District United Methodist Women  
(Facebook Page) 

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/gatewaydistrictumw 

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/umw 

http://unitedmethodistwomen.org

Save the date: “Let Your Light Shine: 
Ignited for Justice” 

You are invited to attend the Gateway District 
Spring Retreat at the Scotia UM Church on 

April 23 from 9:30-2:30. Registration 
information page 8. 
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This Time of Change
by Harriett J. Olson
 
Dear UMW members and friends,
 
You have likely read recent media reports pointing to a split in the United Methodist 
Church. Many outlets grossly overstated what has happened, and I am writing to 
clarify.
 
Over the past several months, persons who have various leadership roles in our denomination and in some of the 
groups that have prepared their own separate plans for how the denomination should proceed in 2020 met with a 
mediator to see if it was possible to come together around a single plan. On Friday, Jan. 3, they announced that 
they had reached an agreement to move ahead through separation.  Their proposal would allow traditionalist 
United Methodists to form a new Methodist/Wesleyan body.  The protocol has provisions dealing with properties, 
pensions and sketches out some of the timing and process that would be required. I encourage you to read the 
United Methodist News Service article about it. At this stage, this agreement is a proposal. Actual legislation for 
the General Conference to consider will need to be drafted. It is a recommendation that has yet to be voted on or 
approved.
 
The current outline does not address United Methodist Women or the agencies of the church very much, except to 
say that, if the proposal is adopted, they and we would remain part of the UMC rather than the traditionalist 
denomination that could be formed if this approach is adopted by the General Conference. As you may know, 
United Methodist Women has been following the development of all the plans and at times providing input or 
response.  Along with you, we know that there is urgent work for United Methodist Women to take on—
supporting women, children and youth and marginalized persons and advocating for policies that are more just. 
Our commitment is to be a place where all the women who affirm the Purpose and want to work together in 
mission can belong. With this in view, the United Methodist Women Board of Directors has already made changes 
to our bylaws to ensure that women committed to this mission could continue to belong, regardless of whether 
they or their church or their Conference separates from the UMC.
 
As United Methodist Church examines next steps, United Methodist Women will continue to be a place where the 
needs of women and children are front and center. As we do, we encourage each of you to be informed of what is 
being considered and to offer leadership in your congregation and in the District and Conference. Times of 
dramatic change can bring new possibilities. They are also times to remain vigilant about our core commitments 
and our identity, both as a denomination and as an organization.
 
In this time of change, we encourage members to remain connected to each other, remain centered on the work we 
are called to do in the world and to remain watchful of information on next steps, confident that God is at work.
 
In Love,
Harriett Jane Olson
General Secretary and CEO
United Methodist Women

Visit https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org often 
to access program ideas, podcasts, news and updates.
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Greetings and Blessings from your Gateway District 
President 
February 2020 
Dear Sisters-in-Christ, 
 The Gateway District Executive officers met at the 
Kearney First United Methodist Church at 10:00 on 
January 14, 2020.  We had an excellent attendance and 
attended to a lot of business.  All of the officers and 
Journey Team leaders are doing a great job and are 
contributing to the work of the Gateway District and 
United Methodist Women. 
 Thanks to Cortney Klein, we received our new 2020 
Directory.  Nevabelle Howe was nominated for the Eunice 
Harrington award, and our Spring Retreat will be held in 
Scotia on Thurs., April 23, 2020.  Kathy Pierce and Rita 
Skiles will be preparing for the retreat.  Be sure to register 
to attend. 
 GREAT NEWS:  The Gateway District and the Great 
Plains Conference both met their pledges.  Check with 
Barb Buescher, our treasurer for details. 
We have some small units that are closing their unit so be 
aware of units around you that are struggling with 
attendance and ask them to join your group or offer some 
type of support. 
 Please read “This Time of Change” by Harriet Jane 
Olson on page 2 of this newsletter. There are changes 
being made in the United Methodist Church but as Karen 
Dunlap, the Great Plains president states, “the United 
Methodist Women are a separate entity and we will 
continue to proceed with our caring for women and 
children.” 
 God bless you as you continue the work in your units 
and plan to attend the Spring Retreat in Scotia and be ready 
to “Let Your Light Shine!” 
Kathy Mann, Gateway District President 
kmann1947@gmail.com, 308-214-0798

Vice President/Journey on Planning Reflections 
 
As we move into 2020, I think it is a good time to 
reflect on the issues and concerns of John Wesley 
as he wrote in the 18th century. His manifesto, 
updated to 2020 language reads like this: 
  
1. Reduce the gap between rich people and poor 
people. 
2. Help everyone to have a job. 
3. Help the poorest, including introducing a 
living wage. 
4. Offer the best possible education. 
5. Help everyone to feel they can make a 
difference. 
6. Promote tolerance. 
7. Promote equal treatment for women. 
8. Create a society based on values and not on 
profits and consumerism. 
9. End all forms of slavery. 
10. Avoid getting into wars. 
11. Share the love of God with everyone. 
12. Care for the environment. 
Sounds like what we focus on as United Methodist 
Women. Sounds like something we can pray for 
and be activists for every day of the year.  Sounds 
like a good place to start to find new energy for 
2020. Feels like the direction each unit needs to 
go.  I like the sound of that! 
Rita Skiles, Vice President, Journey in Planning 
308-995-7103 brskiles@atcjet.net

Save the Date 
Great Plains UMW Conference Annual 

Meeting 
September, 18-19, 2020 

Garden City, Kansas 
Keynote Speaker - Shannon Priddy, National 

President United Methodist Women 
Celebrate with Hands-on Mission, Breakout 
sessions, Officer Updates, and Fellowship

“0”Plastice Challenge: Ignite Justice 
 The focus of our Gateway District for the coming year is to 
promote “0” plastic, Styrofoam, or paper waste from our units 
and churches. 
 In the past we have given plastic bottles of water for you to 
take with you for your return trip home.  This year we are 
asking each of you to BYOB (bring your own water bottle) to 
be filled before you depart.  By doing this simple BYOB activity 
we can begin to create zero tolerance for plastic in our society. 
Ignite Justice----BYOB and help save the earth. 
—President Kathy

mailto:brskiles@atcjet.net
mailto:kmann1947@gmail.com
mailto:brskiles@atcjet.net
mailto:kmann1947@gmail.com
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Hello, Local Unit Secretaries 

First, I would like to take a minute to introduce 
myself to those of you who don’t know me. My 
name is Cortney Klein and I am the Gateway 
District Secretary. I want to give you a few helpful 
suggestions for keeping minutes as you are getting 
settled into the new year. 
1. Record the meeting date, time, place, name of 
presiding officer, type of meeting and those present 
at the beginning of your minutes. 
2. All motions should be recorded exactly as stated. 
If it is a complicated motion, don’t be afraid to have 
the person making the motion put it in writing. 
3. File all reports given with the minutes. 
4. Make sure to sign your name at the end of the 
minutes. 

One question I have had asked of me is how long 
do we need to keep our records. The answer is for 4 
years. It is one of your responsibilities to act as the 
custodian for all official papers and records. I 
suggest having a 3-ring binder specifically 
designated for your United Methodist Women 
records. If you have any other questions, please feel 
free to contact me. 

I hope to get a chance to meet all of you at the 
Spring Retreat on April 23, 2020 in Scotia. Please 
take a minute to find me and introduce yourself. 

Cortney Klein 308-455-0454 
angelicck@msn.com 

From Your District Treasurer 

WOW! SUPER! FANTASTIC!! We made our pledge to 
Conference by 111.75%!!!! CONGRATULATIONS!!  

Ok, we're on a roll. Let's keep going. I mailed the packets 
with all the new forms to all the local unit treasurers. All 
of the forms that you need for 2020 are in there. The 
Pledge forms for 2021 (I know, that seems a long way 
off, but we have to budget for then) need to be sent to me 
by April 15, but earlier if you possibly can. Thanks in 
advance. If you didn't get that packet, or have misplaced 
it, please let me know.  

Thirteen units completed the 5-7 Star Giving in 2019. 
These awards will be honored at our spring retreat at 
Scotia. We will also be lighting the Dedicated Light in 
Honor of or Memory of the recipients for 2019.  

I've already received some remittances without the proper 
remittance forms, so please go through the packets that I 
sent you in October and familiarize yourself with all the 
different forms so that you can help me get my work 
done correctly. Thank you for your help in the past and I 
look forward to another year with you. If there are any 
questions regarding those forms or anything else, please 
don't hesitate to call me. If I don't know the answer to 
your question, I do know how to get it.  

Spring retreat is in Scotia, on April 23 . I would like to 
see all of you there and get a chance to put a face to a 
name after working with you all for a year. It is also a 
good time to learn more about your job and how it 
impacts the whole district and conference. Also have a 
good time and some good food. (You know those 
Methodists and their food)  

I will have cards and corsages with me at Scotia. If you 
are making purchases for you personally or your unit, 
please fill out the appropriate forms so you or your unit 
can get credit towards 5-7 Star Giving.  

Hope to see you on April 23 at Scotia.  

Barb Buescher, Gateway District Treasurer 
barbhansen38@charter.net,; 308-631-9506  

Laity Summit—A $15 Bargain! 
Keynote Speaker David C. Teel! 

Choices to attend 4 workshop sessions! 

Lunch and fellowship with lay persons from across 

the conference! 

All in our district at Kearney 1st UMC, March 21! 

Registration deadlines: Child care (February 21) 
All registrations by March 7. 
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CALLING ALL PRESIDENTS!!

 Gateway District UMW Executive Committee has a 
number of positions to fill for 2021   Please check with 
your members to prayerfully consider this opportunity, 
for this coming year or in the future. This is a great 
opportunity to grow spiritually and to make some 
wonderful friends. Please give this your urgent attention 
and report to someone on the nominating committee on 
or before our spring meeting April 23 at Scotia,  
 Prospective officers may have questions about the 
office. If so, please contact one of the members of the 
Nominations Committee listed below. We can tell you 
now that the rewards are greater than the challenges.  

Marlene Boysen, Chair, marlene.boysen@gmail.com, 
928-214-9527 
Nevabelle Howe, Co-chair, alhowe@charter.net, 
308-440-6933 
Sandi Manning, fire172002@msn.com 
Shirley Pierce, spiercer1936@gmail.com 
Georgia Dutt, kdutt@swnebr.net

Unit Sister List 
ARAPAHOE: Georgia Dutt 308-697-3669 
BARTLEY: Georgia Dutt 308-697-3669 
BERTRAND: Kathy Mann 308-214-0798 
BRADY: Sarah Hansen 402-981-2795 
BROKEN BOW: Shirley Pierce 308-325-2976 
BURWELL: Marlene Boysen 308-325-2976 
CALLAWAY: Sandi Manning 308-870-2268 
CAMBRIDGE: Rita Skiles 308-995-7103 
COZAD: Rita Skiles 308-995-7103 
EDDYVILLE: Peg Walters 308-872-5384 
ELM CREEK: Nevabelle Howe 308-440-6933 
ELWOOD: Sonja Wagner 308-750-7085 
EUSTICE: Rose Hamilton 308-293-7100 
FARNAM: Joyce Solomon 308-643-9461 
FRANKLIN: Barb Buescher 308-631-9506 
GIBBON FAITH: Peg Walters 308-872-5384 

HAVEN’S CHAPEL: Cortney Klein 308-455-0454 
HOLDREGE: Shirley Pierce 308-325-2976 
HUNTLEY: Rose Hamilton 308-293-7100 
KEARNEY FIRST: Cortney Klein 308-455-0454 
LEXINGTON: Nevabelle Howe 308-440-6933 
LITCHFIELD: Ardith Davenport 308-529-3637 
LOUP CITY: Doris Whitacre 308-234-2369 
MERNA: Sandi Manning 308-870-2268 
MILLER: Barb Buescher 308-631-9506 
MINDEN: Kathy Pierce 308-216-0072 
MIRA VALLEY: Kathy Mann 308-214-0798 
MORNING STAR: Joyce Solomon 308-643-9461 
ORD: Sonja Wagner 308-750-7085 
OVERTON: Ardith Davenport 308-529-3637 
OXFORD: Marlene Boysen 308-325-2976 
PLEASANTON: Doris Whitacre 308-234-2369 
SCOTIA: Sarah Hansen 402-981-2795 
SHELTON: Kathy Pierce 308-216-0072 

Journey in Faith 

 It is with GREAT JOY I come as your Journey in 
Faith leader for United Methodist  Women.  
 I must agree that there is nothing equal to the 
fellowship we share as women, but the real reason we 
gather is to grow in our faith in our Lord. Our theme is 
“Let Your Light Shine” and we will be working on this at 
the Spring Retreat at Scotia UMC. As we share our ideas 
on letting our lights shine, we will also learn about being 
good stewards of our earth. Please make every effort to 
be at this special meeting. I know you will shine brighter 
as a Unit if you do! There are so many great ideas out 
there of things you are doing. May God’s Almighty hand 
be on us as we grow in faith. Take advantage of 
Legislative Day, Laity Summit, and Mission U! Invite a 
friend to join you at these events. Be a mentor to another 
and we will all got in Faith, Hope, Love, and Joy.  

Kathy Pierce, Journey in Faith, 
kpierce@nctc.net, 308-216-0072

Isaiah 6: 8 Then I heard the Lord’s voice saying “Whom should I send, 
and who will go for us? I said I’m here: send me.

mailto:kpierce@nctc.net
mailto:kpierce@nctc.net
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JOURNEY IN GROWTH 

Hi to all!  It's hard to believe, but another year has 
passed quickly by.  We're in February of 2020 which 
means Census 2019 is here. Our goal for 2019, as 
always, is 100% participation for all conferences. 
 Which means for Gateway District we want 100% of 
local units represented in the census. I am confident 
that we will reach our goal this year! 

“The Lord spoke to Moses in the tent of meeting. Take 
a census of the whole Israelite community by their 
clans and families, listing them one by one.”  So you 
see taking a census is not at all a new idea.  Now, we 
don’t have to count every single person, as did Moses. 
 However, we do want to know the accurate count of 
our active UMW units, as well as the headcount of 
every single member! 

So if you've already turned your forms into me or 
completed the online form you're in the clear! 
 However, if you have completed the form online please 
notify me as I am unable to see your online completed 
form. That happened to me last year and one of our 
units was not counted. So stand up and be counted!  If 
your unit has not completed their census for 2019, 
please submit ASAP. You may send email or snail mail. 
If you do not have the form, please contact me ASAP. 
 Your unit President received the form in her packet that 
was distributed during officer training at our Fall 
Annual Meeting. Each unit President is responsible for 

ascertaining that the form for their individual unit has 
been completed and submitted.  Having said that, the 
unit President may certainly delegate the job. Feel free 
to contact me if you are new or just need a little bit of 
assistance. My phone number is (308) 293-7100. 

I want to compliment our units.  I already have received 
over half of the completed forms!  That is a great 
beginning and will make my job easier to tabulate 
results. It will also save you a phone call from me 
reminding you that this needs to be accomplished 
swiftly.  I would like to have all forms submitted to me 
by February 29th this year. I want to thank each one of 
you for your work that you have done to help us 
accomplish this very important mission! 

 I hope that each unit is planning to celebrate UMW 
Sunday, both in your local unit and at your church 
level.  Some ideas are having a skit, UMW moments 
for church service, UMW trivia or bingo, devote a 
Sunday to UMW and members will participate in the 
entire service. That is all for now.  God bless all of you! 

“Let all who take refuge in You be glad; let them ever 
sing for joy.  Spread your protection over them, that 
those who love your name may rejoice in You.”     
Psalms 5:11. 

Rose Hamilton, Journey in Growth; 20 North 4th 
St., Miller, NE  68858, rosebudd61@hotmail.com 

Think Spring; Plan Your Garden. 

For the Garden of Daily Living plant three rows of peas: 1. Peace of Mind. 2. Peace 
of Heart. 3. Peace of Soul. 
Plant four rows of squash: 1. Squash gossip. 2. Squash indifference. 3. Squash 
grumbling. 4. Squash selfishness.  
Plant fours rows of lettuce: 1. Lettuce be faithful. 2. Lettuce be kind. 3. Lettuce be 
patient. 4. Lettuce love one another. 
No Garden is complete without turnips: 1. Turnip for meetings. 2. Turnip for service. 
3. Turnip to help one another. 
To finalize our garden plan we must include Thyme: 1. Thyme for each other. 2. 
Thyme for family. 3. Thyme for the Lord. 

Submitted by Ardith Davenport, Communications Coordinator 
[author unknown]

mailto:rosebudd61@hotmail.com
mailto:rosebudd61@hotmail.com
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Mission U Events 
2020 Great Plains Conference Cooperative Mission U 
is sponsored by United Methodist Women & Mercy & 
Justice Team and is open to everyone: clergy, laity, men 
& women, children & youth "Learning Together for the 
Transformation of the World"!   Mission u will offer 
three opportunities: 
1. A weekday study in Salina, KS, July 12-16, 2020 

for adults, children, and youth;  
2. A weekend study at First UMC in Kearney, NE 

July 24-26, 2020;  
3. A mini Mission u in Topeka, KS at Countryside 

UMC August 7-8, 2020. 
Studies for 2020 include: 
• Spiritual Growth: "Finding Peace in An Anxious 

World" 
• Issue Study: "Pushout: The Criminalization of Black 

Girls in Schools" 
• Special Study (2nd year): "Women United for 

Change: 150 Years in Mission" 
Mission u details and registration information will be 
available Spring 2020. Keep an eye open for more 
information! Your Gateway District team will post this 
information on the Gateway District UMW Facebook 
group as well as emailing your local president or chair. 

Journey in Action 2020 
 We must agree that we have had some beautiful 
days of snow when God puts another coat of white on 
the ground. 
 Things are changing and we should be thinking of 
what we can improve or help at the local, state, and 
national levels. 
 We continue to encourage recycling, reusing, and 
reducing. It takes 450 years to decompose a plastic 
bottle or a baby diaper, so we need to do our part to 
ensure that future generations are not left with our 
trash. 
 I received two reports from unit Journey in Action 
leaders; thank you Overton and Morning Side for 
your reports. Our district report was submitted to the 
Great Plains Conference at the January 11, 2020 
Leadership Training Day. 
 Some of the Gateway District officers will attend 
the Ecumenical Legislative Briefing Day in Lincoln 
on February 8. Topics to be discussed this year are 
criminal justice, immigration, opioids, racial justice, 
and water in Nebraska.  
 Another issue that has been highlighted in the past 
year is human trafficking which is being reported as a 
top concern right here in our district. Offer a program 
at your meeting, educate your congregation, and get 
involved to STOP human trafficking. 
 Several units are responding to the need for 
sleeping mats for homeless or emergency shelters in 
Lincoln, Grand Island, and Kearney. If your unit 
would like to have a program on making these mats, 
contact me. Other knitted or crocheted items such as 
scarves and hats are also being donated to these 
shelters.  
 We can all make an impact by staying informed, 
responding to needs, and working together for mercy 
and justice throughout our area. 

Sonja Wagner, Journey in Action 
Leader; sonjadann@aol.com; 308-750-7085

Greetings Gateway District UMW 
May you all be managing the weather without 
difficulty.  The promise of Spring helps make 
the cold and snow more tolerable.   
  
Thank you to all who have sent the Reading 
Program reports and Mission Do reports for 
your local organizations.  
  
I look forward to seeing you all at the Spring 
Meeting. 
  
Journey on Learning and Giving, 
Sarah Hansen, hansenst@juno.com; 
402-981-2795

mailto:hansenst@juno.com
mailto:hansenst@juno.com
mailto:sonjadann@aol.com
mailto:sonjadann@aol.com
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Let Your Light Shine: Ignited for Justice 
Gateway District UMW Spring Retreat 2020 

Scotia United Methodist Church 
103 North Greeley Street, Scotia NE 

April 23, 2020 (rolls and coffee 8:30…) 9:30—2:30  
Send your registration and $12 to Scotia UMW, PO Box 331, Scotia NE 68875 

Make checks payable to Scotia UMW 
Program highlights: 

—Scripture, Music and Poetry 
—Environmental Justice: Response to Flooding in Nebraska 

 and “0” Plastic Challenge 
—Up-cycle T-shirt craft (bring a used t-shirt and sewing shears) 

—Remember to BYOB (see page 4 for details) 
………………………………………………………………………………………. 

mail to address above 

Name:_______________________________________________________ 

Mailing address________________________________________________ 

email________________________________________________________ 

phone________________________________________________________

visit https://www.greatplainsumc.org/

metourmissioneducationtour for 
registration and additional information

Gateway District UMW 
PO Box 172 
Burwell NE 68823-0172
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