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Blue River District United Methodist Women 
This newsletter is published twice a year. If you would like to 
receive a print version or via email, please contact Sandy 
Blankenship at umwblueripple@gmail.com or 402-560-7920. 
If your contact information changes please let us know! 

In this Newsletter 

March 15 Pledge to Mission due for 
2019 to District Treasurer 
(page 7) 

 March 23  National Day of Giving 
for 150th Anniversary 
Legacy Fund  (page 8) 

March 30 Local Unit Membership 
Census due to national 
UMW (page 6) 

April 28 BRD Spring Event at 
Dorchester UMW 
(page 12) 

See page 9 for 2018 
Calendar of Events for Blue 
River District UMW! 

What’s Online for Blue River District? 
http://www.greatplainsumc.org/blueriverdistrictumw 

Check our site for:  copies of newsletters, minutes of meetings, list of adoptive officers,  
calendar of events, and contact information for BRD officers 

From the President 
Membership Challenge:  United Methodist Women have been 
literally and figuratively feeding our church and communities for 
nearly 150 years. This January, at the Great Plains UMW 
Leadership meeting in Colby, KS, the Prairie River District issued a 
challenge: that each GP district enroll an additional 150 members! 
Wow – what a birthday celebration that would be! 

Our National UMW is suggesting we try out some new recipes – 
Mix it up – and look at some innovative ways to organize our 
members locally.  At the district and conference level, we have 
discussed several options for units to consider, to think outside the 
box and offer flexible ways for women to join UMW. If a woman 
believes in our Purpose and Missions, there is no reason she 
shouldn’t be a United Methodist Woman. 

Participation in circle or unit meetings is not a requirement. Some 
units have reached out to women who have hesitated to commit in 
the past due to work or mobility issues and made them ‘members-at-
large’ or ‘golden members.’ Given the chance, they can join, pledge, 
and/or offer prayers.  Some units offer these members the 
opportunity to be part of an eCircle and receive updates by Internet 
or by mail. Look for these new ‘at-large members’ to show up at  
retirement! 

Continued on page 2 



Continued from page 1 
 
Other ideas include offering hands-on 
Mission activities such as assembling 
UMCOR kits, stocking a food pantry, or 
raising funds for a particular Mission 
institution. Have the UMW sponsor a 
speaker for the whole church to hear, start a 
book group and include some Reading 
Program materials, ask women from a 
neighboring inactive unit to 
join you, or try a meeting 
time after church or Sunday 
evenings. Invite all women 
to participate.   
 
The key ingredient is Invite, 
Invite, INVITE! Have 
flexible expectations and 
activities. We certainly 
don’t want to throw out our 
favorite ‘tried and true 
recipes’ that we like and that 
still work. But it may be 
time to ‘cook up some fresh 
ideas’ and feed some new 
members. The Blue River 
District is Number One in Mission-Giving 
within the Great Plains UMW. Let’s strive to 
be Number One in Membership Growth! 
 
Ann Cerveny 
President, Blue River District UMW 
anncerveny@yahoo.com 
402-440-2420 
 
 
Journey in Action 
The National UMW four priority areas for 
mission work through 2020 are:  Climate 
Justice | Maternal and Child Health | 
Criminalization of Communities of Color | 
Ending Mass Incarceration and | Economic 
Inequality. More on the priorities can be 
found at: 
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/issues  .  
 

Information about these 4 missions and the 
following justice issues can be found: 
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/service-
advocacy.   
 
There are also articles and resources on the 
web.  Ongoing justice issues are Human 
Trafficking, Global Migration, Domestic 

Violence, Climate Change, 
Gender Justice, Racial 
Justice, Economic Justice, 
Health Care and Food 
Justice. 
 
At the Fall Blue River 
District Meeting I gave out 
notes on online articles 
from the Great Plains 
Journey in Action Team 
Leader Janice Elmore 
(Wichita East). If you 
would like links to these 
articles email me and I 
will send them to you.  
 

Has your unit found a girl Age 15-20 to 
sponsor for the 2018 METour? The METour 
(Mission Education Tour) is a seven-day 
mission experience for young women 
sponsored by the Great Plains United 
Methodist Women. The cost is $400 per 
person. More information about the METour 
can be found at:  
www.greatplainsumc.org/2018metourmissio
neducationtour. 
 
The 2018 METour is heading Southwest!  
Pueblo CO, Santa Fe NM, El Paso TX, 
Albuquerque, Farmington, Espanola and 
Shiprorck NM, Durango & Canon City, CO! 
 
Stacey Brandenburgh 
brandenburghs@yahoo.com 
402-560-0529 
 
	  



From Your Vice President 
Keep the faith! Someday soon it will be 
warm, our heat bills will go down, and 
flowers will come up. Lent is a time of 
renewal. We are reminded of our sins and 
failures but also reminded that we are 
forgiven. 
 
I would like to take this time to encourage 
you to use the many resources that are 

available to the 
Units. These include 
the printed materials 
of the program book 
(Sacred Spaces:  
Encounters with God 
and Neighbor) and 
the prayer calendar.  
I think the programs 
are much easier to 

use than in the past. There are special 
programs for World Thank Offering, Pledge 
to Mission, and A Call to Prayer and self-
denial. The Prayer calendar includes 
information about mission programs and 
birthdates for staff and missionaries. My 
Unit selects one program and two 
missionaries that we lift up in prayer. We 
then send a birthday card to the staff or 
missionary with a note and a corsage for 
mission.    
 
There are many opportunities for study time 
and fellowship. The Spring meeting in 
Dorchester in April, Assembly in Ohio, GP 
UMW Annual Meeting in Leawood, KS, 
and the Fall Annual meeting to be held in 
Beatrice in October. There is also a 
“Mission u” held in Kearney this summer. 
Remember that you have Adoptive Officers 
who would love to meet you and your Unit. 
The conference has a library and wonderful 
librarian, Mary Ann Bede, who loves to help 
people find books for the reading program. 
For a mission trip to Midwest Mission 
Distribution Center, contact Teena  Fabel.    
 

The Fall Annual Meeting will be held in 
Beatrice Centenary UMC. Big Garden will 
be the recipient of the offering and the in-
kind giving. I have invited a representative 
from this agency to attend and share 
information about their ministry. More 
information about the meeting will be 
coming soon. For the dates of all of the 
meetings, check the calendar.   
 
Sue Orwen 
sorwen611@gmail.com 
402-228-3169 
 
 
Journey in Faith 
My name is Lisa Maupin and I am your new 
Blue River District Journey in Faith Team 
Leader. It is such a pleasure to serve the 
women and UMW units of the Blue River 
District as we explore, enhance and develop 
our faith together.  
 
I am excited to share the news about our 
Spring Event on April 28th at Dorchester 
UMC. (See flyer in this newsletter for more 
details). I invite you to join with your fellow 
UMW sisters as we look at our prayer lives 
through the theme “Sacred and Creative 
Spaces:  Exploring Avenues of Prayer.” The 
Reverend Stephanie Ahlschwede from 
Southgate UMC in Lincoln will lead us as 
we talk about ways to pray, personality 
types, and potential roadblocks in our prayer 
lives. Attendees will have the opportunity to 
participate in hands-on prayer stations as 
part of the day as we discover and 
rediscover creative ways to pray. Tell your 
friends, congregations and units. Hint:  this 
will be a great opportunity to introduce 
someone new to UMW. I hope to see you all 
there in April! 
 
Lisa Maupin 
lisamumw@gmail.com 
402-305-1967 
  



Greetings to BRD Unit 
Secretaries 
The annual Blue River Directory contains 
valuable information from all 45 of our units 
in the district. THANKS to all secretaries 
who sent me the names, addresses, email 
and telephone numbers for your officers.    
 
The 2018 Blue River Directory will be 
distributed at the Spring Event on April 28 
at the Dorchester United Methodist Church. 
I look forward to seeing you there. 
 
Any time during the year that you have a 
change in officers, please send me their 
information so I can make the update. You 
can send me information by snail mail, 
email, telephone, or text message. 
 
December 10, 2018 is the deadline this year 
for sending information about your 2019 
officers.     
 
Mary Starr, UMW Blue River District 
Secretary 
3520 Cooper Avenue   Lincoln, NE 68506 
(h) 402-489-1122    (c) 402-530-5135 
mary2starr@gmail.com 
 
Greetings from your BRD 
Committee on Nominations 
Allow me to introduce myself. I am the new 
Nominations Committee Chairperson. My 
name is Shirley Bornemeier and I attend St. 
Paul United Methodist Church in Elmwood, 
Nebraska. I am the current Treasurer of our 
Elmwood UMW unit. The other members of 
the Nominations Committee are listed at the 
end of this article. 
 
We welcome another year and are happy to 
report we have a full slate of officers to start 
our year. We thank everyone for their 
willingness to serve.   
 

Our committee will be meeting soon to 
discuss openings that will need to be filled 
for 2019-2020. 
 
We know that we will need to fill the 
position of Treasurer and will also need two 
candidates to serve on the Committee for 
Nominations. This is not a complete list, but 
what we know for sure at this time. 
 
Please discuss in your local unit meetings 
and provide names of anyone who might be 
interested in serving United Methodist 
Women at the district level. Names may be 
given to any member of the Nominations 
Committee or your Adoptive Officer. 
 
We are looking forward to meeting new 
people and being more involved in UMW. 
Hope to see you all at the Spring Event in 
Dorchester. 
 
Committee on Nominations Members: 
Shirley Bornemeier, Chair 
Shirley.bornemeier@yahoo.com 
402-440-3969 
Kay Clark (DeWitt) 
Kathy Griffith (DeWitt) 
Vera Mazour (Dorchester) 
Marletta Stark (Grace - Crete) 
Sarah Shively (Seward) 
 

___________________ 
 

Visit	  the	  Great	  Plains	  UMW	  
Library	  in	  Lincoln,	  NE	  for	  	  

READS	  that	  feed!!!	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Journey in Learning 
In 1957 my parents named me Eliza Riley 
after my mother’s grandma. It was my father 
who nicknamed me Ellie. Who would have 
thought that some years later I would follow 
in the footsteps of another Ellie in the 
position of Journey in Learning Team 
Leader for the Blue River District UMW! 
Big shoes to fill for sure, but I do hope that 
in time and with the help from all my UMW 
sisters, I can offer the same level of support 
to your learning journey as Ellie Quiring has 
given. Thank you so much Ellie for your 
service!   
 
My husband Jim and I moved from 
Washington State to Fairbury in November 
of 2011. Jim was born in Fairbury and the 
Wrigley family farm along with his aunt and 
uncle were in Harbine. We have joined the 
Fairbury United Methodist Church in 
Fairbury and have been growing in Christ 
through our church family there. We miss 
Washington because of our loved ones we 
left behind: two grown sons, Fred our oldest, 
and Tim and his wife Natasha and their two 
boys Mason and Karson.  
 
If you’ve done the math you already know I 
am now in my sixties. I am a retired 
educator. I have known the joy of teaching 
for over 30 years, mostly at the elementary 
level. I also know the importance of staying 
in the practice of learning. In my new role I 
hope to do just that, make you aware of and 
challenge you to engage in learning 
opportunities whether it be seminars, the 
reading program, Mission u, METour for 
our young members, and much more.  
 
To support your learning journey I need to 
hear from you. So please send me your 
questions. If I don’t know the answers, I will 
find someone who does. Did you know that 
UMW has a handbook that is full of 
answers?  If you or your local unit would 
like a copy of the 2017-2020 UMW 
Handbook I’ll be glad to bring them to the 

upcoming Spring Event in April. Just call or 
email me. The handbook is $12.50. You can 
also order the handbook directly by going to  
https://www.umwmissionresources.org/  
The handbook can be viewed free online 
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/um
whandbook2017-2020     
 
I would like to thank all who participated in 
reading groups this past year and for sending 
me your reading report sheets. Your 
certificates of completion will be coming 
your way in April.  
 
As I learn my new role I will keep in touch 
bringing you information about books and 
various was to keep your journey in learning 
alive. Again please contact me if questions 
arise.  
 
Thank you in advance for your support! 
 
Ellie (Eliza) Wrigley  
jwrigley@neb.rr.com 
(c) 402 587-1225 
 
 

Upcoming Deadlines! 
 
March 15:   
Please submit your unit’s Pledge to 
Mission amount for 2019 to BRD 
Treasurer Carol Wilhelm. See form on 
page 7. 
 
March 30:   
Presidents or a selected officer needs to 
send in the unit census by March 30, 2018. 
See Journey in Growth article for details. 
 
April 23: 
Please email the number of attendees for 
Spring Event from your unit to Lisa 
Maupin at lisamumw@gmail.com by April 
23rd. More information on page12. 



Journey in Growth 
Spring will be upon us soon! Every year unit 
Presidents or a selected officer needs to send 
in the unit census by March 30, 2018. The 
website address is 
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/census2017. 
When you reach the site you will be talked 
through the process by Khia Shaw. You will 
note the orange colored bars are used to 
assist you.  The form asks new information 
from last year. Contact me at 402-450-8207 
if you need assistance. Thank you for filling 
out the census. Let’s have 100% completion 
from the Blue River District. 
 
Looking for a mission project for your unit? 
I have an idea for you! Start saving your 
grocery, etc. plastic bags. Homeless people 
need a mat to sleep on, so we are going to 
help make life a little easier. It takes 600 
bags to make one mat. I will share a sample 
mat and directions at our Spring Event in 
Dorchester on April 28th. Hope to see 
everyone there. 
 
Blessings and Love, 
Jan Hauser 
janmhauser@gmail.com 
402-450-8207 
 
Greetings from Your District 
Treasurer 
As I am writing this article, the snow has 
fallen and the world looks so pretty although 
the air is cold. Hopefully everyone has been 
safe on the roads and staying warm in the 
cold temperatures. 
 
The remittance procedures for local and 
district treasurers have not changed for 2018 
although the Remittance Form and the Gift 
to Mission forms have been updated. These 
revised forms were given at the Treasurer’s 
training session at the District Annual 
Meeting last fall. They were also provided in 
the local unit’s handouts envelope at that 
meeting so hopefully you have received 

your packet of information. Please advise if 
you have any questions or would like to be 
sent another packet. 
  
The National Office of the United Methodist 
Women has changed the procedure for the 
donations to the Legacy Fund. The Legacy 
Fund is a permanent endowment held at the 
National Office. Income from the Legacy 
Fund will ensure the future of United 
Methodist Women.  Legacy Fund donors are 
encouraged to either:  (1) mail their gifts and 
pledges directly to the National Office 
(Office of the Treasurer, UMW National 
Office, 475 Riverside Drive, Room 1503, 
New York, NY 10115 OR (2) make their 
gift online 
(www.unitedmethodistwomen.org).  
Although online contributions can be done 
at any time during the year, submit your 
donation any time during the month of 
March and your donation will be matched 
through the Great Plains.   
 
During 2017, the Blue River District had 18 
units who qualified for the 7 Star Award, 53 
people were honored with Special Mission 
Recognition Pins and 35 people were 
honored with the Dedicated Light. The 
acknowledgement of the persons honored 
with these designations for 2017 will be 
included at the District Spring Event. The 
Spring Event is scheduled for April 28th at 
Dorchester UMC. 
 
The Conference Treasurer has requested that 
all districts of the Great Plains Conference 
submit their 2019 budget to her by May 1, 
2018. Therefore, I am requesting that all 
units of Blue River District submit their 
Pledge to Mission amount no later than 
March 15, 2018. Thank you to the units that 
have already sent their form back to me. 
Please use the form on the following page. 
 
Carol Wilhelm 
clwilhelm2013@gmail.com 
402-310-6627 



LOCAL UNIT REPORT TO DISTRICT TREASURER 
DUE March 15, 2018 

PLEDGE TO MISSION FOR 2019 
 

What is the PLEDGE TO MISSION of the United Methodist Women? It is a goal set by each 
Local Unit. A portion of the local budget is to be sent to Women’s Division for Undesignated 
mission work. This is sent through the District Treasurer. 
 
DO NOT send the money now; just indicate the amount of the pledge that you plan to send in 
2019 and continue to work on what you have pledged for 2018 through the remainder of this 
year. This information is very important in helping to complete our District budget. 

 
Send No Money Now 

Name of Unit: _______________________________ City: _______________________ 
Local Treasurer’s Name: _______________________ Phone: _____________________ 

2019 Pledge to Mission ___________________________________ 
 

Mail to: Carol Wilhelm | Blue River District Treasurer 
 P. O. Box 247 | Elmwood, NE  68349 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
God’s Blessing to you, 
Carol Wilhelm  clwilhelm2013@gmail.com 402-310-6627 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Journey in Giving   
The main item I have to share is the information about our Legacy Fund Day of Giving. See the 
next page for more details. At the Great Plains January meeting we learned that any of our 
contributions to the Legacy Fund during the month of March would be matched through the 
Great Plains. If you plan to donate, please do so during the month of March! 
  
Also, during our January meeting each Great Plains committee leader was asked to share three 
goals for the year. Journey for Giving goals were:  1) Encourage more 5/7 star units, 2) Get 
“inactive” members involved in giving, and 3) promote our National Mission Institutions 
(Epworth Village, Big Garden, and Della Lamb). Big Garden will be our Blue River District 
emphasis for this year.  
 
Lynette Broderick 
lynette.broderick@connectseward.org 
(h) 402-643-4658 (c) 402-641-8177 
 



Why do we have a “Legacy Fund”? 
On March 23, 1869, eight women gathered at Tremont Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Boston, Massachusetts, and organized the 
Women's Foreign Missionary Society, what would become United 
Methodist Women. Those women raised money to send a doctor, 
Clara Swain, and a teacher, Isabella Thoburn, to India as 
missionaries to serve the women of that nation. 

Since then, for nearly 150 years, United Methodist Women has evolved to become the largest 
women's faith-based service and advocacy organization, underwriting programs that provide life-
changing opportunities for women, children and youth. 

To celebrate the dedication and foresight of our foremothers, every March 23 has become A Day 
of Giving to the Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign. 

What is the money used for? 
UMW is celebrating its 150th anniversary in 2019 by strengthening and passing on its mission 
inheritance with the Legacy Fund. The forward-looking permanent endowment will provide a 
firm foundation for generations of United Methodist Women to engage in mission with the 
women, children, and youth of their day. 
How might you donate? 
Donation amounts might: 

• Commemorate the year UMW foremothers first organized for mission, 1869, with gifts in 
increments of 1869--$18.69, $186.90, or $1,869 

• Or could honor UMW’s 150 years of service with increments of 150--$15, $150, $1,500 
 
You can donate: 

• Online at:  www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund 
• By phone 800-278-7771 (8 a.m. to 6 p.m. EST, M-F) 
• By check to:  Office of the Treasurer, United Methodist Women, 475 Riverside Drive, 

15th Floor, New York, NY 10115 (mention “Legacy Fund” in memo line) 
• Text Legacy150 to 41444 on your mobile device. 
• See form below.  

 



	  	  	  	  	  	  	  2018  BLUE RIVER DISTRICT UMW          Upcoming Events	  	  	  	  
Updated 2-15-18 	  

 
Mar 23  National Day of Giving for United Methodist Women 150th Anniversary Legacy Fund 
   (see pages 8 for more details) 
 
Mar 30  Local Unit Membership Census due to National UMW 
   (see page 7 for details) 
 
April 1   Registration Deadline for METour (see page 10) 
 
April 16-20  Midwest Mission Distribution Center Mission Trip     Contact Teena Faubel.   

Call 402-217-3775 or email at tfaubel@yahoo.com to reserve your spot.  
 
April 28  Blue River District UMW Spring Event in Dorchester 
   (see page 12 for details) 
 
May 18-20,  UMW 2018 Assembly Greater Columbus Convention Center in Columbus, Ohio  
 
June 2-9  METour, Mission Education Tour to Southwest United States 
 
June 13-16  Great Plains United Methodist Church Conference in Wichita, KS 
 
July 15-19  Mission u in Salina, KS - Embracing Wholeness, Missionary Conferences,  

What About Our Money? 
 
July 27-29   Weekend Mission u at Holiday Inn Convention Center in Kearney, NE – Adult only.  
   Embracing Wholeness, What About Our Money? Children and youth study money. 
 
 
 
 
 
August 17-18  Mission u in Topeka, KS – Adult only.   Embracing Wholeness,  

What About Our Money? 
 
Sept 14-15   Great Plains UMW Annual Meeting – Church of the Resurrection, Leawood, KS 
 
Oct 8-12  Midwest Mission Distribution Center Mission Trip   Contact Tina Faubel.  

Call 402-217-3775 or email at tfaubel@yahoo.com to reserve your spot.  
    

Oct 11   Epworth Village Heart of the Matter    Holthus Center     York, NE 
 
Oct 27   Blue River District UMW Annual Meeting in Beatrice 
 
Anytime  Check out the books available through the GP UMW Conference Library,  
   located at Christ UMC, 4530 A Street, Lincoln. Email for Mary Ann Bede is  
   stringbedes@windstream.net and phone is 402-421-8264. 
 
  
 
 

 

See Page 11 for details on Mission u events. 



	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  2018 Mission Education Tour 
                       
                      Saturday, June 2 to Saturday, June 9, 2018 
 

For Methodist women ages 15 – 20 (or have completed sophomore year in high school) 
  

Make new friends, learn what it means to be in mission and help others. 
  

Join a 7 day adventure with 40 young women from the Great Plains Conference. 
  

Visit and work at Methodist national mission institutions in Southwestern US. 
  

Travel by bus and stay at Methodist Churches.  8 Methodist Women sponsors. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

METour 2017 Young Methodist Women and Sponsors 

	  

METour is sponsored by the Great Plains Conference United Methodist Women. 
 
Total cost for the METour is $400.    Ask your United Methodist Women’s Group if they will provide 
financial assistance. 
 
Your application + three letters of recommendation must be mailed to the METour Registrar by April 1: 
 Deanna Holland at 9048 E Hoyt Road Filley NE. 68357 

Important information about registration and the tour can be found on the web sites listed below. 
	  

 METour Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/GPMETour 
 
METour web site: 
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/2018metourmissioneducationtour 
 

Be an advocate for 
Methodist Mission 

work, and make new 
friends with women 

from across the 
Great Plains 
Conference. 

	  



 

Learning Together for the  
Transformation of the World 

2018 Mission u 
Great Plains  Mercy & Justice 
 and United Methodist Women   

 
Study current issues impacting 
  society. 
For EVERYONE: Clergy & Laity; 
  Men & Women; Children & Youth. 

A. Vestibulum quam. B. Nulla quis sem. 

C. Cras et sem. D. Vivamus eu turpis. 

(item # XXXX) $000.00 

SALINA   
Weekday 
July 15-19 

Kansas Wesleyan 
Salina, KS 

§ “Embracing Wholeness” led 
by Rev. Bonnie McCord 

§ “Missionary Conferences” led 
by Harrietta Reynolds 

§ “What About Our Money?”    
Adult Study Leaders:  

     Carolyn May/DeLynn Hay 
    Youth Study Leaders:  
      Connie Blanke/Dylan Reidel 
    Children’s Study Leaders:   
       Alyssa Dees/TBA 

KEARNEY 
Weekend 
July 27-29 

 

TOPEKA 
Mini  

August 17 & 18 
 

Holiday Inn Convention 
Center Kearney, NE 

§ Adult programs only 
§ “Embracing Wholeness” led 

by Rev. Bonnie McCord 
§ Issue Study: “What About 

Our Money?” Leaders: 
Carolyn May/DeLynn Hay & 
Judith Dye 

§ Workshops 

 

New Site 
Countryside UMC 

3221 SW Burlingame Rd. 
Topeka, KS 

§ Adult programs only 
§ “Embracing Wholeness” led 

by Rev. Bonnie McCord 
§ “What About Our Money?” 

led by Jeanette Grenz 
 

For information and registration visit www.greatplainsumc.org/2018missionuevents 

Offered at all sites – “Embracing 
Wholeness” & “What About Our Money?” At Salina Only 



 

United Methodist Women Blue River District Annual Spring Event 

Sacred and Creative Spaces:  Exploring 
Avenues of Prayer  

 

Join the Blue River District UMW for a day of fellowship and spiritual growth 
focusing on prayer featuring Reverend Stephanie Ahlschwede, Southgate 
UMC 

Date:  April 28, 2018   

Time:  9am-3pm  (lunch will be a salad luncheon.  Each vehicle is asked to 
bring a large salad) 

Location:  Dorchester United Methodist Church, 612 Lincoln Ave., 
Dorchester, NE 
Join us as we explore different avenues of prayers, how they work for different personality 
types and creative ways to strengthen your prayer life.  The retreat will include hands-on 
activities, worship, fellowship and opportunities to put faith into action.   

In-kind giving will be to the Big Garden.  A list of needed items can be found at 
www.biggarden.org 

For planning purposes please email the number of attendees from your unit to Lisa Maupin at 
lisamumw@gmail.com by April 23rd. 

 

 

 

mailto:lisamumw@gmail.com


 
 

In-Kind Needs List 
 
 

• "Forever” postage stamps 
• Multi-purpose copy paper 
• Gift cards 

o Menards: to cover lumber, hardware, and tool costs 
o Seed Saver’s Exchange (available online) 
o Johnny’s Selected Seeds (available online) 
o Paradigm Gardens (Omaha) 
o Indian Creek Nursery (Omaha) 
o Earl May 
o Lowe’s or Home Depot 

• Quality garden hoes, hand-held trowels, and shovels 
• 4-12 oz. Mason jars 
• Mason jar lids 
• Garden plant name stakes or wooden paint stirrers (tons!) 
• Mailing labels: Avery 5160 
• Sharpies (markers) of every type and color 
• Children’s paint brushes 
• Nice-quality markers (they last longer) 
• Cardstock (65 lb) 
• Construction paper 
• Manila or colored file folders 
• Potholders 
• Canning pots 
• Canning funnels 
• We also accept garden equipment donations of all shapes and sizes in 

running condition, or near running condition (tillers, wheelbarrows, etc.). 
 
 

Questions regarding this list? Contact the United Methodist 
Ministries/The Big Garden office at info@BigGarden.org or 

402.898.9862 
         Revised 9/2017 
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