SPECIAL EDITION v2 —MARCH 2020
PAGE 1
KC
DISTRICT U NITED M ETHODIST WOMEN
S PRING C ELEBRATION

AND MEMORIAL SERVICE
T HE C HALLENGER —S PECIAL E DITION
M ARCH 2020 VERSION 2 WITH CORRECTIONS

K ANSAS C ITY D ISTRICT , G REAT P LAINS C ONFERENCE
U NITED M ETHODIST W OMEN

The KCD UMW Spring Celebration and Memorial Service, scheduled for April 25,
2020, is cancelled. It will not be rescheduled. This special edition is the alternative to
the meeting. It will not be mailed (USPS).

Greetings from KCD UMW president, Jill Hershberger:
Hello to everyone from my home to yours,
I sincerely hope that all are well as I send this notice to you.
The April 25th Spring Celebration of the KCD UMW has been cancelled.
In an effort to keep all well and safe, it is important we follow the
guidelines set out by the various state agencies and doctors.
Please do what is needed to keep you and your family safe during
this trying time. Don't forget that the disease cannot be spread by
telephone! Use it to keep in touch with friends and family; a comforting voice is always good medicine.

Meanwhile, read some books, watch TV, work some puzzles, clean
out a closet, sing with the radio, dance, take a walk, or play with
your dog, or cat, if you can. (I am ripping up carpet.) Try writing a
letter to family or a friend. It's also perfectly fine to yell at the TV
when it gives you bad news; don't worry it won't yell back. And most
importantly, pray, give thanks, vent, whatever. I understand that
God has very big ears, and broad shoulders, and He loves
you. Take care of yourself, hoping to see all again real soon.
The science and health experts tell us that simply staying inside and distancing ourselves from others is the most effective
way to stop the spread of COVID-19 in our country.
In this email we are including a memorial to our members who have
passed on to God’s glory this last year. We are also including the
recognition for actions and giving that we normally do in the Spring
meeting.
Again, stay safe, stay well and reach out to each other.

UMW P URPOSE
The organized unit of
United Methodist Women
shall be a community of
women whose purpose is
to know God and to experience freedom as whole
persons through Jesus
Christ; to develop creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through
participation in the global
ministries of the church.

I NSIDE

THIS ISSUE :

R ACIAL J USTICE U NITS

2

I NDIVIDUAL AND
U NIT M ISSION G IVING

2

M ISSION D O U NITS

2

UMW R EADING P RO-

3

GRAM PARTICIPANTS

Dedicated Lights

4&5

M EMORIAL S ERVICE

5&6

KCD UMW T EAM

7

May God’s love sustain us.

Jill Hershberger
KC District UMW President
hershberger1969@gmail.com
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Congratulations to the ladies and units who completed the requirements for the following recognitions in 2019. We appreciate all they have
done to help make a difference in the lives of women, children, and youth
around the world.
Note: Certificates for Gems, Stars, and Mission Do will be mailed to the unit president.
2019 Charter for Racial Justice Units – units who participated in a learning or action event
to promote racial justice in our communities.
Asbury

Church of the Resurrection

Basehor

Crossroads

DeSoto

Bonner Springs

Leawood

Monticello

Stilwell

2019 Individual Mission Giving Recognition, She’s a Gem: women who donated to the
mission giving categories (pledge, gift to mission cards, gift in memory, special mission recognition, World Thank Offering, corsages, and dedicated light)
Pearl level: Pat Matthews, Jill Hershberger, Millie Burkard, Jane Greenwood, Cindy Wallis,
(Basehor)
Sapphire level: none
Amethyst level: Jean Gaslin (Crossroads)
Emerald level: Barbara Smith (Leawood)
Ruby level: Charlotte Morrow (Church of the Resurrection); Kathy Oehn, Nancy Howell
(Basehor)
2019 Unit Mission Giving Recognition: units who donated to mission giving in 5 or 7 mission giving categories.
5-star unit: Tonganoxie, Shawnee, Leavenworth Trinity.
7-star unit: Church of the Resurrection, Basehor, Leawood, Bonner Springs, DeSoto, Asbury,
Crossroads, Monticello
2019 Mission Do units: Units who participated in each of the five journey areas: faith,
learning, action, giving, growth.
Asbury

Basehor

Bonner Springs

Crossroads

Church of the Resurrection

Monticello

Leawood
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2019 UMW Reading Program Recognition—requirements include reading Response
magazine and books from all categories: leadership, spiritual growth, nurturing for
community, mission education, and social action.
ASBURY

BASEHOR

Plan I: Janice Hrabik, Judy Barrett,

Plan I: Jill Morizzo

Jean Faris, Libby Schoeni, Marilyn Kimmi,
Dee Staples, Emily Weems
Plan II: Janelle Johnson, Ruth Hopkins,

Mary Russo
Plan III: Margie Pryor, Lynn Bain
BONNER SPRINGS
Plan I: Deanna Deladio
CROSSROADS
Plan I: Jean Gaslin

WYANDOTTE
Plan I: Marilyn Seetin
Unaffiliated
Plan I: Jeanette Grenz
SHAWNEE UMW
Plan I: Mary Ann Fenstermacher,
Kathleen Still, Barbara Frederick,
Susan Ozga, Judy Livingston
Plan II: Lynn Fraker

CHURCH OF THE RESURRECTION
Plan I: Caren Luke, Judy Dohr, Terry Petersen
Ronnie Pruitt, Pat Roberson, Sheryl Sehorn
Anne Shields, Sandy Williamson, Joan Wilson
Plan II: Helen Duncan, Sharon Page
Nancy Royer, Diane Sherman,
Margee Castle , Ann Philips
DESOTO
Plan I: Ramah Dove
Plan II: Rita Bolay, Cindy Goodrich

Laura Huffman, Celia Johnson
Nancy McMillen, Linda Patton
STILWELL
Plan I: JoAnn O’Roark, Eleanor King
Jan Walkup
Plan III: Carol Davis
Plan IV: Janis Kirkeby, Janice Marshall
Member-at-large: Pam Blood, Plan II

Plan IV: Deanie Brown , Mid Lawrence

We are Women of Action and support missions in many ways.
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Dedicated Light Ceremony
In 2019, $630.00 has been received “In Honor” and “In Memory” of friends of
the Kansas City District United Methodist Women. Local units and individuals
send a $45 gift through their local treasurer “In Honor” or “In Memory” of a
loved one, friend or mentor. At the Spring District meeting, a Dedicated Light
candle will burn for one minute in honor of the named persons. This undesignated Mission Giving becomes part of the Pledge to Mission. The $45.00
represents funding the cost of approximately 1 minute of mission work.
LEADER: The Dedicated Light service is a tradition of the Great Plains Conference
United Methodist Women. The Dedicated Light is symbolic of the light of Jesus shining in
the dark places bringing joy and hope to those who walk in darkness. The gifts that were
received from individuals and local units give additional support to the mission work of the
United Methodist Women
PEOPLE: The monetary gifts that we have given symbolize our commitment to
the PURPOSE of United Methodist Women. As God’s women we continue to be faithful through prayer, study, service and gifts of money for mission work nearby and
around the world.
LEADER: Today we join our Dedicated Light gifts to honor and remember the women
and men who are and have been significant in the lives of United Methodist Women throughout the Great Plains Conference.
PEOPLE: The burning of our Dedicated Light symbolizes gifts for mission given on behalf of the persons we love and admire. *
LEADER: We each have the opportunity to give “In Memory” of those who lived
among us and have now become part of that great cloud of witnesses.
PEOPLE: We give thanks for those who had the vision and those who have
nurtured and sustained the vision.
LEADER: We also have the opportunity to give “In Honor” of those who continue to
live among us and who challenge us to continue to care for the needs of others.
PEOPLE: We give thanks for opportunities to study and worship, and for our
PURPOSE that calls us to turn our prayers and study into action on behalf of others.
LEADER: Today we burn the Dedicated Light for 11 minutes in honor of the faithful
witness of all the Saints named and unnamed who walk among us and have gone before us.
PEOPLE: God, we give thanks for these wonderful witnesses of faith that you
have blessed us with. May we, too, be found faithful. Amen.
* See next page for names in honor and in memory.
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2019 Dedicated Lights
In Memory of: — Hazel Lowe (Given by Bonner Springs UMW)
— Frances Rose Cox (Given by Charlotte Morrow, Church of the Resurrection)
— Penny Crawford (Given by Barbara and Bruce Smith, Leawood)
In Honor of: — Kathy Rogers (Given by Asbury UMW).
— the Oehm Family (Given by Basehor UMW).
— Stan Cygan (Given by Basehor UMW).

— the Rummage Sale Volunteers (Given by Church of the Resurrection UMW).
— David Johnson (Given by Crossroads UMW).
— Doug and Melinda Gilbert (Given by Crossroads UMW).
— Roger and Brenda Everhart (Given by Crossroads UMW).
— Mary Plummer (Given by DeSoto UMW).
— Alice Thompson (Given by Barbara and Bruce Smith, Leawood).
— Jack Diemer (Given by Leawood UMW).
— Sandra Evans (Given by Monticello UMW).
MEMORIAL SERVICE

(By Glory Dharmaraj, Adapted)

Opening Prayer: God of time and eternity, we have gathered in your presence at this time to
honor the memories of those who lived among us and are gone on to eternity in the past year. In
our knowledge of death, we stand in the presence of the incomprehensible. But we recognize that
your presence encompasses us in every phase of our lives, from birth to death, from death to eternity. Therefore we rejoice in the One who walks with us every step of our way, in this life and the
life to come, even Jesus the Christ. Amen.
Scripture Reading: I Corinthians 15:50-58
…55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 56 The sting of death is sin, and
the strength of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ. 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.
We remember our UMW members who passed on in 2019:
Asbury - Martha Chapman, Kay Rainbolt
Bonner Springs – Lana King, Delores Kitzman, Hazel Lowe, Colene Sanders
Mason Memorial – Elaine Ward
Monticello – Tacie Walser, Sondra Korth
Shawnee - Roberta Brown
Leawood – Mary Linn, Marion Meakin, Kathleen Nicholas

Continued on next page.
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Memorial Service (continued)
Litany: Love is Strong as Death
Leader: Holy God, we have come here to thank you for the sacredness of life.
All: God of life, we have come to thank you for the sacredness of each one of us who is
present here and the memories of those who no longer are in our midst.
Leader: God who is love, we thank you for the life of those who have passed on into eternity.
All: Owner of our lives, we thank you for the hallowed moments they spent with their families, United Methodist Women’s family and their church family.
Leader: God of comfort, we recognize the holes their absence has left among us — the holes of
missing mothers, sisters and counselors.
All: God of healing, we recognize the void left in our mission work because of their absence.
Leader: We do believe that love is as strong as death.
All: And death does not have the final word.
Leader: Therefore I ask you to share the gifts those women and men brought to us—gifts of love,
gifts of laughter, gifts of watchfulness.
Leader: Gift-giving God, those who have gone ahead of us touch us across the distance by the
various gifts they have left behind for us.
All: Keeper and healer of memories, transform these memories into sustenance and healing for our spirit.
Leader: Risen Savior, we are a Resurrection People who carry on our journey, strengthened by
your love and our love for one another.
All: Christ, our Resurrection and Life, give us the grace to hallow life’s span with love for
you and love for each other in this pilgrim journey.
Closing Prayer : God, our eternal home, may our lives be enriched by the good examples and
legacies of those whom we remember today. May our lives be found worthy by you, O Christ, so
that when the final roll call comes, we too will be embraced by your grace and led into your eternal and joyous presence. Until that day, enable us to work for your kingdom here on earth and
make a difference in the world. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen
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KANSAS CITY DISTRICT UMW LEADERSHIP TEAM
President:
Jill Hershberger
hershberger1969@gmail.com
Vice President:
Reba McQuinn
719 West 132nd Terrace
Kansas City, MO 64145
816-582-3060; Rm.mcquinn@yahoo.com
Secretary:
Kendee Seymour
8719 Waverly Rd
DeSoto, KS 66018
913-634-4972; seydude@yahoo.com
Treasurer:
Betha Regan
Bkder3@gmail.com
Communication Coordinator:
Jean Gaslin
703 Cottonwood Drive
Lansing, KS 66043
913-351-3615; Jean000000@aol.com
Chair of Nominations:
Susan Cockrum
Contact through the KCD UMW president

Journey in Faith:
Jackie Lee
816-810-1430; jackie-lee@att.net
Journey in Learning:
Emily Weems
Contact through KCD UMW president
Journey in Action:
Janis Kirkeby
16241 Cambridge Drive, Stilwell, KS 66085
913-897-7716; janis.kirkeby@gmail.com
Journey in Giving:
Pat Matthews
17629 166th St, Basehor, KS 66007
913-724-1454; pamatthews94@gmail.com
Journey in Growth:
Leslie Hubbel
lesliehubbel@gmail.com
Program Resources Coordinator:
Lynn Bain
Contact through KCD UMW president
Committee on Nominations:
Pat Bayless
6126 W. 120 St. Apt. 81
Overland Park, KS 66209
913-449-7630; pbayless@kc.rr.com

Here is the KCD UMW Team celebrating at a Team Christmas Party. Pictured (from Left to right): Jackie
Lee, Kendee Seymour, Leslie Hubbel, Emily Weems, Jill Hershberger, Avalyn Reissig, Pat Matthews, Barbara Smith, Jean Gaslin, Lynn Bain, Susan Cockrum, Betha Regan, Libby Schoeni.
Missing: Reba McQuinn, Michelle Lentell, Pat Bayless, Janis Kirkeby.

Stay healthy; Wash your hands. Maintain social distancing — not like us
in December when this photo was taken! And reach out to each other.

