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THE OUTLOOK 
Flint Hills District United Methodist  Church 

1001 Sunset Avenue, Manhattan, KS  66502 

Office:  785-776-7730                               Fax:  785-776-7742 

Email:  flinthills@greatplainsumc.org 

In my office there is a large cross that holds these words, “The battle is not yours, but God’s” 2 Chronicles 20:15.  I 
don’t know who first brought it to the office—a previous DS or a faithful AA, I’m sure.  That scripture passage comes 
from the story of a miracle that happened in the time of King Jehoshaphat.  Israel is about to be attacked by a 
collection of invading armies from several surrounding nations.  The king and his people are terrified. So they do 
something that the people didn’t always think to do: they fast, and they pray.  The king prays aloud before all the 
people.  In the midst of his prayer, a Levite is suddenly filled with the spirit of God, and he says those words to them: 
“Don’t be afraid. The battle is not yours, but God’s.”  More than that, he tells them not to fight!  Just “take your 
positions, stand still, and see the victory of the Lord on your behalf.”  Just calm down, stand there, and watch what 
God’s going to do for you!  I think the miracle is that they do exactly that; and the warring armies destroy each other 
in the chaos (I’m guessing they weren’t wearing uniforms—hard to tell who’s who in the free-for-all).  Israel moves in 
afterwards to clean up the mess and pick up what’s left behind—and there’s a lot left behind!  They live out the rest of 
King Jehoshaphat’s reign in peace.   

I don’t believe this is a story that says, “Don’t do anything.  God’s going to do it all for you.”  I believe the story is about 
power, and who has it; about who we trust, and guess what—it’s not us weak things, thank you, Jesus!  The Israelites 
beg God for help, and then they listen for God’s plan, and they follow it even though it seems foolish.  Sometimes God 
tells the Israelites to march.  Sometimes God tells the Israelites to stand down.  Sometimes God tells the Israelites to 
wait in silence.  Sometimes God tells the Israelites to shout! The successful key for them is always to go where God is 
leading them, and to do what God has told them to do.   

In Lent, we are urged to add prayer and spiritual practices that help us to feel God’s presence, hear God’s voice, see 
God’s light; in order that we will follow God’s leading.  No matter how foolish it seems to us, and how different it is 
from what the world considers to be sensible.  “…in order that, as it is written, ‘Let the one who boasts, boast in the 
Lord.’” 1 Cor 1:31.  Because God’s plans for the world are all good, all the time. 

How is your Lent going?  Easter’s coming, folks.   

 

In Christ,  

Claudia 
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Choir Music and Choir Robes Available 

Fancy Creek Zion UMC is cleaning closets and has assorted choir music and 17 dark blue 

choir robes and 2 sets of cowls (reversible white/purple and red/yellow). If any one 

wants them I can bring them on Wednesday to the district meeting. They would like to 

see them used and are available for free or if so inclined for a donation to UMCOR.  

Contact Sandy Ferguson at sferguson@greatplainsumc.org 

 

Flint Hills District has the opportunity to select two youth to represent our district on CCYM and two youth 
to attend Annual Conference. Please encourage your youth leaders to take a role in the conference.   If 
you have any youth that would  be interested in CCYM or Annual conference, the application can be found 
here:      www.greatplainsyouth.org 

 
 
The Conference Council on Youth Ministries (CCYM) is looking for student leaders who are willing to step 
up and serve their peers during the 2018-2019 term, which begins July 1, 2018 and continues through 
June 30, 2019. The mission of CCYM is to support the youth ministries of the local churches and the 
districts of the Great Plains Conference of the United Methodist Church. Being a member of the CCYM is a 
servant-leadership role. It guarantees that you will work hard and serve others.   
 

 
--  

Peggy Riley 

Director of Youth Ministries 

College Avenue UMC 

1609 College Avenue 

Manhattan, KS  66502 
785-539-4191 

peggyjriley1953@gmail.com 

http://www.greatplainsyouth.org
mailto:peggyjriley1953@gmail.com
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Date Time Event Location 
April 7  8:30 a.m. Lay Servant Training  

**Registration form below** 
Emporia First UMC 

April 7 9:30 a.m. Active Shooter Training 
**More information below** 

Osage City UMC 

April 7 12:30 p.m. ERT Training 
**More information below** 

Osage City UMC 

April 14 9:00 a.m. FHD UMW Meeting Council Grove UMC 

April 28  1:00 p.m. Spring Leadership Connection TBD 

May 5  1:00 p.m. Spring Leadership Connection TBD 

Spring Leadership Connection 
 

We will offer two dates and places. Topic will be the same, so choose which one works for you! 
 Saturday, April 28, 1pm to 4pm, North location TBD 
 Saturday, May 5, 1pm to 4pm, South location TBD 
 
At our last Leadership Connection, we focused on our Mission Fields, and gave churches tools to assess 
their areas and communities.   
 
Our topic this Spring is:  

How to create goals and strategies to make disciples in your mission field. 
How to focus your activities around your church’s mission and vision.   

Presenters: 
Rev. Nathan Stanton, Great Plains Director of Congregational Development 
Rev. Jim Akins, retired Hays DS, serving Frankfort UMC in the Flint Hills District 

Flinthills District  Upcoming Events  
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UMCOR Sunday is right around the corner. This church wide special Sunday 

with offering provides United Methodists the opportunity to help our 

brothers and sisters around the world in their time of need.  

 

Our generous gifts through the UMCOR Sunday offering support the work 

of the United Methodist Committee on Relief. UMCOR provides immediate 

assistance in the wake of disasters and participates in ongoing ministries of 

food, shelter, health and peace.  

 

On March 11, our congregations will receive this special offering that 

ensures that when a crisis happens, 100 percent of giving for that disaster 

goes to those in need.  

 

Read about how your giving changes lives in the U.S. and around the world.  

 

Download the UMCOR Sunday Pastor and Leader's Kit and use the free 

resources to help celebrate and promote this special Sunday. 

Active Shooter and ERT Training being held 

April 7 at Osage City UMC. 

9:30 a.m. Active Shooter  

12:30 p.m. ERT 

For more information contact Osage City UMC 

Phone:  785-528-4443 

Email:  office@osagecityumc.com 

The district office will 

be closed the 

following days — 

 

March 22 

March 23 

March 30 

 

http://e.umc.org/P000s0kJrX0Vn4050FXQlN0
http://e.umc.org/A50Y04JX00sklVN00r0o0FQ
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Winter is almost over and spring around the corner! 

Our Spring District meeting is fast approaching.  Make plans to attend, it will be well worth attending. 

  The meeting will be in Council Grove. 

 April 14, Saturday 

 9:00 a.m.-9:30 a.m., meet and greet each other. 

 9:30 a.m. the meeting will begin. 

Vera Williams will be leading the study,  “Missionary Conferences of the United Methodist Church in the 

United States.”  We will be looking at the three conferences which are the Alaska Conference, Appalachia and 

the Red Bird Missionary Conference and also the Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conferences. We will travel 

with Vera to the destinations and learn why they are missionary conferences and what caused them to 

become conferences. 

This meeting is open to all UMW members. 

All UMW officers and members are encouraged to attend. It is an opportunity to learn and share time with 

members from other churches.  Be an encourager! Invite other women to go with you. 

 

Flinthills District UMW 

Spring Meeting•April 14th 

Registration for Spring Meeting • April 14th 

The cost is $8.00 

Deadline is: Friday, April 6th 

No refunds are given. If you are unable to come you may send someone in your place. 

If you are unable to get someone to come remember the cost of the meal goes to help 

the local UMW in their missions. 

Mail Lucille Constable your registration with your check or you may email your 

registration and bring a check to the meeting. 

Email address:lvcwhitecitygirl@gmail.com 
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K-State Wesley, a United Methodist campus ministry at Kansas State University in Manhattan, KS, is seek-
ing a Resident Life Director (RLD) for the 2018-2019 academic year. The RLD is responsible for overseeing 
the Christian residential living environment at K-State Wesley. Job duties include administration, program-
ming, policies, communications, services, and personnel management. 

 

A bachelor’s degree is preferred, although equivalent experience will be considered.  Residence Life expe-
rience is preferred and strong organizational, verbal, and written communication skills are required.  

 

The RLD position is a part-time, 11-month position, from July 1st, 2018 - May 31th, 2019. It is a 2-year con-
tract that may be renewed once. Hourly wage of $15.00, up to 25 hours a week. Live-in housing provided 
with a single room on the 1st floor of the residence hall (with students living on 2nd and 3rd floors). Hous-
ing includes room, electricity, gas, water, trash, laundry, and cable/internet service. Total compensation/
benefits package estimated at $26,000. 

 

Applicants may email a one-page letter of interest, resume and references to Chelsea Shrack, Director of 
Campus Ministry, at kstatewesley@gmail.com. For full consideration, apply by March 10, 2018. For more 
information about the job description, visit our website: http://kstatewesley.com/resident-life-director/   

 K-State Wesley Seeking   

Director of Residence Life 

Prayer Calendar 

March 
11 White City 
18 Junction City:  Korean 
25 Dwight 
 
April 
1 Piedmont 
8 Cottonwood Falls-Elmdale 
15 Madison-Ebenezer 
22 St. George 
29 Eureka 

mailto:kstatewesley@gmail.com
http://kstatewesley.com/resident-life-director/
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The Flint Hills District will offer two 

pre-conference briefings this year. 

 

Great Plains Annual Conference will 

be held in Wichita, June 13-16 

 

Starting at 7:00 p.m. 

May 15:  Manhattan: First  

May 17:  Emporia:  First 

 

Lay representatives, clergy and  

Anyone else who is interested in 

what will be decided at conference 

are urged to attend. 

  Pastoral Assessments due  

May 15 

Forms will be available  

later this month 

Fund Balance Reports  

Due June 30 

“Like” our Facebook page:  

https://www.facebook.com/FlintHillsDistrictUmc/ 

https://www.facebook.com/FlintHillsDistrictUmc/


 

 

Jerusalem Road Parish 
 

March 29 at 7:00 p.m.  Swede Creek will host its second annual Maundy Thursday 
reenactment of the Last Supper. 
 
March 30 at 7:00 p.m.  Randolph will host Good Friday Services. 
 
Easter Sunday 
Easter Sunrise Services will be at Randolph (by the cross at the Randolph Park and at 
Leonardville at the Golf Course. 
 
We will hold our regularly scheduled Easter worship services at 9:30 at Swede reek and 
Randolph and at 11:00 at both Fancy Creek Zion and Leonardville. 
 

Madison/Ebenezer  
 
March 25 Palm Sunday Service – Ebenezer at 9:00 a.m. and Madison at 11:00 a.m. 
 
March 26-30 Holy Week devotions and light breakfast, Madison Chapel and Sauder Room – 
7:00 am each morning. 
 
March 29 at 7:00 p.m.  Maundy Thursday service at Madison. 
 
March 30 at 7:00 p.m.  Good Friday service at Ebenezer. 
 
Easter Sunday 
Easter Sunrise Service Madison meets at the Meditation Station. Breakfast to Follow.  Ebenezer 
will meet with Olpe UMC at the Olpe Church, breakfast to follow.  
 
Easter Services.  Ebenezer Worships at 9:00 a.m.  Madison Worships at 11:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 



Ogden Friendship House 
 
March 30 at 6:00 p.m.  Good Friday Service 
 
Easter Sunday 
8:00 a.m. Ecumenical Community Worship at the Ogden Community Center 
11:00 a.m. Ogden Friendship House 
 

Miller, Admire and Allen 
 
March 25--Palm Sunday services at each of the congregations, Miller at 9am, Admire at 10am, 
and Allen at 11am 
 
March 29--Community Maundy Thursday Services at the Admire Community Center at 
7pm.  The service will include music by the Tri-Parish Choir and Holy Communion 
 
March 30--Community Good Friday Services at the Admire Community Center at 7pm.  The 
service will include music by the Tri-Parish Choir. 
 
Easter Sunday--SONRISE Services at the Admire Cemetery at 6:30am.  Easter Sunday Worship 
Services at each of the congregations; Miller at 9:00 a.m., Admire at 10:00 a.m., and Allen at 
11:00 a.m. 
 

Manhattan:  Blue Valley Memorial 
 
March 25   Palm Sunday 
March 29 at 7:00 p.m.  Maundy Thursday 
March 30 at 7:00 p.m.  Good Friday (College Avenue) 
March 31 at 10:00 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt 
Easter Sunday   Sunrise Service at 7:00 a.m. 
    Easter Service at 9:30 a.m. 
 

Olpe 
 
Easter Sunday Will be joined by Ebenezer UMC for Easter Sunrise Service.  A 

fellowship breakfast to follow, beginning about 7:00 a.m. 
 Worship service in the sanctuary, at 9:30 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



St. George/Louisville 
 
St. George 
 
Lenten Family Nights, 5:30-7:30 every Sunday evening, now until (but not including) Easter 
Sunday.  We have a meal, a devotional and then work on Lenten crafts. 
 
March 29 at 7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Service 
 
Easter Sunday SonRise Service 7:00 a.m., followed by a potluck breakfast 
Easter Service 9:00 a.m. Louisville, 10:30 a.m. St. George 
 

Manhattan: College Avenue 
 
March 29 at 6:30 p.m. Maundy Thursday, Holy Communion 
 
March 30 at 7:00 p.m. Good Friday Service, joint service of Manhattan UMC ministries 
 
Easter Sunday 7:00 a.m. Sunrise Service 
 10:30 a.m. Easter Service 
 
 

Council Grove/Dunlap 
 
March 18 UMW Potato Bar 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. take outs available 
March 28 UMW Sacrificial Lunch 1:00 p.m. 
March 29 Seder Meal and Prayer 
March 30 Good Friday Service 7:00 p.m. 
Easter Sunday Sunrise Service and Riverwalk 7:00 a.m. 
 Breakfast at church 8:00 a.m. 
 Resurrection Day Worship 9:30 a.m. 
 
 

Wamego 
 
March 25 Palm Sunday worship 8:00 or 11:00 a.m. 
March 29 Maundy Thursday worship at 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir will perform 

and we will take communion. 
Easter Sunday Sunrise Service at 7:00 a.m. at 8200 Highway 99.  This is the hill 

with three crosses, five miles north of our church.   
 Contemporary worship at 8:00 a.m. and traditional at 11:00 a.m. 
 



Manhattan:  First 
 
March 25 Palm Sunday - We celebrate Jesus’ triumphant entry into 

Jerusalem. The children will lead us in our Palm Sunday 
processional and worship. We lift our voices in praise, prayer, and 
proclamation. Combined choirs, children’s choir, and bells will set 
the celebratory tone.  

 

March 29 at 6:00 p.m. Holy Thursday:  We will have a symbolic Seder meal and worship 

service in Fellowship Hall. The Seder meal (Hebrew for ‘order’) 

mirrors the traditional Passover meal Jesus celebrated with his 

disciples just before his denial, trial, and crucifixion. We will share 

this meal in community with the Manhattan Mennonite Church 

members. Our 2018 confirmation class will help lead the meal and 

worship.  

March 30 at 7:00 p.m. Good Friday:  will be a combined worship service of the 

Manhattan United Methodist Churches. This year College Avenue 

United Methodist, 1609 College Avenue, will be the host. The 

evening will include the readings of Jesus’ final words upon the 

cross, individual and communal prayers, periods of reflection 

focused upon the meaning of the cross and Jesus’ death. A 

combined Choir will help lead the worship.  

 

Easter Sunday We will have our usual 8:35 contemporary worship and our 11:00 

traditional worship to celebrate the most glorious Sunday of the 

Christian year! Our worship service will focus on Jesus’ victory 

over sin and death, and subsequently our release from the 

bondage of sin and death. We are an Easter people! 

 

Eureka 

March 25 at 9:30 a.m. Palm Sunday  

March 29 at 6:30 p.m. Maundy Thursday – Holy Communion Service 

March 30 at Noon Good Friday – Hosted by the Eureka Ministerial Alliance 

Easter Sunday   SonRise Easter Service 7:00 a.m. followed by breakfast 
    Traditional Easter Celebration and Communion Service 9:30 a.m. 
 
 



Dwight 
 
March 30 at 7:00 p.m.  Good Friday Service 
 
Easter Sunday 10:00 a.m. Easter Service 
 

Lebo/Olivet 
 
March 29 at 7:00 p.m.  Holy Thursday 
 
March 30    Good Friday – 12:00 -7:00 p.m. 
 
March 31   Easter Carnival 
 
Easter Sunday   Sunrise Service 6:45 a.m. 
    Easter Services 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 



LAY SERVANT TRAINING 
ONE DAY TRAINING – April 7, 2018 

Emporia First UMC 

823 Merchant St 
Emporia, Kansas 

Saturday - 8:30 am to 5:00 pm 

                      Pre-Registration Deadline: 
                     Friday, March 16, 2018 

 

Please Print  
 
Name:___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address:___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:________________________________________ State:_______________ Zip:______________________ 
 
Phone:____________________________ Email:__________________________________________________ 
 
Church:____________________________________________ District:________________________________ 

 
 
 

 

 

SEMINAR COURSES 
Everyone begins Lay Servant Ministries with the BASIC 
Course (prerequisite to other courses). 

Beginning Course: 
______  Basic Class led by; Rev. Claudia Bakely   

Advanced Courses:   
(Number in order of preference) 
______   Prayer – “Let the Whole Church Say Amen” 

      Led by Rev. Jim Akins 

______   Heritage – “Living our Beliefs, the United 
Methodist Way” 

     Led by ; Rev. Andrew Finch 
  

 

Pre-Training Assignment 

You will be sent books and instructions for a pre-
training assignment which needs to be 
completed on your own time at home before 
the training.   It should take approximately 2 
hours to complete and must be turned in at the 
training.   

This is to allow us to complete our required 10 
hours of training in one day. 
 

Send Enrollment 

Make checks to:  Great Plains 
Conference UMC 

Please return enrollment form and fee 
to: 
    Eve ClarkFlint Hills District Office 
    1001 Sunset Ave.   Manhattan 
KS 66502 
  

Fee: $50.  This fee covers Saturday 
lunch, snacks, class materials, and 
instructors.  The books for all Courses 
are included in the registration fee. 

 

 

REFUND POLICY 
Your registration fee will be refunded only 
if you notify Eve Clark Ph. 785-776-7730 
by Monday, April 2. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact: 
I  

Marvin Tischhauser, 785-466-1275 

 laysvfhd@gmail.com  
  

Flint Hills District Office 
   Eve Clark, 785-776-7730 
          flinthills@greatplainsumc.org 
 
 

mailto:flinthills@greatplainsumc.org
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