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WE MISS YOUR FACES
I know that the district team in missing having the District Fall Meeting in October! We
have written this in hopes that you find information and encouragement for your unit
to keep on keeping on.
Greetings United Methodist Women!
How to relate to the 3 Ps: Pandemic, Pentacost and Purpose!
I am looking at this year’s program book and re-reading the scripture for Inspire and Ignite for the May
’20 program. Acts 2 is the Pentecost story. I love that the author reflects on this story at this time in our
church life. “The church is born! It is not the result of General Conference or a special task force. It is a
wonderful, powerful, confusing even frightening gift that comes from God. “
Everyone is concerned because of the pandemic about our church connections and if everyone will be
returning to the buildings. This is a great time to be asking about how we are connected. More importantly: What is our Purpose? How can we still connect to fulfill that purpose?
Fellowship and friends may get us started in UMW. Hopefully passion for the purpose is ignited, and we
continue because of the work that we feel is so important. I see and hear over and over again, concern
for women and children in these times. I believe it is God’s Spirit that has given us a light to shine on
these issues at home and in our communities.
I was overwhelmed at how many women went to work sewing face masks. I heard from so many units
that were donating to nursing homes and hospitals. Aldersgate Village, a United Methodist Mission right
in Topeka, asked for 600 masks and that need was met by United Methodist Women.
Back in AD 32, no one knew how the church would grow and establish itself. Here in 2020, our Methodist Church is wrestling with some tough issues. United Methodist Women has re-written parts of the
handbook to define different types of units. This helps small units combine with others, and helps units
in churches that may have separated from the United Methodist church.
Please remember, your unit has a purpose. I hope each and every one finds ways to connect with each
other and support the global missions by still contributing pledges. We are in difficult times. We all need
to put our faith in God. If Pentecost began an entire church, what will the Holy Spirit empower you to
do?
Cheryl

Leadership training: contact the district officer with your position.
Leadership business: Cheryl will send forms separately to presidents before September
30th.
Please remember these dates:
December 1st Treasurer reports are due to Kelly Badenoch Including 5 Star women, 5
Star units,
Unit Reading Program participants and Mission Do reports are due to
News and encouragement to stay connected with UMW
from Vice President Jo Cross
Hello everyone I hope you are all doing well even with all the changes
we have had in the last Six Months.
I am sure most of you know we are not having a Fall District Meeting but
hopefully we can have the Spring District meeting in March at Shawnee
Heights. We will focus on Social Action, not sure at this point what
the exact topic will be.
I have a hard time staying focused on United Methodist Women with so many
events being canceled. What I have tried to do is stay in touch with
my local Unit in a safe way. I can check the Topeka District Web page
and Facebook page. There is plenty of information on the Conference and
National Webpage to keep updated on the events and issues.
Our Magazine "the Response" has a wealth of information that will keep
us in the "know". Also I have continued to read books from our Reading
Program.
It seems like everything we do at this time is done in a different way
than usual, but as United Methodist Women we can adjust and continue to
make this organization as great as it always has been.
As a great man said many, many years ago "We can overcome"

The Lord Is With Us ! A reminder from Spiritual Growth coordinator Jo Miller
Good morning. I’m just home from church and ready to spend another exciting Sunday.
The weather has been lovely this past week. The message this morning was uplifting.
AND we have another Bible study coming up in a week. We will be studying Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John. I will be pleased to have something good happening on the Monday before I begin a 14 day quarantine on September 3. I will be having surgery to correct both lower eyelids on September 16.
About the time I thought we might be able to begin having UMW meetings, Pastor Jeff
announced that we might be having some changes to our worship because of the upswing of COVID19. He will again be holding church services online starting next Sunday.
Everything has been put on hold except our relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ. I listened to Joel Osteen for a bit this morning and he said that we are each the good seed
planted by the Lord the day we were conceived. The Lord is with us every day throughout our lives and we are meant to do good things because we are of “good seed”. Don’t
despair of the mess the world is in at this moment in time. Good will prevail.
Grace and Peace, Jo Miller

Be on the look out for a devotional video for our spiritual
growth on our facebook page from Jo in late September
Encouragement from District Secretary Cindy Ladd:
What an interesting chapter of life we are experiencing with social distancing, wearing facial
masks and limited group gatherings. I would like to encourage everyone to reach out and communicate with others. Maybe someone from your church is in an assisted living facility or home
bound and would really appreciate a phone call or written note. DO IT NOW! What about a
cousin or friend you haven’t communicated with recently? TAKE THE INITIATIVE. As a group of
Christian sisters, it is important to share the light and be the bright spot in someone’s day. I
challenge each of your to reach out and share a good word.
This was shared at a circle meeting. Read Philippians 4:4-7 It can be
summarized with the word CALM

C celebrate God’s goodness
A ask for God’s help
L leave concerns with God
M meditate on good things

From Your Treasurer: I am still your treasurer for 2020-2021 so please keep my

contact information handy in your records. This past year we had a few remittances go astray but
they eventually made their way back to me! Without a Fall Meeting this year, I will miss seeing the
treasurers in person and discussing training issues. If you have a new treasurer in your unit,
please look for a copy of last year’s “Fall Covenant Connections” because it contained all a treasurer needs to know about handling UMW funds! If you cannot find one, give me a call and I’ll send
you a copy. New this year is that almost all of the UMW treasurer forms are available at the Great
Plains Website. Thanks go to Barbara Smith, our Conference Treasurer, and Peg Walters for loading this information.
Check it out at: https://www.greatplainsumc.org/umw.treasurer-forms The only
forms not available on the website relate to setting up a bank account (Treasury 411 Information
Sheet and the GCFA and IRS letters). If you need them, I can get copies.

Topeka District Financial Update: Financially, this year has been a struggle for everyone as

the Pandemic has touched all of our lives. That is true with UMW missions as well. However, our
local units continue to respond and send in pledges. Yes, our giving is down because we are not
able to meet, but we are still keeping missions in our prayers. As of July 31, 2020, 28 of our Topeka District UMW units have remitted pledges (5 Channels of giving) of $15,277.25 and
$947.26 in designated giving (Call to Prayer and Self-Denial). This represents 22% of our
pledge to the Conference, down from 33% at this time last year.

2021 Pledge to Mission: As you meet this year, either in a social distanced gathering or by

ZOOM or by email, please discuss and determine a pledge to UMW Mission for the coming year. I
pray that 2021 will bring back some normality to our gatherings. Please complete the following
2021 Pledge form to help your District Team and the Great Plains Conference plan for 2021. Instead of the Pledge Service we usually have, you can either send me a copy of this form or just
email me with the amount. Blessings to all of our Topeka District units for continuing to support
mission giving that is needed now more than ever. And thank you to the treasurers who keep the
records and books so faithfully.

Kelly BadenochTopeka
District Treasurer 3914 SE Skylark CourtTopeka, Kansas 66605
klbadenoch@gmail.com785-266-9122785-250-2920 (text)

LOCAL UNIT
PLEDGE TO MISSION FOR 2021Unit Name

__________________________________________________ Pledge Amount
_________________________________________
Unit Treasurer__________________________________________

Reach out. Debra Hayes, Social Action (Journey in Action) Team Leader
This COVID-19 crisis has rendered me numb. I’m the type of person who needs outside stimulus. I find myself
sitting around doing nothing, because I feel so helpless due to the situation we’re in. Not a good feeling at
all. I mean I have all the time in the world, but can’t seem to get anything done. I just keep waiting for things
to get back to “normal.” What a crazy time we’re living in. Does anybody else feel this way? I can’t help but
wonder. If I am having this feeling of numbness, how are the marginal communities coping. I can’t help but
wonder about the children who are living in abusive homes, with no daily schooling to escape to. Plus, because school personnel are required to report suspected abuse, how many cases are now happening without
being reported. I wonder also about domestic violence, which seems to increase during stressful times. I
wonder about those persons struggling with substance abuse. How many of them were recovering from
their addictions only to get thrown right back into it. I wonder about the low wage earners who can’t afford
not to work and are at risk of being exposed to the virus. I wonder about the Asian Americans and the racist
attitudes that some are projecting onto them. And, I wonder -- what I can be doing to help.
Below is an excerpt from an article I found on the UMW Website. The article has some good suggestions, but
one important thing we can all be doing is reaching out. Reach out to others. Reach out just to let people
know they are not alone. Reach out to let others know they are loved. (from https://
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/what-can-we-do-about-covid19.pdf)
What Can We Do About COVID-19?
• Economic Justice: When employees come to work sick, it not only hurts that individual and their family,
it also hurts efforts to contain disease spread. Call on Congress support universal paid sick days and paid
family and medical leave for all employees, transferable from one job to another. These policies should be in
place not only during the crisis but on permanent basis. Contact your senators and congressperson and
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, urging them to consider the New York State Paid Family Leave policy as the basis for
action. United States Capitol switchboard at (202) 224-3121.
• Mass Incarceration: Contact Governor Kelly to urge the reduction of the prison population, prioritizing
the immediate release of medically vulnerable people who pose no risk to public safety but would be themselves gravely endangered during a COVID-19 outbreak.
• Domestic Violence: Support domestic violence hotlines in your community or nationally that are experiencing higher demand as people are isolated. Donate items and or time to shelters for battered women.
• Racial Justice: Bust racist myths and stereotypes and call out discrimination and abuse that target Asians
and Asian Americans. There’s a long and terrible history of using tragic disease outbreaks as a way to scapegoat vulnerable communities. Educate yourself, educate others and don’t allow a medical crisis to give cover
to racism.

PLEASE join us on facebook and stay informed with National United Methodist
women on the website : www.unitedmethodistwomen.org

A note from Rose about:
Mission Education, Interpretation
Reading program

Good afternoon ladies,
As we begin another year of reading we must
include in our reading time prayers for everyone around us. As always we on the District Team pray for each of you to remain healthy and safe.
Below is the link for the 2021 reading program books. The titles seem to be interesting and I personally
am looking forward to some new reading books to pass the time here at home.

For those of you who have been able to keep track of the UMW giving we are in need of gifts to support
all our ministries all over the United states and around the globe. Please prayerfully consider a gift for our
missions. If you are led to do so gifts can be sent to Kelly Badenoch at : 3914 SE Skylark Street, Topeka, KS
66605-2162.

I recently read, “How the Woman at the Well became the Well Woman”. What an amazing novel about
how life gives you lemons and eventually you make lemonade. A young woman becomes married and a
mother at a young age and from there life hands her challenges. Sometimes the challenges are so big it
seems like she will never find answers to her questions and needs. After four children and two failed
marriages she finds God in her life and changes begin to happen. She finds lasting and enduring love
within her new church family. Read on to see how even the “church” can be a challenge. I red this book
in one sitting at church. This book is listed under Nurturing for Community.

News from WFWJAM
AND WHWI

Friends,
Greetings from the members of our prison units, WHWI (Women
Helping Women Inside) and WF.JAM (Women for Justice and Mercy). UMW meetings at the Topeka Correctional Facility came to a halt
in April just like so many other places. The women are fairly isolated
but are able to Skype and Zoom with their families more often than in the past. Volunteers haven't been
into the facility since mid-March but a few of us did have a Zoom meeting with WHWI board members in
late April. The WALC area (Women’s Activity and Learning Center) has been getting refurbished during
this time - some new paint on the walls, wonderful new murals on the walls and new toys for the play
room. Some of the inmates have been busy with crochet projects and I've met up with Ms. Hulings, WALC
coordinator, a few times to pick up those crafts and give her donations I've received. Check out the Ministry to Incarcerated Families Facebook page in the next week or so - I'm going to post pictures of craft items
for sale.
We'd like to let everyone know that our long-time treasurer, Linda Griffiths has stepped down from this
position in the last couple of months. We are SO very thankful for the many hours and years that Linda
gave to this ministry in this capacity!!! She has been (and still is) a very hard-working and valuable volunteer for many years and will continue to volunteer in other ways once we're up and running again!! Thank
you Linda!!!
Our new treasurer is Jeanette Grenz, a long time treasurer at many levels in UMW. She and Linda have
done the "passing of the books" and Jeanette is getting up to speed. If you need to contact her or send a donation she can be reached at 9763 W 121st St, Overland Park KS 66213. We appreciate her stepping in to
keep the books in order!!
We're anxious to get back into TCF but know that likely won't happen in 2020. Please keep the inmates
and staff at Topeka Correctional Facility in your prayers. Please stay safe and well.
Grace and peace,
Teresa Tuchscherer and the Ministry to Incarcerated Families

2021-2024 UMW Social Justice Priorities
What are UMW’s Social Justice Priorities for the 2021-2024
Quadrennium?




Climate Justice, with a particular focus on Just Energy 4 All campaign



Mass Incarceration/ Criminalization of Communities of Color, with a particular
focus on the Interrupting the School to Prison Pipeline campaign

Why are we only doing two priorities? What about Maternal
Health and Economic Justice?
As we move forward in this moment, we do so with a great sense of intention and
discernment. To be impactful, we are constantly assessing what is needed in this moment and where our strengths lie. Reducing the number of priority issues for this
quadrennium enables us to focus the resources and time of members and national
staff, go deeper into each of the issues we’re engaging, and develop stronger local
and national partnerships in these areas.

News from the Great plains Conference Of United Methodist Women:
The Annual meeting that was to be held in Garden City
Imagine the Possibilities…
On our journey as United Methodist Women
Journey Teams…
The Team Leader is a member of the Conference Leadership Team.
In Faith (Spiritual Grow th) - Focus on organizing retreats,
providing Bible Studies, devotions, prayer chains, etc.
In Action (Social Action) – “Working for Justice” Focus on social/racial justice issues, prison ministries, service workdays, Legislative Days, participation in ways to
change the world, advocacy, etc.
In Growth (M embership N urture & Outreach) “Flexible Structure” - Focus on innovative ways of “telling our story” as we reach out to new members and reactivate
inactive members, etc.
In Learning “Leadership Development and Educational Experiences” - Focus on Mission u, the Reading Program and METour

In Giving (Education & I nterpretation) -Focus on National Mission Institutions and
telling where our money goes, channels of giving, giving at all levels and thanking
women for giving – each gift does make a difference, etc. It takes money to fund programs
that benefit women, children and youth around the world

No District Fall Meeting?? What about:
Installation of new officers?
Retirement of officers:
We made the decision to remain in place for one year due to the
circumstances

Great Plains Conference UMW Nominees for Officers in 2021
Office, Name, Hometown, District
*New nominee
*President--Janice Elmore, Wichita, KS, Wichita East
*Secretary--Susan Carlson, Lincolnville, KS, Flint Hills
*Communications Coordinator--Pat McGill, Waverly, NE, Blue River
*Faith Team Leader--Rose Hamilton, Miller, NE, Gateway
Growth Team Leader--Vicki Leech, Lincoln, NE (served 1 yr), Blue River
Giving Team Leader--Margaret Thomas, Norton, KS (served 1 yr), Hays
*CON Class of 2021--Committee on Nominations Chair--Peg Walters,
Broken Bow, NE, Gateway
*CON Class of 2023—Karen Dunlap, Derby, KS, Wichita East
*CON Class of 2023—Patsy Gomez, Wichita, KS, Wichita East
*CON Class of 2023--_________________________________

Officers elected earlier who will continue in 2021
Vice-President--Joyce Solomon, Merna, NE, Gateway
Treasurer--Barbara Smith, Lake Winnebago, MO, Kansas City
Learning Team Leader--Ann Cerveny, Lincoln, NE, Blue River
Action Team Leader--Gwen Sharpe, Wichita, KS, Wichita East
CON Class of 2021-- Marqueta Keeton, Leoti, KS, Dodge City
CON Class of 2021-- Mary Ellen Kilmer, Mitchell, NE, Great West
CON Class of 2022-- Barbara Kruger, Eudora, KS, Five Rivers
CON Class of 2022-- Teresa Whitehead, Murray, NE, Missouri River
CON Class of 2022--Barbara Wright, Manhattan, KS, Flint Hills
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