
 

 

Fall 2018 

Blue River Ripple 
September 2018 

Blue River District United Methodist Women 
This newsletter is published twice a year. If you would like to 
receive a print version or via email, please contact Sandy 
Blankenship at umwblueripple@gmail.com or 402-560-7920. 
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Project Homeless, cookie 
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See page 12 for 2018-19 
Calendar of Events for Blue 
River District UMW! 

See Page 11—Proposed Slate of Officers for Blue River District 
See Page 15—Deadlines for Submitting 2018 Unit Reports 

Page 17 –Registration Information for BRD UMW Annual Meeting 

From the President 
Dear UMW Sisters  

I love the cover art on our new 2018-19 UMW Program Book, 
“Sisterhood of Grace.” The quilt-like pattern shows that we are a 
diverse collection of women “Celebrating 150 Years in Mission.” 
The programs within invite us to study our UMW 
history and celebrate our own legacies. The Great 
Plains UMW Conference Legacy Quilt is featured 
in an article in the 2018 July/August Response 
Magazine. Each square in the quilt depicts 
something special about each of our 17 districts 
and 3 heritage conferences. What it cannot show 
is the uniqueness of each of our units and 
members. These are the threads that connect us to 
our history and future. Each unit in our Blue River District is 
important and necessary, whether you are 4 or 104 members strong!  
You create the supportive fellowship, you nurture the spiritual 
growth, and you start the flow of mission work in our churches, 
communities, and mission institutions.  

In the “Sisterhood of Grace,” the 2018 September program is 
entitled, “Persistent Women.” In Luke 18: 1-8, Jesus told the parable 

Continued on page 2 
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President’s Message continued from page 1 
 
of the widow and the unjust judge. He 
shared this story with his followers to 
encourage them to always pray and not to 
lose heart. This unnamed widow kept 
coming before the judge, pressing for her 
rights against an opponent. The judge finally 
relented and gave her justice, not because he 
feared God and righteousness, but because 
he was tired of her persistently bothering 
him. Will God not hear our persistent 
prayers and advocacy for women, children, 
and youth? Do you know any persistent 
women? 
 
May God Bless and Keep you in his loving 
embrace. 
 
** If you don’t have the July/August 2018 
Response magazine, click here to view the 
article and Great Plains Quilt.   
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/ne
ws/celebrating-legacy-one-stitch-at-a-time 
 
Ann Cerveny, Blue River District President 
anncerveny@yahoo.com 
 
 
From the Vice President 
Sue Orwen 
 
Annual Fall District Meeting Information  
October 27, 2018  in Beatrice 
 (See Page 17) 
 
Did you know that every day, 830 women 
and 2.9 million newborns die annually from 
complications during pregnancy and 
childbirth? Ninety-nine percent of the more 
than 356,000 annual maternal deaths occur 
in the developing world where women lack 
access to adequate medical services. These 
deaths are preventable. While the mortality 
rate has fallen more than 44% in the last 30 
years, the exception is the United States as 

the mortality rate has doubled since 1990. 
Disproportionally impacted are African-
American women, who are three- to-five 
times more likely to die of pregnancy related 
complications than white women. These 
deaths are largely preventable. (Information 
from United Methodist Women Fact Sheet).    
 
This alarming trend 
will be the focus of 
the Annual Fall 
District Meeting. 
Rev. Gina Giles, 
pastor at First UMC 
in Blair, will be our 
guest speaker. She 
began her work in 
Global Maternal 
Health advocacy in 
2011 by becoming an ambassador with 
Healthy Families Healthy Planet.  Through 
her work as an ambassador she has attended 
legislative events, taken action through 
writing and visiting legislators, and led 
workshops on advocacy work in global 
maternal health at the local church level. In 
the morning session, she will address the 
facts regarding maternal health, reasons for 
the rise, and causes. In the afternoon, Pastor 
Gina will address the Methodist 
Church/United Methodist Women response 
and what we can do.   
 
The Annual District Fall Meeting will be 
held on 10/27/18 in Beatrice at Centenary 
United Methodist Church. The church is 
located at 608 Elk Street. It’s really easy to 
find as it is right on Highway 77/6th Street a 
block South of the courthouse. The cost for 
the day is $10 and includes lunch. In this 
newsletter is the flyer for the day and 
registration form. The form allows for one 
person to register for several people. Lunch 
is a chicken casserole. We are able to make 
a vegetarian option. Please indicate this 
when registering.    

Rev. Gina Giles 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/celebrating-legacy-one-stitch-at-a-time


Check-in begins at 8:30 and the meeting will 
begin at 9:00. The morning session will 
include some District UMW business 
(reading the minutes, roll call, approving the 
budget), introducing the Eunice Harrington 
Award nominee, and the beginning session 
of Maternal Health.  
 
Officer training will be limited to the 
presidents and the treasurers. We will ask 
that they eat first and have their meeting 
prior to the afternoon session. Training for 
all other officers will be by way of an 
information sheet included in the packets.  
The afternoon session will continue with 
Pastor Gina giving the UMW response to 
the crisis of maternal mortality, installation 
of officers, and we’ll close with communion. 
In addition, a representative from Della 
Lamb will share information regarding their 
program and services.  Della Lamb will be 
the recipient of the in-kind giving. A list of 
items needed is also included in this 
newsletter. The Offering will be going to 
Epworth.    
 
I invite you to attend this day of 
information, fellowship, and worship. If you 
have any questions you can contact me at 
sorwen611@gmail.com or 402-228-3169. I 
hope to see you there.  
 
 

Journey in Action 
Stacey Brandenburgh 
brandenburghs@yahoo.com 
 
A reminder of the UMW 4 Priorities: 
The National United Methodist Women 
have the same four priority areas for mission 
work through 2020. They are Climate 
Justice, Maternal and Child Health, 
Criminalization of Communities of Color, 
and Ending Mass Incarceration and 
Economic Inequality. More information 

about these four missions can be found on at 
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/service-
advocacy .   There are articles and resources 
on the web. Ongoing justice issues are 
Human Trafficking, Global Migration, 
Domestic Violence, Climate Change, 
Gender Justice, Racial Justice, Economic 
Justice, Health Care and Food Justice. 
 
It’s now been three years that United 
Methodist Women have supplied cookies for 
Homeless Connect. Project Homeless 
Connect Lincoln is a one-day, one-stop 
event where individuals and families who 
are homeless are able to receive a wide 
variety of immediate, on-site services and 
support for unmet needs. For additional 
information about this, check out 
www.lincolnhomelesscoalition.org/project-
homeless-connect-lincoln/faqs 2018 Project 
Homeless Connect Lincoln will be October 
16, 2018. If you would like to help supply 
cookies contact Jan Hauser – cell 402-450-
8207.  Cookies can be dropped off at 
Community Action, 210 O St, Lincoln NE 
(Neva is the contact at Community Action 
Program). Cookies should be packaged in 
ziploc baggies (1 larger cookie or 2 small 
cookies) and saran wrap doesn’t work well. 
If cookies are not an option for your UMW,  
money can be donated for small bags of 
chips.    The cookies have been  appreciated! 
 

The date for next year’s METour has 
been set. June 2-11, 2019. The 
METour (Mission Education Tour) is 
a seven-day mission experience for 
young women sponsored by the 
Great Plains United Methodist 

Women. More information about the 
METour can be found at:  
http://www.greatplainsumc.org/2018metour
missioneducationtour The 2019 METour is 
heading to Red Bird Mission, Upper Room 
in Nashville, Cookson Hills Center in 
Oklahoma, and many more places.  

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/service-advocacy
http://www.lincolnhomelesscoalition.org/project-homeless-connect-lincoln/faqs/


Journey in Learning 
Ellie Wrigley  
jwrigley@neb.rr.com 
 
Hello ladies! 
 
How has your “Journey in Learning “ been 
going since I last posted? I hope your 
summer has been filled with lots of growth 
through your reading and experiences. As I 
take the time to read I find the most growth 
when I reflect on how my past and present 
are impacted by the author’s words. That “ 
text to self “ connection is the first step to 
learning more about myself during any 
reading experience.  That is what makes 
your experience in the reading of a book so 
different from someone else’s experience. 
Hopefully you are able to discuss your 
reading in a group of fellow readers who are 
enjoying the same book. In book discussions 
the shared text to self-connection of others 
often enhances our own experience.  
 
I attended my first Mission u in Kearney this 
summer. I learned a lot and met some lovely 
ladies in the process. I’m looking forward to 
attending next summer and I would 
encourage you to attend as well.  
 

In keeping with one of the study themes of 
Mission u, being good stewards of the 
planet, I thought we might try something at 
our fall conference. A chance to “reuse and 
recycle” our books! We will have a Book 
Exchange. I’d like to encourage you to bring 
a book or two from the UMW Reading 
Program list that you have already read. I’m 
hoping those who usually purchase books at 

the conference will bring a book and trade it 
for a book from the reading list that 
someone else has brought. The books will be 
sorted by category. For example, is the book 
in the Education for Mission, Leadership 
Development, Nurturing for Community, 
Social Action, or Spiritual Growth category? 
I’m hoping those who participate will see 
this as an opportunity to do something good 
for our planet while continuing in the 
reading program at no cost!  
 
I will have copies of the 2018-2019 program 
book “ Sisterhood of Grace” available for 
purchase at $10.00 a copy. Please email me 
if you are interested so that I have a ballpark 
estimate of how many to bring.  
 
Of course there will be a drawing or two at 
the fall conference and more. I will send out 
details, as we get closer to the fall 
conference date. The best to you all in your 
continued journey in learning! 
  

 
Great Plains Conference’s  

Annual Meeting  
will be held  

September 14-15, 2018  
at Leawood, KS 

 
 “150 Years; Our Past,  

Our Present, Our Future, 
Our Legacy” 

 



Journey in Giving 
Lynette Broderick 
Lynette.Broderick@connectseward.org 
 
“Do all the good you can.  
By all the means you can. 
In all the ways you can. 
In all the places you can. 
At all the times you can. 
To all the people you can. 
As long as ever you can.”   -- John Wesley 
 
If I have a mantra explaining the mission of 
my UMC and the purpose of my UMW, 
these phrases are pivotal. For many people 
throughout the world, life is difficult. Our 
denomination has historically and 
continually identified dilemmas in health 
care, education, social justice issues, 
immigration, care for children and youth, the 
environment, poverty, and more. We can’t 
fix or change everything, but with God’s 
help, we can discern our own passions and 
give accordingly, of our time, talents, and 
resources to make a difference.  
 
As I become better acquainted with this 
office, I’m struck by the fact that UMW 
sponsors and/or co-sponsors 87(!) National 
Mission Institutes, three of which are Great 
Plains projects. Familiar to most Nebraska 
UMW members are Epworth Village and the 
United Methodist Ministries/Big Garden. 
When we became the Great Plains UMW, 
Della Lamb Community Services, based in 
Kansas, was added. In order for local units 
to learn more about each of the GP NMI’s, 
the GPCUMW now specifies yearly focuses.  
For the Blue River District, they are:  
 
2018, 2021, etc.  
United Methodist Ministries/Big Garden 
2019, 2022, etc.   
Della Lamb Communities Services 
2020, 2023, etc.   
Epworth Village 

 
Our District plans to give monetary and in-
kind offerings following this pattern at 
future Spring and Fall gatherings. Hence, the 
financial offering at the October 27 meeting 
will be sent to Epworth and the in-kind 
donations to Della Lamb. The Spring Event 
offering and in-kind donations were given to 
the Big Garden initiatives. Annually, 
individual Units are always encouraged to 
give to each of the three. 
 
As you plan to submit your “Mission Do” 
forms by January 15, 2019, consider the 
following “Journey in Giving” activities: 
• Select one of the three National Missions 

to which the    GPC relates and learn 
more about it. 

• Adopt one of the three GPC NMIs and 
send a supplementary financial gift via 
the District Treasurer. 

• Learn about the other 87 NMIs.  
• Learn about the “Where the Money 

Goes.” 
• Give to the Legacy Fund. 
• Contribute to each: Pledge to Mission 
• Special Mission Recognition ($40); Gift 

to Mission;  Gift in Memory; World 
Thank Offering; Corsage for Mission 
($1 each); Dedicated Light ($45). 

• Help support a young woman who is 
participating in the METour (Mission 
Education Tour). 

 
Do all the good you can … 
 
 



Branching Out at Camp 
Fontanelle 
Nancy Phillips, Special Gifts Committee 
  
The United Methodist Women have been 
long-time partners with camping ministries 
throughout the Great Plains Conference by 
providing scholarships for campers. Camp 
Fontanelle is one of the six church camps in 
the Conference. While we know that each 
UMW District has a camp that is near and 
dear to its heart, we believe it is important to 
know what is happening in other parts of our 
Conference. 
  
The number of campers has been growing 
from 718 in 2017 to 768 in 2018. Lives are 
being transformed and campers are self-
reporting their growth in faith. Our goal is 
1,500 campers by 2025. In order to provide 
adequate facilities, a two-story retreat center 
is in the planning and a campaign to fund is 
under way. One exciting aspect of our 
capital campaign is raising $50,000 from 
United Methodist Women – local units and 
individual members – to name the kitchen of 
our retreat center. As of August 2018, 
nineteen units and individual donors have 
raised $13,700. 
  
We ask that you keep our campaign in your 
prayers. If you know of individuals or units 
that we should connect with personally, 
please contact Nancy Phillips at 402-215-
5637 or reverendmom60@gmail.com. 
  
For more information about Camp 
Fontanelle and our campaign, visit our site 
at www.campfontanelle.com. Information 
for the capital campaign is located under 
“Volunteers and Giving”.  

Legislative Day Febr. 9th 
Ruby Thelander 
 
The 2019 Ecumenical Legislative Day will 
be held February 9. We have a couple of 
new things coming in this event. 
 
ONE:  There will be a special workshop 
at 11:30--Advocacy, which will provide a 
short discussion about letter writing to 
senators; three short presentations and time 
to write letters. We will provide the use of 
clipboards, paper, envelopes and post 
cards. And we will mail them!!!   
 
TWO:  There will be 3 special tables in the 
great hall hosted by three organizations who 
will provide material about their concern 
and help in writing letters; they will be 
Bread For The World, Legal Help  For 
Immigrants (formerly 'Justice For Our 
Neighbors',) and the Opioid Crisis. 
 
All of this in addition to our list of eight  
workshops:  Public School Funding, Out of 
Prison/Now What?, Environmental Issues, 
March For Our Lives/School Safety, 
Redistricting, Children’s Issues, Breaking 
News, and Mental Health. Something for 
everyone! Mark your calendars and watch 
for brochures in September! 

  
Be Informed. Stand Up. 

Speak Out.  
Let Your Voice Be Heard. 

Legislative Day, February 9th 
 

Christ Methodist Church 
4530 A Street, Lincoln, NE  

  8:30 a.m. -3:00 p.m. 

http://www.campfontanelle.com/


Great Plains Mission Trip 
Tina Faubel 
 
The trip to the Mission Distribution Center 
in Chatham, Illinois will be October 8-12, 
2018.  We will leave Monday morning and 
return Friday afternoon.  The average cost 
from Lincoln, NE is $200 total. We would 
love to have you join us! 
 
Any woman interested in joining this 
wonderful mission trip is invited to call or 
email Teena Faubel at 402-217-3775 or 
tfaubel@yahoo.com. Call for more details! 
 
 

Della Lamb List of Needs 
 (use this list for in-kind gifts for October 27th 

Blue River District Annual Meeting)  
 
Della Lamb offers hope and assistance to 
low-income Kansas City people of all ages. 
Programs are designed to create self-
sufficiency through education and support 
services. Our goal is to build each client's 
self-esteem, self-reliance, self-worth, 
independence and sense of ongoing security. 

• New Hats and Gloves for Moms and 
Dads 

• New Hats and Gloves for Children 
(Magic Gloves for “generic sizing”) 

• New Children’s Underwear 
• New Children’s Socks 

 

 
 

Communications for Blue River District 
 
Sandy Blankenship 
umwblueripple@gmail.com 
402 560-7920 
 

 
 
 
 
Blue River District (BRD) Website:  http://www.greatplainsumc.org/blueriverdistrictumw 
 
Great Plains UMW Website:  http://www.greatplainsumc.org/umw 
 

Please let us know if your email or mailing address changes! 
 
If you no longer wish to receive the Ripple newsletter, email 
umwblueripple@gmail.com 
  
If there’s someone in your unit who would like to receive the 
Ripple newsletter, please let us know their name, address, email, 
phone number! 
 
If you have events you wish to share with other UMW units, 
please email umwblueripple@gmail.com 
 
Please turn in your annual report to the Blue River District 
Secretary (Mary Starr) so our email and mailing lists can be 
updated. This is essential so we can get the Blue River Ripple sent 
to the correct people at the correct email or mailing address. 
 

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/blueriverdistrictumw
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/umw


Greetings from your Blue River District Treasurer 
Carol Wilhelm 
clwilhelm2013@gmail.com 
 
Just remember that the last deadline for submitting your 2018 pledge is December 10, 2018. 
 
In the first seven months of 2018, the Blue River District has submitted 43% of our District Pledge to 
Mission for 2018. If we add the other categories (Special Mission Recognition, Gift to Mission cards, 
Gift to Memory, World Thank Offering, Corsages, Dedicated Light) to the actual Pledge to Mission 
amount, our units have submitted a total of $26,333.20 or 47.4% of the 2018 Pledge. We have 
submitted a lower amount to our pledge than last year so please continue the timely contributions for 
the next four months and we should meet our pledge for this year.  
Your unit’s pledge for 2018 must be paid on or before the deadline in order to qualify for the 5 or 7 
Star Award in 2018. Any other monies that you want to be included in the 2018 calendar year must 
also be received on or before the December 10th deadline. The dedicated light will burn for the 
honorees at the District’s Spring Event in 2019. The units’ treasurers should have been receiving the 
certificates for the dedicated lights throughout the year after she submits the request on the monthly 
remittance form.  Recognition of the 5-7 Star Awards earned in 2018 and Special Mission 
Recognition pins during 2018 will also be recognized at the Spring Event of 2019. 
 
The form on the next page can be used by the unit treasurers to assist in keeping track of the unit’s 
submission of monies to the District Treasurer. Upon the completion of the qualifications for the 5-7 
awards, it is advisable to send a copy of the form to the District Treasurer to make sure that the unit’s 
information coincides with the District’s records.   
 
 
The Great Plains Conference’s Annual Meeting will be held on September 14-15, 2018 at Leawood, 
KS. Therefore, since the Blue River Annual Meeting will be held on October 27, 2018 at Beatrice 
Centenary United Methodist Church, we will have up-to-date information to share at our meeting. 
Also, at our Treasurers’ Training Meeting, you will meet Stacey Brandenburgh, who will be 
assuming the duties of District Treasurer in 2019. Corsages for Mission and Gift to Mission Cards 
will be available for sale at our District Annual Meeting. If you have a large order, please call or 
email in advance so I can have your order ready for you. If you have any questions, please call or 
email me. 
 
Carol Wilhelm – Blue River District Treasurer 
      P. O. Box 247 

Elmwood, NE  68349 
402-310-6627 (cell) 
clwilhelm2013@gmail.com 

  

 
The last deadline  

for submitting your  
2018 pledge is  

December 10, 2018. 
 



 
 
 
 

       5 and 7 Star Check Sheet 
January 1, 2018 through December 30, 2018 

 
This form is available for the Unit’s recordkeeping and a copy 

needs to be sent to the District Treasurer upon completion. 
 

5 Star Award: 
Pledge To Mission – (2018 pledge paid in full by December 10, 2018) 

 Date Paid ___________________________ Check No. ________________________ 
 

Special Mission Recognition – ($40 minimum) 
 Date Paid _______________________ Check No. ________________________ 

 
 Honoree ______________________________________________________________ 

 
Gift to Mission Cards – (greeting cards for $5 each) 

 Date Ordered and Paid ________________________  Check No. _________________ 
 

     Number of Cards Ordered __________________ 
 

Gift in Memory – (minimum $5 each, increase in increments of $5) 
 Date Paid ______________________ Check No. _________________________ 

 
World Thank Offering 

 Date Paid ___________________________ Check No. _________________________ 
 

 
7 Star Award:  Complete the 5 Star Award requirements plus the two listed below. 

 
Corsages for Mission – ($1 each, total of $5 for the year) 

 Number Ordered __________  Date Paid __________________  Check No. _________ 
 

Dedicated Light – ($45 per named person per minute) In Honor _______ In Memory ________ 
 Name of Person(s) _______________________________________________________ 

 
 Date Paid ________________________________  Check No. ____________________ 

 
NOTE:  For local units to receive either 5 or 7 star awards, money must be received by the District 
Treasurer on or before December 10th of each year. 
 

***************************************************** 
 
Carol Wilhelm – Blue River District Treasurer | P. O. Box 247 | Elmwood, NE  68349 
402-310-6627 (cell) | clwilhelm2013@gmail.com 
Insert Mission Do Form 

Upon the completion of the qualifications for the 5-7 
awards, it is advisable to send a copy of this form to 
District Treasurer to make sure that the unit’s 
information coincides with the District’s records.   



Blue River District Secretary  
Mary Starr 
mary2starr@gmail.com 

I am your Blue River District secretary, and I am looking forward to hearing from you. Last year, 
thanks to you, we had a 95% response rate which was wonderful!! It is soon time to send me your 
2019 UMW officer information. Please send this as soon as you know your new officers. The 
deadline is December 10, 2018. This information is needed for the 2019 Spring Blue River District 
UMW Directory. You or your President should have the 2018 Directory if you want to see how the 
information is listed. 

Information needed is:  
a. Your UMW Unit,  # of members, unit meeting day and time   
b. Your church address & zip, telephone, email contact    
c. Your pastor’s name, address & zip, telephone, email   
d. Officers:  office held, name, address & zip, telephone, email   
 
You can send this information by email or snail mail or you can call me. It can be hand written, sent 
in an email, or sent as a spreadsheet or table attachment.  
EXAMPLE: 

Lincoln Saint Paul UMW          100 members          1st Wed Sept – May  10:30 a.m. 
Church: 1144 M Street     Lincoln, NE 68508      402-477-6951   
 contact@saintpaulumc.org 
Pastor: David Leader     234 South Street       Lincoln, NE 68506      
 Cell: 402-123-4567        dleader@greatplainsumc.org     
President: Luci Lovely     466 A Street      Lincoln, NE 68522    H – 402-123-4567 
 Cell – 402-567-8900     lucilovely@gmail.com 
Continue with other officers - 

 

If you have any questions, please contact me.  
 Mary Starr, Blue River District Secretary 3520 Cooper Avenue  Lincoln, NE 68506  
 H - 402-489-1122 | C - 402-430-5135 | mary2starr@gmail.com  
 I will answer text messages sent to my cell phone. 
 

(Sample Form like one below is on web site. You are welcome to download and add your info) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deadline for 
Information to be 

submitted  
December 10, 2018 



Election Time 
 
It is once again election time. The Nominations Committee thanks all of you who prayerfully 
considered filling a vacancy. We also thank those of you who continue in your current offices or may 
be switching positions and continuing as a District Officer. 
 
The following offices are scheduled to be voted on during the Fall District Meeting October 27th. 
  

Blue River District UMW 
Leadership Nominations 

These positions fill terms for 2019/2020 and begin office January 1, 2019. 
 
Vice President: Sue Orwen  Beatrice Centenary 
Treasurer: Stacey Brandenburgh Raymond 
 
Mission Coordinators 
Journey in Growth: Sue Hanneman First Methodist - Lincoln 
Journey in Action: Jan Hauser Raymond 
Committee on Nominations: Kathryn Griffith (2019)* DeWitt 
 Holly Matzke (2020) Seward 
 Vera Mazour (2020) Dorchester 
*one year of tenure remaining  
                                                  

Previously Elected Leadership 
These positions were elected for 2018/2019 terms and end on December 31, 2019. 

 
President: Ann Cerveny St. Paul – Lincoln 
Secretary: Mary Starr St. Paul - Lincoln 
Nominations Chair: Shirley Bornemeier Elmwood 
Committee on Nominations: Marletta Stark (2019) Crete 
 Kay Clark (2019) DeWitt 
Communications Coordinator: Sandy Blankenship Waverly 
 
Mission Coordinators: 
Journey in Faith Team Leader: Lisa Maupin St. Paul - Lincoln 
Journey in Giving Team Leader: Lynette Broderick Seward 
Journey in Learning Team Leader: Ellie Wrigley Fairbury 
  

 to Carol Wilhelm (District Treasurer) and 
Sarah Shively (Nominations Committee) 
for your service to the Blue River District. 

As you leave the Board, we want to 
recognize you and thank you for your 

service! 



 
2018-19 BLUE RIVER DISTRICT UMW    
Upcoming Events    
 

Sept 14-15 UMW Great Plains Conference Annual Meeting in Leawood, KS 
 
Oct 8-12 Midwest Mission Distribution Center Mission Trip, Chatham, IL      
 Contact Teena Faubel. Call 402-217-3775 or email tfaubel@yahoo.com 

to reserve your spot. 
 
Oct 11 Heart of the Matter, Epworth Village Fundraiser, York, 

NE  (see page 16) 
 
Oct. 13 Big Garden Harvest Festival, 5-8 p.m. 
 
Oct 27 Blue River District UMW Annual Meeting, Beatrice 

Centenary (see page 17) 
 
  

*** 2019 *** 
 

Febr 9 Ecumenical Legislative Briefing Day, Lincoln Christ UMC,  
 4530 A St, Lincoln, NE, 8:30-3:00  
 

March 26-29  South Central Jurisdictional Conference, Little Rock, AK 
 
May 3-5 Spiritual Growth Retreat, Camp Comeca, Cozad, NE 
 Topic:  Sensible Shoes     
 
June 2-11 METour, Mission Education Tour 
 
July 26-28 Weekend Mission u in Kearney, NE 
 
Sept 20-21 Great Plains Annual UMW Meeting, First Methodist, 

Lincoln 
 
 
 
 

 YOUR United Methodist Women's 
Library! 

• Books checked out for 2 or 4 months for your unit! 
• Books are expensive! Library service is a fraction 

of that cost! 
• Call Mary Ann Bede at  

402-421-8264 for information. 
• Be informed and educated and inspired!!! 
 



Great Plains Conference UMW Local Unit Mission Program 
“Every Unit a Mission Do Unit” 

2018 Report is Due January 15, 2019 
Our Purpose  
United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose PURPOSE is to know God and to 
experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; 
and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church.  

We are to fulfill our purpose and put faith, hope and love in action through our 
Great Plains Journey areas. Each unit may determine how to do this in their unit. Please plan your unit programming 
for the year by selecting at least one activity from each of the five areas. By selecting activities from each of the 
five, you will be participating in a Journey in Planning.  

As women already engaged with faith, hope and love in action, you are encouraged to try at least one 
new activity that you haven’t done before. Below are some new ideas as well as ones you have seen before. 
 
Name of Unit: __________________________________________ District: __________________________ 
 
Your Name: ___________________________Address: ____________________________________________ 

(Person completing this form)  
1. Please complete at least one activity in each of the Journey areas below. 

a. Circle the dot by the activity your unit completed or 
b. Use the blank lines for a one sentence report of something new that you tried.  

Report is Due January 15th! To Your District Journey in Learning Leader/Education & 
Interpretation Coordinator 

 
Journey in Action - Activities might include the following: 
• Attend L.E.A.F. in Kansas or Ecumenical Legislative Day in Nebraska 
• Become a Green Unit and implement one step. 
• Study the difference between mercy and justice then do a justice activity. 
• Have a program on one of the recent Social Action Studies: 

2016-2017 Climate Justice  
• United Methodist Women’s work is in 4 priority areas: 

(Explore one or more area & take action to help locally or beyond.)  
o Maternal & Child Health 
o Climate Justice  
o Criminalization of Communities of Color & Mass Incarceration 
o Economic Inequities  
o  Charter for Racial Justice 

! Native Americans in the Pipeline, for example
  

• Make UMCOR Health Kits  
• ______________________________________________________ ________________________________ 
 
• ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Journey in Faith - Activities might include the following:  
• Use the Prayer Calendar to pray regularly for a Missionary; Church and Community Worker; Deaconess; 

or Home Missioner  
• Use response magazine or other UMW resource to provide a devotion for each meeting 
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• Have at least 1 member attend National UMW Assembly in Columbus, OH, May 18-20, 2018 
• Have a program on one of the recent spiritual growth mission studies: 
 
• ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Journey in Giving - Activities might include the following:  
• Select one of the three National Mission Institutions (NMIs) to which the Great Plains Conference 

relates and learn more about it: (Epworth Village, United Methodist Ministries, Della Lamb).  
• Adopt one of the three GP Conf NMIs and send a supplementary financial gift to them each month 

(Send to your District Treasurer).  
• Learn about the rest of the 87 NMIs 
• Learn about the “Where the Money Goes” 
• Give to the Legacy Fund  
• Contribute money in each of 7 categories: Pledge to Mission, Special Mission Recognition ($40); Gift to 

Mission; Gift in Memory; World Thank Offering; Corsage for Mission ($1 each), Dedicated Light ($45)  
• Help support a young woman participating in the METour (Mission Education Tour) 
• ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Journey in Growth - Activities might include the following:  
• Make a list of the women in your church who are not members of UMW and invite them to join you for a 

special program or mission activity such as making UMCOR kits.  
• Consider joining with a nearby unit to hold a meeting or do a special activity together.  
• Reach out to women in your community and invite them to participate in a Mission Do activity, such as 

Volunteering your services for an NMI or other local agency  
• Invite a METour participant or staff to share about her experience. If she is a local woman, invite her to 

another meeting and ask her to consider joining your group.  
• ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• __________________________ ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Journey in Learning - Activities might include the following: 
• At least one member complete a level in the UMW Reading Program 
• Regularly share information from Response magazine at meetings 
• Participate in the District UMW Meetings 
• Participate in the GP Conf United Methodist Women’s Annual Meeting/Celebration 
• Participate in a District or Conference Mission u  
• Have a program on one of the recent Geography Studies: 

o 2015-2016 Latin	  America 
o 2017 The	  Missionary	  Conferences	  of	  the	  United	  Methodist	  Church 

• Participate in a - Midwest Mission Distribution Center (MMDC) Mission Trip to Chatham, IL 
• _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
• _____________________________________________________________________________________  
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    Deadlines for Unit 2018 Reports to the Blue River District Officers 
     

 
Dec. 10, 2018 TREASURER:  Deadline for completing all requirements necessary for the  

5 and 7 STAR AWARDS.  There is no special report.   BRD Treasurer, Carol 
Wilhelm, determines if all requirements have been met. 

 
 TREASURER:  Deadline for final payment of the 2017 UMW Unit pledge to the 

 BRD Treasurer Carol Wilhelm.  
 

TREASURER:      Deadline to turn in names for Dedicated Light plus $45 for     
each person honored to the BRD Treasurer Carol Wilhelm. 

 
TREASURER:     Deadline to turn in names for Special Mission Recognition plus 
$40 for each person honored to the BRD Treasurer Carol Wilhelm. 
 

 
Dec 10, 2018 SECRETARY:     Deadline to send new 2019 officers names and information for the 

2019 BRD Directory to BRD Secretary – Mary Starr. 
 
 
Jan 15, 2019 * PROGRAM RESOURCES / JOURNEY IN LEARNING:    Deadline for Reading 

Program Report to BRD Journey in Learning leader – Ellie Wrigley- New in 2018 
 
 
Jan 15, 2019  * EDUCATION AND INTERPRETATION / JOURNEY IN GIVING:   Deadline for    

Mission Do form to BRD Journey in Giving leader –Lynette Broderick– New 2018 
 

 
Jan 31, 2019      * SPIRITUAL GROWTH / JOURNEY IN FAITH:    Turn in names of deceased 

members for 2018 to BRD Spiritual Growth Leader – Lisa Maupin – New in 2018    
 
 
Feb 1, 2019 or    * MEMBERSHIP, NURTURE, OUTREACH / JOURNEY IN GROWTH:   
Mar 30, 2019 Local Membership Census for 2019 can be entered on line at the national United 

Methodist Women Web Site. 
 If you enter the information yourself the deadline is March 30, 2019. 
 If you want New Person  to enter the information for you, send the information to 

her by February 1, 2019. 
 Jan Hauser is the BRD Journey in Growth Leader.   There will be a new Journey 

in Growth leader starting January 1, 2019 
 
 

**** Please note that both the OLD and NEW names are listed for the offices. 
 
 



 

 

Fundraiser 
Benefitting 

Epworth Village 
 

Reservation 
Deadline: 

September 27, 
2018 

 
See website for 

Registration form: 
www.epworthvillage.org 

(under Events) 
 

OR 
 

Send name, address, 
email, phone number & 

names of those 
attending to: 

 
Epworth Village 
P. O. Box 503 

York, NE 68467 
 

Single Tickets $50 
Full table (8) $400 
Half Table (4) $200 

 
For more information 

Call 402 362-3353 

https://www.epworthvillage.org/


Blue River District – 12th Annual Meeting  
Saturday, October 27, 2018 – 9 AM to 3 PM 

Centenary United Methodist Church, 608 Elk, Beatrice NE         
   

 

Maternal and Child Health 
For it was you who formed my inward parts; 
you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

Psalm 139:13 
 

Coffee and Check-in begins at 8:30 A.M. 
Join us for a fun, full day of informative speakers, music, updates, and leadership and program training.  

Please bring a sample of your Unit’s mission projects.  (Or a photo or short description). 
There will be an area to share mission project ideas. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

GUEST SPEAKER: REV. GINA GILES, FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, BLAIR, NE 
Gina grew up in Fritch, TX.  She was a member of the United Methodist Church in 
O’Fallon, MO when she began feeling God’s call on her life. She is a graduate of St. 
Paul School of Theology and has degrees in business and marketing. She has served 
churches in Kansas and Nebraska and is currently serving at First United Methodist 
Church, Blair,NE.   She and her husband, Steve, have two adult daughters.     
 

REGISTRATION 
 

PLEASE SEND THIS FORM AND $10 PER PERSON BY OCTOBER 13 TO: 
Deanna Holland, 9048 E. Hoyt Rd., Filley, NE 68357 
MAKE CHECK OUT TO: BR UMW     |     NO REFUNDS 

NOTE: $10 registration includes lunch which will have gluten and dairy. 
You are welcome to bring your own meal option. 

1. NAME ________________________________________________________ I prefer a vegetarian lunch option: □ 

CHURCH NAME _______________________________ CHURCH CITY _____________________________________ 

2. NAME ________________________________________________________ I prefer a vegetarian lunch option: □ 

CHURCH NAME _______________________________ CHURCH CITY _____________________________________ 

3. NAME ________________________________________________________ I prefer a vegetarian lunch option: □ 

CHURCH NAME _______________________________ CHURCH CITY _____________________________________ 

4. NAME ________________________________________________________ I prefer a vegetarian lunch option: □ 

CHURCH NAME _______________________________ CHURCH CITY _____________________________________ 

5. NAME ________________________________________________________ I prefer a vegetarian lunch option: □ 

CHURCH NAME _______________________________ CHURCH CITY _____________________________________ 

 
 
 

PLEASE PRINT 
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