
District United Women in Faith Meeting, Tuesday, April 5, 2022 

        Over 80 women gathered in the fellowship hall of Elm Creek UMC at 9:00 am, enjoying several kinds 

of refreshments provided by the Elm Creek UWF.  Patti Reed provided music as we moved to the 

sanctuary at 9:30.  Spiritual Growth chair, Kathy Pierce, led us in "Be Still, My Soul".  Pastor Venedith 

Vargas welcomed us to Elm Creek, we sang "What a Friend We Have in Jesus".  President Peg Walters 

introduced Elm Creek UWF president Janet Westlake who thanked us for coming and outlined house-

keeping details.  Peg introduced the district and conference officers attending, plus past officers and 

pastors.  She expressed regret that vice president, Kathy Mann, secretary Cortney Klein and treasurer 

Barb Beuscher were unable to attend due to health issues and asked for prayers for them all.   

* President Peg spoke about our organization's rebranding as "United Women in Faith" in an effort to 

become more inclusive and appeal to new members. We recited the Purpose, which has not changed. 

She gave us the new website address and encouraged everyone to visit it to see all it has to offer, 

including free online access to "Response" magazine through the end of April. All members are asked to 

reach out and recruit others to join our organization.   

* Kathy P led us in prayer and a devotion drawing from the 23rd Psalms and emphasizing how much 

stronger we are together. We can plant seeds of faith by reaching out to others, getting them involved. 

* President Peg gave a brief history of the Dedicated Light.  She and Education & Interpretation chair, 

Doris Whitacre, read the names of the units who sent in a total of $810 in memorials and those being 

honored.  The Dedicated Light candle burned for 18 minutes. 

* Renae Zimmer from Central Nebraska LOSS (Local Outreach to Suicide Survivors) Team and Dr. Krista 

Fritson, a psychology professor at UNK and a member of BHECN (Behavioral Health Education Center of 

Nebraska), presented our program about the rising tragedy of suicide. Ms Zimmer spoke about 

resources available to provide hope and encouragement to those impacted by suicide. She gave some 

tips on ways to help: lead with love, educate and listen.  Dr Fritson spoke of the shortage of mental 

health care professionals in our state; the education necessary to enter the field at various levels and 

career opportunities. She encouraged us to contact our state legislators concerning funding for mental 

health services.  They answered several questions from those present and left some informational 

pamphlets with contact phone numbers and websites. Dr Fritson will send us emails as necessary. 

* After a delicious luncheon served by the Elm Creek and Overton UWF, we reconvened in the sanctuary 

for the business meeting.   

* Peg presented 7-Star Certificates to nine qualifying units: Arapahoe, Brady, Broken Bow, Burwell, 

Cambridge, Franklin, Loup City, Minden and Oxford. 

* Conference Communications Coordinator, Pat McGill, is also on the board of the Big Garden, which is 

UWF's 2022 mission focus.  Begun in 2005, Pat detailed the project's growth and success in over 200 

communities in three states.  She handed out a list of in-kind giving needs as well as postcards detailing 

their Spring Plant Sale 4/21 - 5/21; she reminded us to register right away to attend the UWF luncheon 

at Annual Conference in Lincoln so we can bring our unit's items to support the Big Garden then. 

* Joyce Solomon, past conference vice president, gave a very informative update on Epworth Village.  

She detailed the number of children, young women, single mothers and families that have been helped 

in the past year.    



* Several units reported on projects they have going on, including assembling & delivering snack bags 

for teachers during conference time, band/sports students and graduates, as well as helping Ukrainian 

refugees. 

* Pastor Vargas spoke about Healthy Congregations training; churches can receive grants towards 

mission work.  She encouraged us to offer Metour scholarships to eligible young women to travel to the 

southeast July 11-19.  It's fun and educational; they learn about culture, history and arts. 

* Rev. Cindy Karges and Pastor Venedith Varges led us in the service of Communion, our offering will go 

to UMCOR for Ukraine Relief. 

* Mission U will be both in person and available online at a different time.   

UPCOMING EVENTS CALENDAR: 

May 1:  2023 District Budget due to Conference 

May 20 - 22:  National Assembly in Orlando FL: "Turn It Up" 

July 1:  Eunice Harrington Award nomination deadline 

July 11-19:  METour Omaha to Southeast 

July 15-16:  Mission U at Trinity UMC, Grand Island, "Who Can We Be Together?" (adult & children's    

  study)  Zoom option to be announced 

July 28-30:  Mission U in Salina, KS, (adult & children's study) 

July 29-30:  Mission U in Topeka (adult) 

September 17:  Great Plains Annual Meeting in Kearney 

Tuesday, October 11:  Gateway District Fall Annual Meeting at Kearney First 

 

 

 

Executive Board Meeting   (following retreat):   

Officers attending were Peg Walters, Georgia Dutt, Verna Gifford, Doris Whitacre, Kathy Pierce, Carma 

Brown, Ardith Davenport, Rose Hamilton and Sandi Manning.   

*Peg suggested the 2023 budget follow this year's.  Sandi made a motion to keep the '23 budget the 

same as '22's.  Kathy P seconded, motion passed.   

* Peg reminded us that scholarships are available for anyone attending Mission U.  We can still apply to 

go to National Assembly in April.   

* Our fall meeting is in Kearney.  Doris requested volunteers to help with their 3 big back-to-back 

events.  We all expressed willingness to step in to support Kearney First ladies.   

* There will be a special event to officially celebrate the rebranding of UMW to UWF in the fall.    

* Ardith noted that we must continue to seek at least two more members for the CON.  It could help to 

ask when visiting our sister units as well as at our local unit meetings.                          

* Prayers for our absent members and Joy for Rose's upcoming July wedding. 


