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Winter Left 
You List-
less? 

FIRST EVER SPRING 
SPIRITUAL RETREAT! 

Like our electronic devices, our spiritual batteries tend to drain as well.  The Great Plains 

United Methodist Women invite you to recharge those spirits with a spiritual retreat focus-

ing on the lives  of Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba and Mary.    The retreat will be held at 

Camp Comeca near Cozad, Nebraska.  

On the Path Home will be led by Carol Van Gorp from the National Office of the United 

Methodist Women.  It will be a time of learning, fellowship and getting to know ourselves 

and our fellow Great Plains UMW women & friends.  

 The event will begin with Check-in from 3 – 6 p.m.  and dinner at 6 p.m. on Fri-

day, April 28th.  We will have Opening Worship and our first On the Path Home session.   

On Saturday  there will be learning sessions, bible study and time for reflection.  On Satur-

day evening we are planning a FUN time.  Everyone attending is asked to share (if they 

wish)  a story, poem, game or song.  We will be visited by a UMW Friend, Frieda Mae for 

fun time.  Sunday the event will close with an On the Path Home session followed by Clos-

ing Worship & Communion.  We will be done by noon and lunch will be on your own on 

your way home.   

The registration form can be found on line at: 

http://www.greatplainsumc.org/UMW    

 or from any District President or Journey in Faith Team Leader/Spiritual Growth Coordi-

nator.    

There will be  NO  online registration.  Registration forms are to be mailed to:  

 Rena Conner,  PO Box 683, Alma, NE 68920-0683 

For further information contact:  Jenelle Erb, Journey in Faith Team Leader, Great Plains 

Conference UMW.       Email:   druffle@frontiernet.net                    Phone: (home)  402-893-

3995                 (cell)  402-340-1341 

Facebook link:  https://www.facebook.com/CampComeca/ 
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“Happiness doesn't result from what we get, but from what we give.”  
― Ben Carson  

  President: Shannon Priddy  (Indiana Conference) 

  Vice President and Chair of Planning and Assessment    

Committee: Clara Ester (Alabama West Florida Con-

ference) 

  Secretary: Cindy Saufferer (Minnesota Conference) 

  Chairperson of Governance Committee: Gail Douglas

-Boykin (New York Conference) 

  Chairperson of Finance Committee: Estella Wallace 

(Pacific Northwest Conference) 

 

NEW SCJ OFFICERS AND PROGRAM ADVISORY 
GROUP MEMBERS  

NEW NATIONAL OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
FOR 2016-2020   

The Great Plains is honored to 

have two of our very own mem-

bers join the South Central Juris-

diction—Charlotte Morrow is 

the SCJ President, and Louise 

Niemann is the Chair of the SJC 

Committee on Nominations.  The 

Great Plains was honored as well 

by the selection of Rose Roberts 

by the National Organization 

Committee on Nominations to 

serve on the Program Advisory 

Board for the 2016-2020 term. 

As the South Central Jurisdiction 

President Charlotte Morrow will 

also serve on the Program Adviso-

ry Board.   

Be sure to congratulate all of our 

wonderful women to their newly 

appointed positions! 

THANKS FOR THE GIV-
ING HEARTS AND 
HANDS! 

Hallelujah, and Praise the 

Lord! Thanks to the Great 

Plains United Methodist 

Women, we have exceeded 

our Pledge to Mission in 

2016!!!  Through your giv-

ing, you have reached out 

to the hungry, the home-

less, the outcast and min-

istered to them. You have 

helped feed, clothe, pro-

vide shelter and make a 

better life for women, chil-

dren and youth throughout 

the world.   Together we 

made it happen, and to-

gether we can make it hap-

pen again for 2017! Way to 

work with a giving heart, 

Great Plains UMW! 
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ONA MISSION TO HELP WITH INFANT LOSS 

Our Spring Meeting 2017 speaker is Amanda Smith, who is the behind the beginnings of  Project 

Robby.  Project Robby centers around the recognition of life at it’s very beginnings, and creating a 

dear memory as that beautiful life departs.  After going into Preterm labor with her first, Robert 

James Smith,  Amanda and her husband Tanner experienced what no parent should...the loss of a 

child.  As Amanda fought to keep her child as long as she could so that her son Robby would have the 

best chance for life.  Robby became Amanda and Tanner’s angel baby, and an inspiration to help 

other parents who suffer the same loss.  With so many donations from crochet artisans near and far 

who have heard the story of Project Robby, Phase One of Project Robby was able to donate the fol-

lowing: 

400 itty bitty hats 

243 small hats 

145 medium hats 

57 large (newborn sized) hats 

6 pairs of booties 

275 blankets 

Phase Two of Project Robby involves supplying a special group, Now I Lay Me Down To Sleep who 

uses local photographers to provide professional photographs to family who have suffered the loss of 

a child.  If a photographer affiliated with the program needs smaller hats and blankets than what a 

hospital has on hand, the Now I Lay Me Down to Sleep will be able to provide the necessary sizes of 

hats and blankets.  Once the photographs have been taken, the family will be able to keep the small 

hat and blanket as a tangible reminder of the tiny life who had taken up so much space in their 

hearts.  The hats and blankets are donations that those who have time, energy, skill, and willingness 

to reach out to ease the pain of others have been able to make and send in to Project Robby. 

Project Robby also has a Pinterest board in which several different patterns for preemie hats and 

blankets are pinned for the convenience of anyone who is interested in trying their hand at crochet-

ing.  I am including the links in the bottom of this page for anyone who is computer savvy and wish 

to create a soft memento of a life dear to other’s hearts.  I even found a You Tube video that explains 

to even the inexperienced novice like myself how to make the hats: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GUupaCRcckI 

 

http://rememberingrobby.blogspot.com/2012/03/life-after-tragedy.html 

 

https://www.pinterest.com/projectrobby/?etslf=3850&eq=project%20robby 

 

http://www.elsbabycrochet.com/?p=14 

EDITOR’S THOUGHTS 

As someone who has gone through 

the loss of a premature son, I un-

derstand the myriad of emotions 

that affect a parent.  I had almost 

died, been kept out of it for almost 

two days, and when I did get the 

chance to see my son for the first 

time, I was told that he had brain 

bleeds in all four sections of his 

brain, and would most assuredly be 

a vegetable (if he survived) for the 

rest of his life.  My heart shattered 

into pieces.  I loved him so much, 

and hadn’t even had the chance to 

carry him full term.  And I was left 

with the decision to take him off life 

support.  It was bittersweet holding 

my child finally, only to watch him 

slip slowly away from me.  The 

hospital took care of the photo-

graphs, and my mother helped 

dress my son in a doll baby’s paja-

ma dress and  I would have loved to 

have a crocheted hat on his tiny 

head.  I cannot tell you how much 

such a small thing can mean to 

someone who has lost so much.   At 

our Spring District Meeting, we 

would like to present Amanda with 

donations of crocheted hats and 

blankets, as many as we can possi-

bly muster.  As United Methodist 

Women, we are devoted to helping 

especially women and children, and 

this mission would be one of the 

most heartwarming ways to reach 

out to those who need our love and 

caring.  Please consider taking the 

time to create your own beautiful 

gift of love to Project Robby, and 

God Bless!!! 
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NOTES ON FALL 2016 
MEETING 

The meeting began at 8:15 am with 

registration and a wonderful buffet 

of cold fruits, sweet breads, and 

hot steaming coffee and cold juice 

and water. Many of the ladies sat 

together until 9 am when the meet-

ing was to begin.  Singing was led 

by Shelly Warren with Connie 

Nehrbass as accompanist on the 

piano.  President Betty Neville 

called the meeting to order and 

Pastor Lane Roberts welcomed all 

of the ladies to the Edna UMC.  

Louise Riley began the opening 

worship.  Jeannie Puckett recog-

nized the “first-timers” (1 guest) as 

well as the guest speaker.  Offering 

was gathered, followed by the 

Doxology, and the business meet-

ing commenced.  Roll was called of 

the units, and Donna Strickland, 

Treasurer of PD,  gave the report 

on the proposed budget which had 

been lowered again.  Georgine Ent 

moved to accept the budget pro-

posal for 2017, and Mary Alice 

Knewtson seconded the motion.  

Motion was approved and carried.  

Betty Neville was not able to get in 

touch with the woman from the 

district (Shelly Tucker) who went 

on the METour this summer to 

speak about her experiences.  The 

guest speaker, Cindy Powell, was 

introduced and entertained the 

ladies by way of “Miss Emily,” a 

saucy old-fashioned lady.  The 

pledge service followed and all 

units brought their pledge to the 

alter and dropped the written 

amount in a basket.  The recogni-

tion of retiring officers was led by 

Mary Alice Knewtson with a touch-

ing account of Ellen Titus’ devoted 

contributions to the Parsons Dis-

trict UMW.  Installation of the 

Parsons District Officers was the 

same as the year before, with the 

absence of Ellen Titus on Nomina-

tions.  Openings will be President, 

Vice President, Communications 

Coordinator, and Nominations for 

the 2018 year.  Doris Blevins 

(Angola) motioned to accept the 

2017 installation of officers, and 

Kay Elder (Altamont) seconded it.  

Mary Alice Knewtson installed the 

2017 officers. 

INVITATION TO NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 2018  

Greetings! It is with great pleasure that I 

invite you to plan to attend United Methodist 

Women's 2018 Assembly in Columbus, Ohio, 

May 18-20, 2018. This Assembly is particu-

larly momentous – it marks both the offi-

cial celebration of our 150th anniversary and 

a return to the location of our first Assembly 

in 1942. Our theme is The Power of Bold, and 

throughout the action-filled weekend we will 

revisit the journey of Mary, who boldly 

risked safety and security to answer "yes" to 

God's call to service. Our movement was 

launched in 1869 by the bold action of wom-

en who saw a need and claimed their power 

as disciples of Jesus Christ to address it. They 

sent women leaders - Isabella Thoburn (an 

educator) and Dr. Clara Swain (a doctor)—to 

India to serve women and children. This dar-

ing continued throughout the movement 

when leaders took a bold stand for racial jus-

tice and moved their first Assembly in 1942 

to Columbus, where black and white women 

were welcomed at hotels and other public 

accommodations. The Power of Bold will be 

evident again at the 2018 Assembly, when 

8,000 women come together in faith to ad-

dress priority challenges of our day: mass 

incarceration, economic inequality, maternal 

and child health and climate justice. Assem-

bly 2018 will be a forum for United Method-

ist Women members, partners and new at-

tendees to gather, worship and learn about 

the needs of women, children and youth in 

the 21st century. We are claiming our 150-

year history as women who know how to or-

ganize and serve and are willing to be chal-

lenged to grow in our faith as we build deeper 

connections with one another, church leaders 

and partners in the work of mission for all 

God's children. As we mold our legacy for the 

next 150 years, your participation and pres-

ence would make a great contribution. I also 

encourage you to make plans to attend and 

look forward to welcoming you at Assembly 

2018.  

With Best Regards,         

 Harriett Jane Olson   

General Secretary 

United Methodist Women 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 - See more at: http://

www.greatplainsumc.org/umw#2017 Legis-

lative Days  

MIDWEST MISSION DISTRIBUTION CENTER (MMDC) 
MISSION TRIP  

Upcoming Dates in 2017:   Upcoming Dates in 2018: 

March 27-31, 2017    April 16-20, 2018 

October 23-27, 2017   October 8-12, 2018 

You too can experience MMDC by picking a trip date and make a non-refundable deposit 

of $20. The leader of our Great Plains trips is Teena Faubel.  Call 402-217-3775 or 

email her for answers to your questions. Send your $20 non-refundable deposit to treas-

urer, Teena Faubel at 5201 Bison Drive, Lincoln, NE  68516-2415. The cost of the 

supply fee, the housing fee, food at the dorm, office supplies and travel tends to be around 

$200.00.  Many women receive part of this cost from their local unit.  

- See more at: http://www.greatplainsumc.org/umw#2017 Legislative Days reatplain-

sumc.org/umw#2017 Legislative Days  
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“The book you don’t read won’t help.” 
–Jim Rohn 

It has come upon a new year, and another opportunity to reflect on the future of the Great 

Plains United Methodist Women and the leadership that carries it forward into the fu-

ture.  The Parsons District United Methodist Women is a collection of valuable women 

who volunteer their time to make the world around them a better place.   

Please be thinking of nominations for the following positions, and encourage women in 

your units to think of volunteering for the positions as they will become vacant at the end 

of the 2017 year: 

 President 

 Vice President 

 Communications Coordinator 

 Nominations Committee (2 openings) 

 The Great Plains Conference  UMW 

Library has all of the reading material 

for the 2012-2017 Reading Program. 

HOW TO PARTICIPATE: 

To avoid sending you books you have 

already read, you will be asked to 

cross those out in your packet with a 

highlighter. This way we will both 

know your reading history. The books 

from the Library will be mailed to 

you. Since books are coming and go-

ing all the time, the books you are 

sent are selected from those books 

that are on the shelves at the time of 

your order. Orders generally range 

from 4 to 10 books.  You can request 

the books for two months with a re-

newal extension offered. Your re-

sponsibility/cost is to pay for postage 

to and from the library. Even with the 

increased cost of postage, it is still a 

bargain plus you don’t have to find a 

place to keep all those Reading Pro-

gram books in your house or church.  

If you happen to be in Lincoln on 

Thursday mornings between 9:00 

and 11:00 AM (except holidays), you 

come to the library in person at 

Christ UMC, 4530 "A" Street in Lin-

coln, Nebraska. 

To learn more, contact our Confer-

ence Librarian, Mary Ann Bede by 

email 

at stringbedes@windstream.net or by 

calling 402-421-8264.  We will gladly 

make a plan that works for you and 

the library.   

The Conference UMW Library is a 

great tradition for our readers. United 

Methodist Women and their prede-

cessor organizations have benefited 

from the services of our Library since 

1940.    

Do join the readers using the Great 

Plains UMW Library. The books are 

supplied and shared by all.  You will 

have access to many more "reads" 

this way.  Be enriched and ready for 

service and goodwill! 

- See more at: http://

www.greatplainsumc.org/umw#2017 

Legislative Days  

LOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD WOMEN 

READING PROGRAM  
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PURPOSE OF THE 
UNITED METHODIST 
WOMEN 

The organized unit of the 

United Methodist Women 

shall be a community of 

women whose PURPOSE is 

to know God and to experi-

ence freedom as whole per-

sons through Jesus Christ; 

to develop a creative, sup-

portive fellowship; and to 

expand concepts of mission 

through participation in the 

global ministries of the 

church. 

HERE’S THE 411 ON PARSONS DISTRICT UMW 

If you want to keep in the information loop, make sure that the Communications Coordi-

nator has your email address, and if the internet isn’t an option, your mailing address.  

There are a number of ways to stay in touch: 

 Email:  kidneygirl2275@gmail.com;  parsonsdistrictumw@gmail.com 

 Phone:  620-988-2175 (text  messages are accepted) 

 Address:  9041 Elk Road, Edna, KS  67342-9211 

 Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/ParsonsDistrictUMW/ 

 Facebook Groups:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/1376975362610222/ 

         (These are the Facebook pages I maintain) 

 

Newsletter and information was taken from the Great Plains UMC  link online: 

 

 

http://www.greatplainsumc.org/umw#2017 Legislative Days 

 

**This will be my last year, please help by nominating someone who would be a wonder-

ful communication coordinator. 

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Tracy Davis 
9041 Elk Road 

Edna, KS  67342-9211 
 


