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 Registration, food and fellowship and book display browsing begin at 8:30 

a.m. Registration is $10.00, includes lunch. Registration without lunch is $3.00.  

 Leadership Update Sessions start at 9:00 a.m. Please mark the session of 

your preference on the registration sheet. Unit officers are encouraged to at-

tend the session specific to your office. The Update Sessions will be followed 

by a short business meeting, which will include election of officers for 2019. A 

brief ceremony will be held to celebrate District Officers who are retiring.  

 Leading us on our journey will be Reverend Sandy Vogel, retired, and 

Reverend Melinda Harwood from Oskaloosa United Methodist Church. We 

are excited to have these wonderful ladies share with us about Spirituality and 

“how to attain it and how to maintain it.” 

 Lunch will be furnished by the members of the Lowman UMW. The 

event will close by sharing Holy Communion led by Pastor Tony Hazen of 

Lowman UMC.  

 Our Gift-in-Kind will go to “Doves” in Atchison. This is a local battered 
women’s shelter. They are asking for paper goods (i.e., paper towels, toilet 

paper), home cleaning supplies, personal items, clothing, toys, and books for 

children under 12.  

 We are looking forward to sharing this special time with all of you! 

The Unit Registration form 

is on page 10.  Registrations 

are due no later than  
Monday,  September 24 

2018 . 

Let’s Get 
Spiritual! 

Topeka District Fall Event Saturday, October 

13, 2018 8:30 am to 2:00 pm Lowman United 

Methodist Church 4101 SW 15th Street-

Topeka, KS 66604  



From Your President 
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Recharge and Renew October 13th at the Fall District Meeting! 
 

Theme of the Event: Let’s Get Spiritual! 
 

 

 Often we get so busy raising money for missions and taking care of others, we 

forget that we need nurturing to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus 

Christ.   The clock is ticking and the calendar pages just keep filling up. For times when I 

feel some stress or feel a task is too huge, my favorite verse to look comes from Ro-

mans 8:28:  “And we know that all things work together for good to those that love 

God, who are called according to [his] purpose (KJV).” 
 Training keeps the stress away! Our Fall Meeting is when officer training happens.  

It is so important that everyone understands the duties of their position. I find it reas-

suring to know what is expected of me so that I can better plan my time.  
We want to take time to learn in officer training, but the first part of the UMW pur-

pose isn’t how to fill out reports, it is to know God.  Officer training is only the first 

hour of the day!  Everyone at the spring meeting in Holton loved having the special mu-

sic and the atmosphere of praise.  Most remarked about the uplifting day they experi-

enced.  We hope that your attendance gives you a chance to re-energize your faith and 

your enthusiasm for UMW through learning, fellowship, and worship.  Please join us!  

Take some time out of the schedule to get reconnected and energized.  Let’s Get Spir-

itual!   

 

See you October 13th!  

 

Cheryl Sylvester, 

Topeka District President  

 
 

 



From Your Vice President                 
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 Here we are...in the process of preparing for fall when summer is still hanging on.  

Do you ever feel like you’re either too far behind or too far ahead?  Being prepared is a 

wonderful thing.  Being behind can bring on much stress and anxiety.  If you feel this 

way sometimes, our District Fall Event is one you’ll want to attend.  We will focus on 

Spirituality.  Our speakers both have training in this field and have much to share with 

us! 

 Also mark your calendars for next spring.  On Saturday, March 9th, we will be 

celebrating 150 years of United Methodist Women at Crestview United Methodist 

Church in Topeks.  Come celebrate this major milestone in the history of women in 

ministry.  What a legacy we have been given, and what a legacy we have to carry on! 

 This is my last year on the District Team, and I must say it’s been a wonderful ex-

perience!  I’ve learned so much more about UMW and all of the ministries we have.  I 

have made many new friends,  both from the team and ladies attending our events.  If 

you should receive a call to join the team, please prayerfully consider answering yes.  

You won’t regret it! 

 Best wishes to everyone in their faith journeys!  Always remember what an 

amazing group United Methodist Women are! 

 

In Christ’s Love, 

 

Jan Rogers 
 



Membership, Nurture, and Outreach 
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MAKE A WINNING TEAM OF YOUR UMW UNIT 

 

 
  

 

 

 
Whether it be a sports team, debate team, a corporate management team, community 

leadership, or a disaster relief team-the hallmark of a team is that members work to-

gether, take turns in leadership, and give according to their individual gifts and talents. 
 Your UMW unit needs each woman joining forces with the others to become a 

winning team that is a successful and thriving group by taking turns, helping each other, 

and stepping in when needed.  These were the signature identities in all historically suc-

cessful movements, whether it was in our predecessor womens’  homes, foreign mis-

sionary societies, women’s suffrage, or even with more recent activists on issues of hu-

man trafficking or women and children’s rights. 
 Do you get the picture?  Become a  UMW Unit that personifies the Pur-

pose...a creative, supportive fellowship.  Take turns being in leadership, even if it’s 

only for one meeting!  Find the talents that each of you have and base your meetings, 

outreach, and goals on them.   Work together in the church and community.  Become a 

prayer warrior team, a card sending team, or a calling team.  Service does not necessari-

ly mean physical labor.  Service does not always mean meeting in one place together.  

Service as a team is stronger than any individual effort! 
 Your UMW unit may be small, it may consist of “senior citizens” (I’m one of 

those, also), it may not be able to have officers,  it may be struggling, or it may have 

found a way to revitalize and strengthen itself.   Wherever you find yourself, only as a 

unit or TEAM can you continue to make a difference in your lives and in the life of your 

church and community.  

                                                    

 GO UMW UNIT TEAM! 

 

Doris Wills, Membership, Nurture & 

Outreach   
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  “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off every-

thing that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race 

marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set be-

fore him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of 

God.3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow wea-

ry and lose heart.”  Hebrews 12:1-3  

 
There are so many stories in God’s Word of those who “by faith” endured their life’s journey.  This 

year many of you have read, as I have, the book 50 Women Every Christian Should Know, and found 

inspiration from the steadfast faith but often difficult lives the women experienced.  The final victory 

for all of them (and for us) was not a reward here on earth, but with the Lord in heaven.  By fixing 

our eyes on Jesus we also can live lives of faithfulness. 

 

The Fall Meeting’s theme is spiritual fitness.   

 
Our United Methodist Women’s purpose reminds us of how we live a balanced and ‘fit’ Christian 

life:   
 First, we must know God.  Without the intimate and personal study time of prayer and scrip-

ture reading we really are like a ship without a rudder.  We are more influenced to react to the 

most passionate speakers and tossed to and fro instead of listening to the voice of God.   
 Second, we should be in supportive fellowship.  I look forward to our Fall meeting on October 

13th because it gives me the chance to see sisters in Christ from the whole area.  Fellowship is 

one way to strengthen our faith and so, to be spiritually fit, I am going to attend worship every 

week, but also look for opportunities like this to engage with those outside of my church.  The 

speakers at our meeting have deep faith and will encourage you to grow your roots deeper in 

your faith. 
 Third, we reach out with our resources and gifts to serve those who do not yet know the love 

and forgiving grace of the Lord. 

 
I know, Saturday mornings are great times to NOT have to get up at the crack of dawn.  My hus-

band and I reserve our Saturday mornings for projects like chipping tree branches and hauling dirt 

that require both of us.  BUT, let me challenge you to set aside Saturday, October 13th from 8:30-

2:00 to join us for fellowship.  I’ll be there and hope to see you! 

 

Don’t grow weary.  Don’t lose heart for the Lord loves you. 

 

Joy, 
Dorothy Iliff 

 

 

Spiritual Growth 
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Greetings Sisters in Christ! 

 

This is an election year, and one of the great advocacy tools that we have as citizens is the right to 

vote.  As an African-American, the right and ability to vote is a sacred trust, not something to be 

ignored. It is not an inconvenience or something to use as a weapon against other Americans be-

cause they do not look like me, share my story, or have a different color skin than I do.  Because 

the right to vote was so hard fought for and cost many lives, as an African-American woman, it is a 

serious matter.  It is a way for each citizen to express what they believe and how they want their 

money spent.  This is the kind of leadership I want.  Hopefully, our faith journey will be part of our 

decision making this year.  Health care, immigration, distribution of wealth, civility, respect for the 

rule of law, and diversity will all be on the ballot in a few short months.  I encourage you all to par-

ticipate in the political community and vote. 

 

I invite you all to come to Topeka to Lowman United Methodist Church for the fall meeting.  Our 

Mission Do forms will be due in December, and I want to encourage all of you to meet our Pledges 
and don’t forget Our Pennies for Mission drive.  The monies that we give to United Methodist 

Women through our channels of giving support our acts of charity both locally and globally.  Our 

funds are used to represent Christ to a hurting world through acts of mercy, justice, and charity. 

 

The requirements for a Five Star Unit Are: (Five Channels of giving) 

 Pledge to Mission 

 Special Mission Recognition  

 Gift to Mission 

 Gift in  Memory 

 World Thank Offering 

 

There are ways that each individual UMW member can participate as a Five Star woman: 

 Pledge to Mission (at least $5.00) 

 Special Mission recognition (at least $5.00 toward and SMR pin) 

 Gift to Mission 

 Gift in Memory 

 World Thank offering 

 

All funds are sent to the District treasurer.  If you have any questions, please contact me.  I look 

forward to being with you this fall. 

 

Johne Green 

6117 SW 4th Street 

Topeka, Kansas 66615 

785 273 5593 

johnekgreen@aol.com 

 

Mission Education and Interpretation 
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With immigration laws on the political front lines, I thought I would share some facts I found in regards 

to Climate Justice and Immigration from the National Network for Immigrant and Refugee Rights 

www.nnirr.org. 
There is a direct link between the struggle for climate justice and immigrant 

rights: 
Most often, communities that are displaced are working class, indigenous, communities 

of color. 

Increased restrictions in immigration, the intensification of enforcement measures both 

at the U.S. border and in the interior, and the criminalization of immigrant com-

munities expose climate migrants to further exploitation. 

Because of such repression, immigrants get “tracked” into environmentally hazardous 

lands in the U.S.  Immigrant communities disproportionately comprise large sec-

tors of frontline communities who face devastating ecological adversities. 

Congressional proposals for immigration reform have not recognized the impact of 

U.S. policies on displacing communities through climate change and have not tack-

led the need to redress the injustice faced by these communities. 

Proposals by the Trump Administration, as well as proposals for climate legislation, do 

not acknowledge the displacing effects of climate change and the conditions en-

dured by these communities.  

The People’s World Conference on Climate Change (PWCCC) in Bolivia was the first 

international body to acknowledge these connections and recognized the crimi-

nalization and exploitation of migrant communities through climate change.  It 

also submitted a list of demands to redress this injustice. 

 

Climate Justice is one of our four UMW issue priorities for 2016–2020.  United Methodist Women 

must continue to have conversations about climate change and how the results of the changing climate 

affects the poorest persons in industrialized and developing nations the hardest.  We need to find ways 

to help.  We need to work to reduce our own carbon footprints.  We need to pray for and advocate 

for the women and children who are suffering from the consequences of climate change.  We need to 

demand justice-climate justice-for all. 

 

 
Debra Hayes 

Social Action Co-Chair/Green Team Coordinator 

 

 

Green Team 

http://www.nnirr.org
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I am Karen “Kelly” Badenoch and I’m excited to be your new Topeka District Treasurer.  My parents 

named me Karen, and I sign official documents as Karen, but all of my friends, since childhood, have called 

me “Kelly,” so I hope you will, too!  I have been the Shawnee Heights UMW Treasurer for the past eight 

years.  I learned that once you agree to be a treasurer, they keep re-appointing you!  I am also the Prayer 

Chain coordinator for SHUMC, an alto in the choir (although my voice is fading fast), and part of our Quilt 

Group.  I have lived in the Shawnee Heights area for 40 years.  I worked for the Kansas Department of 

Transportation as a manager in the Bureau of Computer Services before retiring 10 years ago.  My hus-

band Bob and I have three children and seven grandchildren (ages 18 to 4). I have been spending the last 

few weeks getting familiar with our District income and expenses so if you have any questions about your 

unit’s giving, I’ll try to answer them or find the answer for you. Email is one of the ways to reach me 

(klbadenoch@gmail.com) but I do answer text messages on my cell phone (785-250-5920).  The best 

way to reach me is by my home phone (785-266-9122).  I look forward to serving you and our Topeka 

District.  Please be patient with me!  Blessings to you, Kelly Badenoch  
 

Treasurer 
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Mission Accomplished!  Praise the Lord! 
 

 Your Topeka District Committee on Nominations has successfully filled the 2019 Slate of Offic-

ers.  The ballot may be found on pages 11 and 12.  An extra special thank you to the women on this 

ballot who said, “Yes!” and readily stepped forward in faith to serve and to help the Topeka District 

Leadership Team remain one of the best in the Great Plains Conference. 

 We want to acknowledge and express our appreciation and gratitude to those who are retiring 

this year.  Jan Rogers has served as Secretary, Spiritual Growth Coordinator, and Vice President; 

Lorene Cranwell has served as Secretary of Program Resources, Communications Coordinator, Presi-

dent and Chair of Nominations; Melanie Bostwick has served as Secretary of Program Resources; Kathi 

Baenig has served as Vice President and Committee on Nominations; and Amanda Conrade has served 

as Social Action Coordinator. 

 Every year there will be openings as those who are serving reach their tenure.  Your Commit-
tee on Nominations will begin in January looking for women to fill the offices for 2020.  As I go off the 

Team, I am issuing a challenge to each one of you to expand your horizons and consider joining the 

Topeka District Leadership Team.  When you are called and asked to serve, please take time to pray 

about your decision, and be open to where God is leading you. We need women of good leadership 

quality to work on the local, district, conference, and national level of United Methodist Women to 

keep it a strong and viable organization that helps women, children, and youth throughout the world. 

 We are sending good vibes and prayers to the local unit’s Committee on Nominations as they 

tackle their nominations for 2019.  May each local unit find those women who are dedicated to the 

Purpose of United Methodist Women to serve as their officers! 

It is also our hope that all local units’ Committees on Nomination members will register to 

come to the District Event and attend the Committee on Nomination training that we will offer during 

the Leadership Breakout Sessions. 

 We are looking forward to seeing all of you at the Fall District Meeting on October 13th at 

Lowman United Methodist Church.  Our theme is “Are You Spiritually Fit?”   

 

Lorene Cranwell, Chair of Committee on Nominations          

Margaret Jantzen, JoAnne Smith, Kathi Baenig and Jo Miller, Committee on Nominations Members 

 
 

 

Nominations 
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TOPEKA DISTRICT FALL EVENT 

Saturday, October 13 

Lowman UMC 

Registration 8:00—8:45 am 

Program 9:00 am—2:00 pm 

Registration $3;  Adult Meal $7;  Child Meal $3.5 

UNIT NAME _____________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Leadership Areas:   1= Presidents & Vice Presidents     2= Treasurers  3=  Secretary & Communications  

4=spiritual Growth Coordinators  5= Social Action, Education & Interpretation  6 = Membership, Nurture & Outreach  

7= Sec. Program Resources),  8=Committee on Nominations 

       Please send this form with payment to Irma Boyer    Deadline for registration 

      Topeka District Registrar    is  September 24 

      5977 SW 23rd Terr 

      Topeka, KS 66614 

NAME 

LEADERSHIP AREA FOR TRAINING (x) 

Please see key below for explanation AMT PAID 

CHILD-

CARE 

1 2 3 4 5 6 8 REG MEAL # AG-7 
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Ballot for 2019 Topeka District UMW Officers 
Submitted by the Topeka District UMW Committee on Nominations 

Lorene Cranwell, Kathi Baenig, JoAnne Smith, Jo Miller, Margaret Jantzen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

      Mission Coordinators 

President (2020) 

  

Cheryl Sylvester 

3612 Nemaha Road 

Perry, KS 66073 

913-709-0895 Cell 

               funbk@yahoo.com 

  

Atchison UMW 

Vice President (2022) 

  

Jo Cross 

704 Hamilton 

Oskaloosa, KS 66066 

785-863-2320 

             cross@giantcomm.net 

  

Oskaloosa UMC 

Secretary (2020) 

Cindy Ladd 

9340 264th Road 

P O Box 109 

Effingham, KS 66023 

913-426-3194 Cell 

913-833-2655 Home 

           monrovialadds@yahoo.com 

Effingham Union UMC 

  

Treasurer  (2020) 

  

Kelly Badenoch 

3914 SE Skylark Court 

Topeka, KS 66605 

785-266-9122 

       klbadenoch@gmail.com 

  

Shawnee Heights UMC 

Registrar  (2019) 

  

Irma Boyer 

5977 SW 23rd Terrace 

Topeka, KS 66614 

785-272-3694 Home 

785-232-3333 Work 

            idomboy@sbcglobal.net 

Topeka Grace UMC 

  

 Program Resource Coordinator 

(2022) (Journey in Learning) 

Rose Souter 

3736 South Street 

Grantville, KS 66429 

785-640-6242 Cell 

785-246-6068 Home 

      gmaw_13@yahoo.com 

  
Grantville UMW 

Spiritual Growth  (2021) 

(Journey in Faith) 

Dorothy Iliff 

2201 NE 31st Street 

Topeka, KS 66617-3549 

785-357-1854 

                 totoiliff@cox.net 

  

Topeka First UMC 

Mission Education & 

Interpretation   (2019) 

(Journey in Giving) 

Johné Green 

6117 SW 4th Street 

Topeka, KS 66615 

785-273-5593 

               johnekgreen@aol.com 

  

Topeka Lowman UMC 

  

Membership, Nurture & 

Outreach  (2019) 

(Journey in Growth) 

Doris Wills 

2718 SW Ashworth Place 

Topeka, KS 66614 

785-272-1850 Home 

785-231-8487 Cell 

             educator2@aol.com 

Topeka First UMC 

mailto:funbk@yahoo.com
mailto:cross@giantcomm.net
mailto:monrovialadds@yahoo.com
mailto:klbadenoch@gmail.com
mailto:idomboy@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gmaw_13@yahoo.com
mailto:totoiliff@cox.net
mailto:johnekgreen@aol.com
mailto:educator2@aol.com
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Social Action Team 

Committee on Nominations 

Ballot for 2019 Topeka District UMW Officers, page 2 

Social Acton  (2021) 

(Journey in Action) 

Debra Hayes 

107 SW 16th Street 

Topeka, KS 66612 

785-608-2929 

     debralhayes@aol.com 

  
Topeka University 

S.A. Co-Chair (2020) 

(Journey in Action) 

Judith Noeller 

3302 SW 29th St.  Apt 1 

Topeka, KS 66614 

785-215-2093 

  
  

Topeka Kansas Avenue 

Member  (2021) 

(Journey in Action) 

Linda Montgomery 

411 Allen Road 

Holton, KS 66436 

785-872-3773 

L.Montgomery@ 

schenckprocess.com 

Effingham UMC 

Member (2022) 

(Journey in Action) 

Carol Hughes 

1485 160th Road 

Seneca, KS 66538 

785-336-6255 

        chughes@bbwi.net 

  
  Seneca UMC 

Co-Communication Coordinator (2020) 

          Betsy Scott                                                           Brittany Bemus 

3435 SW Alameda Drive                                         5778 W 117th Street 

    Topeka, Ks 66614                                               Carbondale, KS 66414 

        785-267-7556                                                         785-845-5358 

   scotteli@usd437.net                                            bnbemus@gmail.com 

  

Topeka Countryside UMC                                 Topeka Countryside UMC 

  

Coord. of Ministries to 

Incarcerated Families 

Teresa Tuchscherer 

5316 SW 25th Street 

Topeka, KS 66614 

785-266-7575 

teresatuch@gmail.com 

Topeka Crestview UMC 

Committee on Nominations 

Chair  (2020) 

JoAnne Smith 

828 SE Rice Road 

Topeka, KS 66607 

785-234-9843 

joanne7439@sbcglobal.net 

  

Topeka Asbury/Mt. Olive UMC 

Member (2019) 

  

Margaret Jantzen 

3835 SE 23rd Terrace 

Topeka, KS 66605 

785-233-8352 

               argelljantzen@att.net 

  

Topeka Lowman UMC 

  

Member (2020) 

  

Sherry Seifert 

11118 94th 

Ozawkie, KS 66070 

785-633-7533 

sseifert@embarqmail.com 

  

Ozawkie UMW 

  

Member (2021) 

  

Jo Miller 

1717 SW Arrowhead Road 

Topeka, KS 66604 

785-273-8894 

ldypoet@cox.net 

  
Topeka University UMC 

Member (2022) 

  

Diane Hanzlicek 

304 Harrison St 

Sabetha, KS 66534 

785-284-2776 

           dianeflood@sbcglobal.net 

  
Sabetha UMC 

  

  

mailto:debralhayes@aol.com
mailto:chughes@bbwi.net
mailto:scotteli@usd437.net
mailto:joanne7439@sbcglobal.net
mailto:argelljantzen@att.net
mailto:ldypoet@cox.net
mailto:dianeflood@sbcglobal.net


Topeka District Calendar 

Great Plains Conference United Methodist Women 
 

Year 2018 

August 17-18  Mission u – Countryside United Methodist Church, Topeka, KS 

September 14-15 Great Plains Conference UMW Annual Meeting – Church of the Resurrection, Leawood, KS                         

Registration deadline – August 31, 2018 

September 18 Topeka District Leadership Team Meeting, 6:00 PM Elmont UMC 

September 27 Registration Deadline for Heart of the Matter Epworth Village Benefit 

October 8-12 Great Plains UMW Midwest Mission Distribution Center Trip         

October 11 Heart of the Matter Epworth Village Benefit 

October 13 Topeka District UMW Fall Event/Leadership Update, Lowman UMC, Topeka, KS                     

 8:30 AM to 2:00 PM     “Are You Spiritually Fit?” 

October 23 End of Year Topeka District Leadership Team Meeting – 6:00 PM at Grantville UMC 

October 27 Great Plains Gender Violence and Faith, Lexington,NE 

December 3-5 Great Plains UMW Seminar on Mass Incarceration: Those Who Are in Prison,                   

 Church Center for the United Nations, New York, NY 

December 15 Deadline to return 2019 Local Officer List, Mission Do, & Reading Participants 

 

 

Year 2019     

January 11-12 Great Plains Executive Committee Meeting, Concordia, KS 
 

February  17-18  L.E.A.F.  Legislative Event for Advocacy in Faith - Topeka First UMC, Theme:  “Unity of Spirit” 

March  9 Topeka District UMW Spring Event – Crestview UMC, Topeka, KS                                             

“150 Years; Our Past, Our Present, Our Future, Our Legacy”  

March 23 National Day of Giving for the Legacy Fund 

April 1-5 Great Plains UMW Midwest Mission Distribution Center Trip 

May 3-5 Great Plains Conference UMW Spring Spiritual Retreat,  Camp Comeca, Cozad, Nebraska      

“Sensible Shoes”  by Rev. Billie Blair 

May 29 – June 1 Great Plains Annual Conference,  Topeka, KS 

June 2-11 METour   Redbird Mission,  Upper Room,   Cookson Hills Center 

July 27-28  Mission u at Kearney, Nebraska.     Studies include:  “The Gospel of Mark” and                 

 “United Methodist Women in Mission: 150 Years and Beyond” 

September 20-21 Great Plains Conference UMW Annual Meeting at First UMC, Lincoln, NE 

October 12 Topeka District UMW Fall Event , Berryton UMC   

October 14-18 Great Plains UMW Midwest Mission Distribution Center Trip 

December 15 Deadline to return 2019 Local Officer List, Mission Do, & Reading Participants 

 

Looking Ahead: 

Year 2020, March 26-29 South Central Jurisdictional Quadrennial Meeting, Little Rock, Arkansas                

 Registration begins September 15, 2019 


