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Hello Ladies of the Kansas City District,
This has been a strange year. I have missed our times
of gathering in the Spring and Fall. My prayer is we will
see improvement as we transition to 2021 and will be
able to gather again.
As is our practice of supporting Missions here and
across the world, we are still working to honor our
pledges to the conference. I know those who are able
have continued to support those in need.
Our family will not be all together this year, however,
we are still blessed to have a warm, safe home to shelter in and plenty of food to nourish our bodies. I pray
all who read this are as blessed. Please stay safe, stay
well, and if sick, may you heal successfully.
God’s Blessing today and everyday,
Jill Hershberger
KC District UMW President
Hershberger1969@gmail.com

UMW P URPOSE
The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall
be a community of women
whose purpose is to know
God and to experience
freedom as whole persons
through Jesus Christ; to
develop creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission
through participation in the
global ministries of the
church.
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Greetings to all UMW members,
What a year this has been for all of us! So much pain, hardship and division on so many
fronts. Yet through all of the adversity, I have seen giving hearts, hope and love demonstrated
in so many ways.
As we try to figure out how, when and where we go forward, I do want to report that your
current Kansas City District UMW officers have agreed to continue into 2021. We would like to
have a couple more volunteers to serve on the Nominations team if you know of anyone that
you can encourage or recommend. We look forward to the time that we can meet together
again.
Wishing you each a Happy Thanksgiving! Be safe if you are gathering with family or
friends.
Reba McQuinn, Vice President
2021-2024 UMW Social Justice Priorities
What are UMW’s Social Justice Priorities for the 2021-2024 Quadrennium?
Climate Justice, with a particular focus on Just Energy 4 All campaign
Mass Incarceration/ Criminalization of Communities of Color, with a particular focus on the
Interrupting the School to Prison Pipeline campaign
Why are we only doing two priorities? What about Maternal Health and Economic Justice?
As we move forward in this moment, we do so with a great sense of intention and discernment. To be impactful, we are constantly assessing what is needed in this moment and where
our strengths lie. Reducing the number of priority issues for this quadrennium enables us to
focus the resources and time of members and national staff, go deeper into each of the issues
we’re engaging, and develop stronger local and national partnerships in these areas.
Journey in Learning
Hi Ladies! I never thought I would miss our district meetings and YOU so much! I hope all of
you are staying healthy by being careful where you go, wearing a mask, and social distancing.
Sent along with this newsletter will be a copy of the 2020 Mission Do form which is due to me
by January 15, 2021. We all realize that we have not been able to meet physically since
spring, but I know some units have been doing a few things before the shutdown and through
it! Please let me know what your unit was able to accomplish during 2020, no matter how few
activities you did!!!
Check out the resources for Journey in Learning on the UMW website for ideas. You will get
inspired by just reading through it. https://www.greatplainsumc.org/umw Look on the left side
of the page for link to training and resources.
Happy and safe holidays and Happy New Year.
Emily Weems
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Journey in Action (Social Action)
Greetings to all of my sisters in the Kansas City district. During these unsettled times, I have
been thinking a lot about how to put faith, hope and love in action, even as our activities are restricted. I would like to share a few ideas with you.
COVID: Below is an excerpt from an article resident on the UMW Website. The article has some
great suggestions if you are looking for ways to take action. One impactful action is to support your
local food pantry by donating food, money, or assisting with food distribution. The need at these
facilities is currently very high. Another thing we can all be doing is to make contact with other people. Reach out to others to let them know you are thinking about them, ask if there is anything you
can do to help them, and pray for them.
What Can We Do About COVID-19?
• Economic Justice: When employees come to work sick, it not only hurts that individual and their
family, it also hurts efforts to contain disease spread. Call on Congress support universal paid sick
days and paid family and medical leave for all employees, transferable from one job to another.
These policies should be in place not only during the crisis but on permanent basis. Contact your
senators and congressperson and Speaker Nancy Pelosi, urging them to consider the New York
State Paid Family Leave policy as the basis for action. United States Capitol switchboard at (202)
224-3121.

• Mass Incarceration: Contact Governor Kelly to urge the reduction of the prison population, prioritizing the immediate release of medically vulnerable people who pose no risk to public safety but
would be themselves gravely endangered during a COVID-19 outbreak.
• Domestic Violence: Support domestic violence hotlines in your community or nationally that are
experiencing higher demand as people are isolated. Donate items and or time to shelters for battered women.
• Racial Justice: Bust racist myths and stereotypes and call out discrimination and abuse.
Check the following link if you would like to learn more:
https:// www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/what-can-we-do-about-covid19.pdf
GENERAL INFORMATION: Another website that is packed with information about how to take action is: https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/action
There are many links on the page to additional information and resources.
PLANNING TOOL: Our Conference Action Leader, Gwen Sharpe, has created a tool to assist you
in planning and tracking your unit activities and events. Please take a look at the form that is attached to this newsletter and take advantage of the structure it provides. Be sure to let me know if
you have any feedback about how you are able to use it and any changes you might have to recommend.
LEAF: The Legislative Event for Advocacy in Faith (LEAF) is an ecumenical event that provides
timely updates on issues being addressed within our state legislature. At this time, I am sorry to
say that I do not have any specifics about whether this event can be held in
2021, but I will keep it on my radar screen and provide updates as I learn
more. It is typically held in mid-February on a Sunday evening and the following Monday (in 2020, it was held on February 16 and 17) in Topeka.
Please reach out to me if I can assist you or your unit in any way.
Janis Kirkeby, Journey in Action Leader, Kansas City District
Janis.kirkeby@gmail.com, (913)706-1352
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Count your blessings, wear a mask and read a book!
We are having a great year to turn off the TV and read a good book!!
The UMW Reading Program has some very enlightening and unforgettable books. I am listing a few for you and your friends to consider
reading and discussing, which our reading group at Asbury UMC have
enjoyed. The following would count for a Reading Program Plan in
2021. (I have included some of the libraries where these books are
available: JC = Johnson County; KCPL = KCK Publi library; Mid C =
Mid-Continent Library.)
Where Do We go From Here

by MLK, Jr SA 2019 JC (2), Mid C (4)

What Comes with the Dust , A Novel

by Ghorbi, SA 2020 JC (6), KCPL (9)

Just Mercy by Stevenson SA 2016 (If you have seen the movie, that would count.) JC (51)
Threading My Prayer Rug
Without You There is No Us
Born on Third Base
The Book of Joy

by Sabeeha

by Suki, EfM 2018 JC (5), KCPL (2)

by Collins SA 2018 JC (4) KCPL (2), Mid C (3)
NfC, 2018 JC (13), KCPL (5), Mid C (10)

Eleanor – A Spiritual Biography
Vital Voices

EfM 2019 JC (3), KCPL (2) Mid C (2)

Smith, Leadership 2019 JC (3), KCPL (1)

by Nelson Leadership 2020 KCPL (2) and JC (2)

When Breath Becomes Air by Kalanithi NfC 2018 JC (30), KCPL (1), Mid C (40+)
The Hate U Give
by Thomas NfC 2021 JC (44), KCPL (15) We rented the movie two years
ago and watched together.
A House in the Sky by Lindhout EfM 2018 JC (10), KCPL (6), Mid C (2)
If you listen to three of the “Faith Talks”, they count as two books in
Spiritual Growth – https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/faithtalks
The Mission U Studies each count as a book-read in any category:
Finding Peace in an Anxious World and Women United for Change -150
years in Mission
For a look at the 2021-2022 Reading Program Catalog click here:
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogramcatalog2021
Reminder: If you completed a UMW Reading Program Plan, please send or email me the
level completed by December 1st.
Lynn Bain

Virtual Resources are available at the UMW webpage: unitedmethodistwomen.org

Tips and resources for holding virtual meetings and events. Documents can be downloaded from the
webpage.
If It Is Not Possible to Have a Face-to-Face Program
How to Host a Virtual Event
Copyright and Permissions for Virtual Events
Guidelines for Filming Yourself
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Giving to United Methodist Women
Pledge Request from Giving Journey Leader Pat Matthews
As United Methodist Women one way we live out our purpose is through our financial support
of mission activities. Kansas City District depends on local units to “pledge” this financial support. 2020 has been a challenging year and 2021 will also present challenges. It would be
helpful if each unit did its best to fulfill its 2020 pledge and to make a 2021 pledge. Thank you
and please stay safe and stay sane.
2020 Kansas City District UMW Pledge Update:
From Betha Regan. Treasurer, KC District UMW
The year 2020 is one that we will all remember for the rest of our lives. I realize very few of
our circles have met in person since February. But God has somehow managed to sustain us
throughout this rough time. However many of us seem to have forgotten God in terms of our
UMW pledge. As of October 31 (or 83.3% of the year), we have remitted only $23,030 (or
40.4%) of our $57,000 pledge for 2020.
Perhaps there is still time for each of our circle units to think of a creative idea for a fundraiser. i.e. Hold a virtual bake sale and members buy or bid on someone else's mythical delicious
item. Hey--It's calorie free. Also please prayerfully consider completing your individual pledge
for the year.
Yours in Christ,
Betha Regan, Treasurer

Message from Journey in Giving Leader, Pat Matthews
Each unit’s annual pledge enables our Kansas City District to effectively indicate
what we can do financially to enable United Methodist Women globally to live out
our purpose – especially during this pandemic.
Please help us by completing the Pledge Card 2021
2021 Pledge to Mission
(unit)_________________________________United Methodist Women
Prayerfully pledges _$____________________to Kansas City District,
Great Plains Conference United Methodist Women

Treasurer (name) ____________________________
Email ________________________________
Phone_________________________________
Please mail to Pat Matthews, 17629 166th St, Basehor, KS 66007 OR
email information to Pat Matthews at pamatthews94@gmail.com
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World Thank Offering
The World Thank Offering is a way for United Methodist Women
members to show gratitude for God's blessings and raise funds to improve the lives of women, children and youth. Through the World
Thank Offering you support the total program of mission carried on
through the United Methodist Women National Office in the United
States and around the world. Download the World Thank Offering program from the 2020-2021 UMW program Book at:
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/2020-2021-program-book-world-thank-offering
Labels, other resources, and a link to donate are also available at the World Thank web page.
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/worldthank
Encourage your friends to join you in giving to World Thank Offering
Not comfortable giving online? Simply mail your check to your unit treasurer or to United Methodist Women, 475 Riverside Drive, 15th floor, New York, NY 10115 and write World Thank
Offering on the memo line.
In this season of thanksgiving and hope we thank God for our blessings through our prayers
and our giving. Give to the World Thank Offering today.
Giving Tuesday Is December 1
Save the date! Giving Tuesday 2020 is Dec. 1. A global generosity movement to change communities and the world, remember United Methodist Women on Giving Tuesday and put faith,
hope and love into action for women, children and youth. Learn
more about Mission Giving.
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/mission-giving

Della Lamb —
A National Mission Institution in a Covenant Relationship with the United Methodist Women
and An Agency Member of the United Way of Greater Kansas City
Year-End Planning — Operation Holidays and the CARES Act
We are eager to celebrate our 48th year of Operation Holidays! This year's event will look different, featuring a drive-through pick-up at which registered participants will receive a full holiday meal, clothes and toys for children, and more. We are responding to the times, and we
need your help! More information about volunteering and items needed will be available on
the Della Lamb website. Www.dellamb.org
Earlier this year, Congress passed the Coronavirus Aid Relief and Economic Securities Act,
more commonly known as the CARES Act. The CARES Act creates a new universal charitable deduction, allowing for a charitable deduction of up to $300. As you plan for year-end giving, we hope this resource can maximize your impact.
Ready to make an impact now?
Donate at dellalamb.org or send a check to 500 Woodland Avenue, Kansas City, MO 64106.
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Ministry to Incarcerated Families: News from WFWJAM AND WHWI
Friends,
Greetings from the members of our prison units, WHWI (Women Helping Women Inside) and
WF.JAM (Women for Justice and Mercy).
UMW meetings at the Topeka Correctional Facility came to a halt in April just like so many
other places. The women are fairly isolated but are able to Skype and Zoom with their families more often than in the past. Volunteers haven't been into the facility since mid-March but
a few of us did have a Zoom meeting with WHWI board members in late April. The WALC
area (Women’s Activity and Learning Center) has been getting refurbished during this time some new paint on the walls, wonderful new murals on the walls and new toys for the play
room. Some of the inmates have been busy with crochet projects and I've met up with Ms.
Hulings, WALC coordinator, a few times to pick up those crafts and give her donations I've
received. Check out the Ministry to Incarcerated Families Facebook page in the next week or
so - I'm going to post pictures of craft items for sale.
We'd like to let everyone know that our long-time treasurer, Linda Griffiths has stepped down
from this position in the last couple of months. We are SO very thankful for the many hours
and years that Linda gave to this ministry in this capacity!!! She has been (and still is) a very
hard-working and valuable volunteer for many years and will continue to volunteer in other
ways once we're up and running again!! Thank you Linda!!!
Our new treasurer is Jeanette Grenz, a long time treasurer at many levels in UMW. She and
Linda have done the "passing of the books" and Jeanette is getting up to speed. If you need
to contact her or send a donation she can be reached at 9763 W 121st St, Overland Park KS
66213. We appreciate her stepping in to keep the books in order!!
We're anxious to get back into TCF but know that likely won't happen in 2020. Please keep the inmates and staff at Topeka Correctional Facility in your prayers. Please stay safe and well.
Grace and peace,
Teresa Tuchscherer and the Ministry to Incarcerated Families

Note: This letter and child’s
artwork were originally published in the Topeka District
UMW newsletter.

We are Women of Action and support missions in many ways.
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BE THANKFUL
Be thankful that you don’t already have
everything you desire.
If you did, what would there be to look forward to?
Be thankful when you don’t know something,
for it gives you the opportunity to learn.
Be thankful for the difficult times.
During those times you grow.
Be thankful for your limitations,
Because they give you
opportunities for improvement.
Be thankful for each new challenge,

Because it will build your strength and character.
Be thankful for your mistakes,
They will teach you valuable lessons.
Be thankful when you’re tired and weary.
Because it means you’ve made an effort.
It’s easy to be thankful for the good things.
A life of rich fulfillment comes to those

who are also thankful for the setbacks.
Gratitude can turn a negative into a positive.
Find a way to Be thankful for your troubles
and they will become your blessings.
~ Author Unknown

“It’s not happiness that makes us grateful.

It’s gratefulness that makes us happy!”
Praying for your happiness each and every one!
and

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
~ Jackie Lee, Journey in Faith Leader
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Interrupting the School-to-Prison Pipeline
Film Screening and Reflection —
Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools
Tuesday, December 8, 6-8PM ET (5-7 PM Central time)
Use this link to register:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0tcO6tqjgoEt0PropjfUNlvQRtGgpxtMMV
Join a national UMW audience for a screening of Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls
in Schools. This documentary film was inspired by Dr. Monique Morris' book of the same name
and was on the UMW Reading list for 2018. The screening will be followed by participatory
discussion groups, a response panel and a call to action.
* If the registration link does not work for you, please copy and paste this text into your browser window: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
COMING SOON! — to the Great Plains UMW website
Videos of the Zoom training sessions of the 2021 Great Plains Conference Officer Leadership
Training that was held Oct 24, 2020 will be made available soon on the Great Plains UMW
web site. Check the website and watch your email for links. Encourage your unit officers to
view the training.
Currently, at the website are training resources for treasurers, communications, and journey in
learning.
Www.greatplainsumc.org/umw

Five Kernels of Corn
Many years ago during one of the early winters, the Pilgrims had very little food. Because their
corn supply was almost gone, each Pilgrim was given only five grains of corn to plant. The following years they had more corn, but the Pilgrims wanted their children to always remember the
sacrifices and the hardships that made the survival of their small settlement possible. So each
year when they celebrated Thanksgiving, they placed five grains of corn by each plate.

Meaning of each kernel of corn:
The first kernel reminds us that God loves us.
The second kernel reminds us that God provides for our needs.
The third kernel reminds us of the friends God has given us.
The fourth kernel reminds us of family and all the people God has given us who love us.
The fifth kernel reminds us that God hears our prayers and answers us.
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KANSAS CITY DISTRICT UMW LEADERSHIP TEAM (2020-2021)
President:
Jill Hershberger
hershberger1969@gmail.com
Vice President:
Reba McQuinn
719 West 132nd Terrace
Kansas City, MO 64145
816-582-3060; Rm.mcquinn@yahoo.com
Secretary: Kendee Seymour
8719 Waverly Rd
DeSoto, KS 66018
913-634-4972; seydude@yahoo.com
Treasurer:
Betha Regan
Bkder3@gmail.com
Communication Coordinator:
Jean Gaslin
703 Cottonwood Drive
Lansing, KS 66043
913-351-3615; Jean000000@aol.com
Chair of Nominations:
Susan Cockrum
Contact through the KCD UMW president

Journey in Faith:
Jackie Lee
816-810-1430; jackie-lee@att.net
Journey in Learning: Emily Weems
Contact through KCD UMW president
Journey in Action:
Janis Kirkeby
16241 Cambridge Drive, Stilwell, KS 66085
913-897-7716; janis.kirkeby@gmail.com
Journey in Giving:
Pat Matthews
17629 166th St, Basehor, KS 66007
913-724-1454; pamatthews94@gmail.com
Journey in Growth: Leslie Hubbel
lesliehubbel@gmail.com
Program Resources Coordinator:
Lynn Bain
Contact through KCD UMW president
Committee on Nominations:
OPEN
Come Join the KCD UMW Team!

Annual Reports Due by December 15:

Stay healthy.
Wash your
hands.
Maintain social
distancing.

Reading program completion of any level:
send to Lynn Bain.
Social action/racial justice activities: send to
Janis Kirkeby
Mission Do unit report: send form to Emily
Weems. (Complete by January 15)

Wear a mask.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

And reach out to
each other.

2020 Census/Unit Survey: Complete the survey on-line. Link coming soon. 2020 report
due by March 31,2021.

